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MAKING THE BEST OF A BROKEN SYSTEM * THE NORTH CAROLINA GROWERS ASSOCIATION

America’s broken immigration system provides virtually no workable avenues for unskilled foreign workers to enter the country legally. The two small programs that exist are for temporary or seasonal workers only, and they are so bureaucratic and burdensome that most employers choose not to use them. The North Carolina Growers Association was founded over 20 years ago to bridge this gap, helping employers and employees navigate the visa process and making the federal H-2A agricultural temporary program usable for North Carolina farmers. Structured as a cooperative, the association delivers 7000 workers a year to 700 growers, handling every aspect of the process from worker recruitment to paperwork to bilingual troubleshooting during the growing season. It isn’t a perfect answer. The H-2A program remains deeply flawed – and immigration reform remains imperative for America. But the NCGA experience offers valuable lessons for anyone considering how willing U.S. employers can connect legally with willing foreign workers. Come spend a day in North Carolina and learn about NCGA, the largest H-2A user in the country. RSPV: If you are interested in attending, please RSVP to Valerie Woodall at vwoodall@immigrationworksusa.org or 202 506-4541.

Washington NEWS

Senators Press for Comprehensive BSE Rule: A bipartisan group of 33 senators press the Obama administration to issue a comprehensive BSE rule.  The rule has been in the works for several years, but is currently stalled within the Office of Management and Budget. In 2004, USDA announced its plans for developing a comprehensive BSE rule, a comprehensive rule the U.S. beef industry has requested for many years. Earlier this year, APHIS submitted a proposed comprehensive BSE rule to OMB, but it has yet to be printed in the Federal Register asking for public comment.   Some feel that operating without a comprehensive rule has put our trade negotiators in a tough spot since they are urging our trading partners to abide by scientific standards, while failing to lead by example by adopting a comprehensive rule.

Senate Ag Committee Farm Bill Hearing Schedule:  Senator Debbie Stabenow, Chairwoman of the U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry, announced the Committee’s Farm Bill hearing schedule for February and March, noting that the committee will continue examining Farm Bill principles and evaluating policy solutions to develop a 2012 Farm Bill. 
Animal Activism NEWS

HSUS Still Pushing Commercial Breeding Law: A recent raid on a dog kennel has fueled efforts to regulate commercial dog breeders. Currently, commercial breeders who sell to research facilities and pet stores are licensed.  However, the law does not apply to commercial breeders who sell directly to buyers.  Agriculture groups are concerned that the Humane Society of North Carolina has plans to get involved in regulating food animal production since HSUS encourages a non-meat diet.

Butterball Employees Fired: Butterball has fired four employees in the wake of a raid in December on the Hoke County turkey breeder plant.  The company said that the employees had violated the company’s animal welfare standards.  Three of the four have been charged with animal cruelty.  In addition, two other employees are facing animal cruelty charges and have been suspended pending final disciplinary action. 
Campaign NEWS
NCAg Member Running for Re-Election:  North Carolina Senator Brent Jackson (R-Sampson) will seek re-election in the 10th Senate District. During his first term, he served as Co-chair of the Senate Agriculture and NER Appropriation committees.  He is CEO of Jackson Farming Company in Autryville and is a NCAg member.
Sanderson Plant Opponent Running for County Board of Commissioners: Democrat Bert Daniel, the co-chairman of the Nash County Landowners Association, has filed for the Nash County Board of Commissioners. Daniel will face GOP incumbent Danny Tyson.  The Nash County Landowners Association is opposing the construction of Sanderson’s poultry plant in Nash County.

Running for Congress: Patsy Keever, a Democrat currently representing N.C.’s District 115, will run for the U.S. House District 10.  U.S. Rep. Patrick McHenry, a Republican, currently holds the seat. Keever’s district was recently redrawn so that 90 percent of her district is now in the 10th Congressional District. Tom Hill has filed as a Democratic candidate for Congressional District 11.  U.S. Rep. Heath Shuler currently holds the seat but announced he would not seek re-election. Two Republicans, Sonya Holmes of Broadway and Clement Munna of Aberdeen, have announced their run for Republican Renee Ellmers’ Congressional District 2 seat.  Charlotte City Councilman Andy Dulin, a Republican, will run for the U.S. House District 9 seat after Rep. Sue Myrick announced she would not run for re-election. Mecklenburg County commissioner Jennifer Roberts, a Democrat, also plans to run for Myrick’s seat. Republican Daniel Barry, who announced his plan to challenge Rep. Larry Kissell in August, will now also run for the District 9 seat. U.S. Rep. David Price filed for re-election for the U.S. Congressional District 4 seat. Democrat U.S. Rep. Mike McIntyre will seek re-election to Congress instead of running for governor of North Carolina. McIntyre represents the 7th Congressional District. Ilario Pantano, a Republican of Wilmington, filed for the 7th Congressional District.

Miller Not Running for Governor: U.S. Rep. Brad Miller, a Democrat, said he would not run for governor.  Miller also recently announced he would not seek re-election to U.S. House District 13. Democrats who have announced their bid for the Democratic nomination for governor include Lt. Gov. Walter Dalton, former U.S. Rep. Bob Etheridge, and state Rep. Bill Faison. State Sen. Eric Mansfield, who currently serves N.C. Senate District 21, said he will run for lieutenant governor.

Running for State Legislature: Vernon Robinson, a Republican from Concord, filed for the N.C. House 8th District. State Rep. David Lewis, a Republican from Harnett County, will run for re-election for the 53rd District.  Democrats Annie W. Mobley and Linda Blackburn have filed for House District 5.  Democrat Michael H. Wray will run for re-election to House District 27. Republican Kirk Sherrill entered the race for N.C. House District 84. Democrat Keith Karlsson announced he would run for the open N.C. House District 49 seat. Democrat Jane Whilden filed for the District 116 seat, which is currently held by Rep. Tim Moffitt, a Republican. Danny Hefner, a Democrat from Brunswick County, filed for the state Senate 8th District. Running for N.C. Senate District 21 are Democrats Robert B. Clark III of Hoke County and Eronomy "Mohammed" Smith of Fayetteville.  Republican small business owner Randy Ramsey filed for Senate District 2. Current incumbent Senator Jean Preston, a Republican, announced recently she would not seek re-election for District 2. N.C. Sen. Warren Daniel, a Republican, will run for re-election to N.C. Senate District 46. Republican Sen. Richard Stevens of Cary said he would not seek re-election to N.C. Senate District 17.

Other Filings: Mike Causey, small business owner, farmer, retired insurance executive, and Army veteran filed paperwork for state insurance commissioner.

People NEWS

Daubert Named NCSU Department Head: Dr. Christopher Daubert has been named head of NCSU’s Department of Food, Bioprocessing and Nutrition Sciences. Daubert, who had been serving as interim head of the department, has been a N.C. State faculty member since 1997.
Business NEWS 
Hagan Invites Small Business Owners to Attend Exporter Forum: U.S. Senator Kay R. Hagan (NC), a member of the Senate Small Business and Banking committees, invites all N.C. small business owners to attend a Small Business Exporter Forum on February 24 in Greensboro. The "Ex-Im Bank Global Access Forum for Small Business," which Hagan will cohost with Export-Import Bank (Ex-Im) Chairman and President Fred P. Hochberg, will include industry, academic and government experts who will provide businesses with practical information they need to sell their products and services overseas.  The forum is tailored to address the needs of small and medium-sized businesses with 500 or less employees. All business owners interested in attending must register here.
CORRECTION: Crop Insurance Deadline Feb. 28:  For spring crops in N.C. the deadline is Feb. 28.  In a posted article the date was listed at March 15, which is the date for some states but not NC. 

Google Offers Free Websites for N.C. Businesses: Google is offering free websites to help N.C. businesses get started online.  Google has partnered with Intuit to provide a 3-page website with free hosting for one year, a free custom domain name, and 30 days of free email support from Intuit. After a year, the website costs $4.99 a month and the domain name costs $2 a month. A free event on how to get started will be held in Charlotte on Feb. 24. Registration is required. Click here for more info.
Market Conditions Stall Kinston Poultry Plant: Sanderson Farms’ second poultry plant in N.C. will remain on hold until the market improves.  CEO Joe Sanderson told shareholders at the recent annual meeting that construction of the big bird deboning plant and hatchery planned for Kinston would wait until grain prices stabilize and the company reduces its debt.
Environmental NEWS

Comments Sought on List of Impaired Waters Slated for Improvement Plans: The state is seeking comments on its 2012 list of N.C.’s rivers, streams, lakes, and estuaries with impaired water quality and will use those comments to develop strategies for decreasing pollution in the affected waters. People have until midnight March 12 to provide comments about the waters on the list.. The list can be found at http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/wq/ps/mtu.
Commodity NEWS
Latest Cotton Report: USDA’s World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates report on the 2011/12 U.S. cotton crop reflects marginally lower domestic mill use compared with last month. With no change in the production estimate, the total cotton supply is unchanged. Domestic mill use is lowered 100,000 bales, reflecting lower than anticipated activity in recent months. The export estimate is unchanged. The forecast range for the average price received by producers of 87 to 93 cents per pound is narrowed 1 cent on each end. The 2011/12 world cotton estimates include sharply higher supplies, due to higher beginning stocks and production.  
NCDA NEWS

Commercial Irish Potato Growers to Vote on Assessment:  Commercial Irish potato growers in Beaufort, Camden, Carteret, Currituck, Hyde, Pamlico, Pasquotank, Tyrrell, and Washington counties will vote in March on whether to approve a new six-year assessment program. Official ballots will be mailed March 15. Potato growers currently pay 1 cent per 100 weight of potatoes sold to help support research and promotion. This vote is to continue the same 1-cent assessment of potatoes sold. For more info, contact Tommy Fleetwood, NCDA&CS NE Marketing Center, at 252-331-4773.
Agritourism Networking Association Conference March 8-9: The sixth-annual Conference will be at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Asheville and will feature speakers, workshops, and networking opportunities for agritourism entrepreneurs and those interested in rural tourism in N.C. Optional mid-afternoon farm tours will be held March 8.. For more information or a registration form, go to www.ncagr.gov/agritourism or call Martha Glass at 919-707-3120.

USDA NEWS  
U.S., China Sign Plan of Strategic Cooperation in Agriculture: Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack and China’s Minister of Agriculture Han Changfu signed an historic Plan of Strategic Cooperation that will guide the two countries’ agricultural relationship for the next 5 years. The plan was signed as part of the U.S.-China Agricultural Symposium held last week at the World Food Prize Hall of Laureates. The symposium focused on bilateral cooperation in the areas of food safety, food security, and sustainable agriculture, as well as enhanced business relationships between the two countries.
European Union and U.S. Agree to Historic New Partnership on Organic Trade: Beginning June 1, 2012, organic products certified in Europe or in the United States may be sold as organic in either region. This partnership between the two largest organic producers in the world will establish a strong foundation from which to promote organic agriculture, benefiting the growing organic industry and supporting jobs and businesses on a global scale. Previously, growers and companies wanting to trade products on both sides of the Atlantic had to obtain separate certifications to two standards, which meant a double set of fees, inspections, and paperwork. 
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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