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Growing Healthy Traditions




In 1946, the Patterson family began selling produce, grown from the land farmed by the family since 1919, under the name James A. Patterson & Sons. The family nurtured the land and business through the years, and in 1992, the farm was incorporated as Patterson Farm, Inc. Today, Patterson Farm grow 350 acres of tomatoes, making them one of the largest growers in the state; 36 acres of strawberries; 40 acres of pumpkins; and 15,000 poinsettias. During peak season, Patterson Farm, Inc. and its three divisions – Patterson Farm Repack, Patterson Landscape & Nursery, and Patterson Farm Market & Tours – employ more than 300 people.  When they’re not planting, harvesting, packaging and distributing our produce, they’re working on another mission: to educate visitors about North Carolina farming, where their food comes from and how it makes its way to their table. In 2006 Patterson Farm, Inc. received the Agribusiness of the Year, presented by the NC Agribusiness Council. This award is based on Patterson Farm, Inc.'s willingness to adapt to the latest technology and expanded marketing outlets to keep the farm a viable and profitable operation. Since 2000, Patterson Farm, Inc. has proudly earned the distinction of Gold Star Farmer awarded by the North Carolina Department of Labor. Farmers receive this award in recognition and appreciation of their efforts to provide safe and healthy on-site farm worker housing. Housing for the H2A workers is inspected annually prior to the arrival of the workers. For more information, go to www.pattersonfarminc.com.
Washington NEWS

Know What’s in Proposed Child Labor Regulations: The U.S. Dept. of Labor recently put on hold the proposed agriculture child labor regulations due to negative feedback.  As a result, the department proposed some rule changes, which haven’t been published yet.  However, Bill Field, a Purdue farm safety specialist, says there are many changes in the rule that could negatively impact family farms and youth interested in agriculture. Field encourages those interested to read the proposal and to contact their legislators.  Click here to read the proposed regulations.
Animal Activism NEWS

No More Gestation Crates, Battery Cages: Bon Appétit Management Company announced its new farm animal welfare policy, to applause from The Humane Society of the United States. Bon Appétit Management Company operates more than 400 cafés for corporations, universities, museums and specialty venues in 31 states. The company will now require that all pork it serves — currently 3 million pounds annually — be produced without gestation 

HYPERLINK "http://www.humanesociety.org/issues/confinement_farm/facts/gestation_crates.html"crates, using group housing instead. The company will switch all of its pre-cracked (liquid) eggs — currently 11 million eggs annually — from hens confined in battery 

HYPERLINK "http://www.humanesociety.org/issues/confinement_farm/facts/cage-free_vs_battery-cage.html"cages to hens living in cage-free farms, as it already does for shell eggs. 
Campaign NEWS

Sen. Bob Atwater Will Not Seek Re-Election:  Senator Bob Atwater, a Democrat, announced he will not seek re-election in 2012.  He has served in the state senate since 2004. Atwater served as past chairman of the Senate Agriculture, Environment and Natural Resources Committee.  He is a strong supporter of public education, agriculture, environment and economic development issues.  Atwater’s 18th District includes Chatham, Durham, and Lee counties.

Democrat to Run for Ag Commissioner:  Walter G. Smith of Yadkin County has filed to run as a Democrat for N.C. agriculture commissioner. So far, Smith is the only Democrat in the race against Republican incumbent Steve Troxler.
Running for N.C. Seats: Jimmie Lee Bonham, a Democrat, is running for the N.C. House District 72 seat, which is being vacated by Earline Parmon who will run for state Senate.  Walter Marshall, Forsyth County Commissioner and a Democrat, had considered running for the seat but announced he would not run. Democratic Forsyth County Commissioner Everette Witherspoon is running for N.C. House District 71, which has been held by Rep. Larry Womble.  Womble recently announced he would not run for re-election. Democrat Ric Marshall will run for the Senate District 30 seat currently held by Republican Don East. Marshall lost to East in 2010 for the district seat, which is heavily Republican. Republican State Rep. Carolyn Justice will not run for re-election to the N.C. House District 16 but said she may run for a different seat once the congressional redistricting maps are finalized by a judge.  Justice has served in the state House for 10 years.

GOP Race for Governor Adds Another: Jim Harney, a resident of Fayetteville, has filed for the GOP nomination for governor.  Harney runs a promotional advertising business and is Pat McCrory’s first primary opponent.   Gary M. Dunn of Matthews and Gardenia M. Henley of Winston-Salem will join state Rep. Bill Faison, Lt. Gov. Walter Dalton, and former U.S. Rep. Bob Etheridge as candidates for the Democratic primary for N.C’s governor. Meanwhile, Eric Mansfield will face Linda Coleman, former state lawmaker and current state personnel director, in the May 8th primary for the Democratic nomination for lieutenant governor.
Congressional Races: John M. Whitley, a Republican, has filed for the 8th Congressional District.  Four other Republicans have filed for that seat: Vernon Robinson, Richard Hudson, Fred F. Steen II, and Scott Keadle.  Democrats running for the seat include incumbent Larry Kissell and Marcus Williams.  U.S. Congresswoman Virginia Foxx filed for re-election for the 5th Congressional District. Democratic U.S. Rep. Mel Watt will run for his 11th term.  Watt currently represents N.C.’s 12th Congressional District. Dan Eichenbaum said he would not run for N.C.’s 11th Congressional District, a seat being vacated by Rep. Heath Shuler.
Environmental NEWS

CLA Moves to Dismiss Endangered Species Act “Mega” Lawsuit: On February 21, 2012, CropLife America (CLA), Responsible Industry for a Sound Environment (RISE), Mid America CropLife Association (MACA), Western Plant Health Association (WPHA), Southern Crop Production Association (SCPA), American Chemistry Council, Reckitt Benckiser LLC, and American Farm Bureau filed a motion to dismiss Center for Biological Diversity and Pesticide Action Network North America v. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), a lawsuit seeking to restrict valuable crop protection and public health products from American farmers and consumers. In its motion to dismiss, CLA argues that the complaint is fundamentally flawed by not alleging with enough specificity which actions EPA did (or did not) take that should have resulted in required consultations under the Endangered Species Act. On January 19, 2011, two citizen action groups filed a lawsuit against EPA for alleged failure to follow proper procedure in registering certain crop protection chemicals for agriculture and public health purposes. This extremist lawsuit preemptively alleges that the existing and long standing registration of more than 380 chemicals may negatively impact 214 species in 49 states. To prevent any possible harm, this “mega” lawsuit asks the court to order consultations, restrict the use of these named chemicals with some form of injunctive precautionary measures and thus directly attacks the FIFRA registration of these legally marketed compounds. CLA requested a consideration by the court in the first week of April 2012, and will provide updates as available.

Business NEWS 
Textile Manufacturer to Create 110 Jobs in Alamance County: Burlington Technologies Inc., a manufacturer of specialty textiles, will expand its facility in Alamance County. The company plans to create 110 jobs and invest $725,000 over the next three years in Burlington. The project was made possible in part by a $120,000 grant from the One North Carolina Fund. Burlington Technologies is looking to secure an existing U.S. Government contract to supply equipment for the military. This planned expansion is contingent upon the company receiving the military contract.

N.C. Maritime Public Meetings‏:  The North Carolina Department of Transportation is holding a series of three informal public meetings to receive comments on the draft report of the North Carolina Maritime Strategy.  The meetings will take place on March 6, 7, and 8th at different locations. For more info go to www.ncmaritimestudy.com.
Commodity NEWS

Pork, Poultry Export Forecasts Raised: According to USDA’s Outlook for U.S. Agricultural Trade report, fiscal 2012 agricultural exports are forecast at $131 billion, down $1 billion from the November forecast and $6.4 billion below fiscal 2011. Pork exports are projected at 1.8 million metric tons valued at $5.5 million, an increase from the November forecast of 1.7 million metric tons valued at $5.4 billion.  Broiler meat exports are expected to hit 3.3 million metric tons valued at $3.8 billion, an increase from November’s forecast of 3.1 million metric tons valued at $3.6 billion.  Beef and veal exports were left unchanged at 900,000 metric tons valued at $4.9 billion.  USDA also left the beef and pork variety meat exports forecast in November unchanged.
People NEWS
Manly Wilder Retiring; Thompson Taking Over: Manly Wilder, chief deputy secretary of NCDENR is retiring May 1. Wilder worked directly with the following divisions and work groups within NCDENR: Soil and Water Conservation, Forest Resources, Marine Fisheries, Parks and Recreation, the Ecosystem Enhancement Program, and the Natural Resource Planning Group.  Wilder came to this position from the N.C. Division of Soil and Water Conservation where he served as division director since November 2005. Prior to working at NCDENR, he served in a variety of key roles during a 35-year career with the Natural Resources Conservation Service. Mary Penny Thompson has been named as the chief deputy secretary of NCDENR and will begin her duties May 1.  Since 2009, Thompson has served a dual role at DENR, as assistant secretary for information technology and its general counsel.

NCSU Professor Receives Award: Dr. Todd Klaenhammer, university distinguished professor and William Neal Reynolds professor of food, bioprocessing and nutrition sciences, is the 2012 recipient of the Harris Award for Excellence in Food Science and Technology given by the Ohio State University Department of Food Science and Technology. 
Fuel & Energy NEWS

Duke Energy and Progress Energy File New Merger Plan:   Duke Energy and Progress Energy filed a second wholesale market power mitigation plan with the North Carolina Utilities Commission (NCUC) as part of their proposed merger.  “The intent of this merger is to strike the right balance between the customer and shareholder benefits,” said Jim Rogers, chairman, president and CEO of Duke Energy. “We must also balance the expectations of our state commissions to keep electricity costs low, and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s (FERC) concerns about market power in the Carolinas. We believe we have done that with this plan.” The NCUC has up to 30 days to review the mitigation plan before it is filed with the FERC.
University NEWS

NCSU-CALS Dean Search:   NC State University has created a Dean's Search Nominating Committee. The members of that Committee can be found at: http://provost.ncsu.edu/news/cals-cnr-and-dasa-searches-underway.php. A CALS Dean Search Listening Session will beheld on Tuesday, March 13th from 5pm to 7pm at the NC State University Club. The listening session will allow you an opportunity to express to the Nominating Committee the key skills, experience, background and other factors you feel are important for the new Dean to possess. To RSVP for this event, please go to http://go.ncsu.edu/calsdean_listeningsession to register or call Scott Troutman, CALS Alumni and Friends Society, at (919) 515-7857.
NCDA NEWS

Farmer Meetings With Lowes Foods:  NCDA&CS' Marketing group is hosting four farmer meetings throughout the state for those interested in selling to Lowes Foods and MDI. Meetings will address the guidelines required to sell to Lowes and MDI. Meetings will be held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on the following dates and locations: February 29th. Southeastern NC Ag Center, 1027 US 74 E, Lumberton, NC; March 14th Raleigh, NC-Location TBD; March 28th. Greensboro, NC-Location TBD; and April 11th. Asheville, NC-Location TBD. There is no cost to attend and lunch will be served. RSVP is required.  Call 919-707-3133 or 919-707-3148.

2012 N.C. Boll Weevil Assessment Drops: The board of the Boll Weevil Eradication Foundation of NC has set the boll weevil assessment for 2012 at 70 cents per acre of cotton, 30 cents less than the 2011 assessment. Foundation contractors will install and monitor traps from late summer until after harvest and frost. Because the focus of N.C’s program has shifted from eradication to monitoring, farmers should anticipate the number of traps in fields will decrease. As such, each trap will be critical, and farmers are encouraged to contact the foundation if traps are damaged or knocked down. Farmers in 55 counties grew 798,342 certified acres of cotton last year. The top three cotton-growing counties were Edgecombe, Halifax and Bertie.  To allow for trapping and monitoring, cotton growers are required to certify cotton acreage information with their local FSA office by June 30. 
Specialty Crop Grants Deadline April 20: NCDA&CS is offering grants to nonprofit and government agencies aimed at enhancing the competitiveness of specialty crops in the marketplace. NCDA&CS will accept grant applications starting at $10,000 from nonprofit organizations, commodity associations, state and local government agencies, colleges and universities. The application deadline is 5 p.m. April 20. For more info, go to www.NCSpecialtyCropGrant.org or call NCDA&CS marketing specialist Jeff Camden at 919-707-3111.
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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