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Since 1948, Franklin Baking Co. in Goldsboro, N. C., has been baking up delicious fresh breads and buns. The bakery’s four production lines turn out 2.5 million pounds of baked foods a week, which the bakery markets to retail and foodservice customers throughout eastern North Carolina and southeast South Carolina. Among Franklin Baking’s top bread brands are Nature’s Own, Cobblestone Mill, Sunbeam, and Bunny. It also markets Blue Bird snack cakes and pastries. Franklin Baking has earned numerous superior scores for food safety from the American Institute of Baking. The company is a subsidiary of Flowers Foods (NYSE: FLO), headquartered in Thomasville, Ga., which is one of the nation’s leading bakery foods companies. For more information, visit www.flowersfoods.com.

Washington NEWS

Kissell and McIntyre Founding Members of Chicken Caucus: Congressman Rick Crawford, (R-AR) and Congressman Sanford Bishop, (D-GA) have co-founded the bipartisan Congressional Chicken Caucus. The Chicken Caucus will educate members of Congress and their staffs on the concerns and benefits of the U.S. chicken industry. Founding members of the Congressional Chicken Caucus include:  Co-Chair, Congressman Rick Crawford, (R-AR); Co-Chair, Congressman Sanford Bishop, (D-GA); Congressman Larry Kissell, (D-NC); Congressman Austin Scott, (R-GA); Congressman John Carney, (D-DE); Congressman Mike McIntyre, (D-NC); Congressman Robert Hurt, (R-VA); and Congressman Tom Graves, (R-GA). 
Consumers Support Egg Legislation: American consumers said they would support federal legislation for enriched cages for egg-laying hens by a margin of 4-to-1.  The survey also found that consumers preferred federal legislation to state legislation by a margin of 2-to-1.  The survey also reported that 59% of consumers would be “more supportive” of the legislation if they knew that UEP and HSUS also supported the legislation. The survey was commissioned by UEP and conducted by an independent research group, Bantam.  Bantam conducted two nationwide surveys of 1,000 registered voters. The HSUS and the United Egg Producers (UEP) are supporting federal legislation that requires egg producers to switch to enriched cages. The bill, The Egg Products Inspection Act Amendments of 2012 (H.R. 3798), was recently introduced in the U.S. House.
Senate Inaction on H.R. 872 Jeopardizes Public Health in CA: The Contra Costa Times of California published an article on the increased danger of West Nile virus facing Bay Area residents this year. Mosquito control authorities may have to cease spraying this season because of a misguided court order that went into effect November 1, 2011 requiring duplicative permitting requirements for the use of pesticides that are already regulated. As Deborah Bass, spokeswoman for Contra Costa Mosquito & Vector Control, states in the article: "The new rules require agencies to monitor water quality before, immediately after and again a week after spraying, even though the pesticides are already approved federally to be used in water. This will be moving manpower and money away from public health." The House Agriculture Committee took action to prevent the redundant regulations from taking effect, and H.R. 872, the Reducing Regulatory Burdens Act, passed the House on March 31, 2011. But, the Senate has failed to take action. House Agriculture Committee Chairman Frank D. Lucas continues to call upon Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid to bring H.R. 872 to a vote and remove this regulation.  
Campaign NEWS
Rep. Shuler Not Running for Re-Election: U.S. Congressman Heath Shuler (D-11th District) announced he will not seek re-election to the U.S. House of Representatives.  Earlier in the week, Shuler announced he would not run for governor.  Of his decision, Shuler said, “I have always said family comes first, and I never intended to be a career politician. I am ready to refocus my priorities and spend more time at home with my wife Nikol and two young children.”

Etheridge, McCrory Running for Governor:  Bob Etheridge, former congressman representing N.C.’s 2nd District, announced his intent to run for the Democratic nomination for N.C.’s governor. Former Charlotte Mayor Pat McCroy officially declared his candidacy this week for the governor’s office after months of an unofficial campaign.  Lt. Governor Dalton and state House member Bill Faison are also in the race. Charlotte Mayor Anthony Foxx, Winston-Salem Mayor Allen Joines, and Erskine Bowles, a former University of North Carolina president, said they would not run.
N.C. Legislature Members Not Running in 2012: State Rep. Joe Hackney announced he won’t run again in 2012.  Hackney, D-Orange, is the House minority leader and former House speaker.  Hackney said he plans to focus on his family, law practice, and family farm.  Rep. William A. Current, a Republican representing Gaston County, said he would not seek another term.  He has served four terms. Rep. Diane Parfitt, a Democrat representing Cumberland County, said she would retire after her only term. Rep. Alice Bordsen, a Democrat representing Alamance County, has served in the House since 2002 and will not run in 2012. State Sen. Jean Preston, a moderate Republican representing Carteret, Craven, and Pamlico counties, announced she won’t seek re-election.  Before her election to the state Senate six years ago, Preston served seven terms in the House.
Challenger for District 23: Rocky Mount attorney William Solomon, Jr. will challenge N.C. Rep. Joe Tolson for the N.C House District 23 seat in the Democratic primary. Tolson, a Democrat, has served in the House for eight terms.  The district covers Edgecombe and Wilson counties.
University NEWS

Small Farms Week 2012: The itinerary for The Cooperative Extension Program at A&T’s annual celebration of small-scale agriculture is set. The kickoff will be Monday, March 26, in Martin County; Tuesday’s (March 27) educational forum will feature tours of two farms where livestock and produce production are innovatively amalgamated, and the educational forum Wednesday morning (March 28) prior to the Small Farmers Recognition Luncheon will include presentations by a number of authorities on increasing profits from livestock production. 
Business NEWS

The 10% Campaign Receives $5,000 Gift From Carolina Farm Credit: Carolina Farm Credit has given $5,000 to support the 10% Campaign, a North Carolina initiative designed to encourage consumers to spend 10 percent of their food budget on locally-produced foods. Carolina Farm Credit’s contribution will be used to further the campaign’s education efforts. The 10% Campaign was launched in 2010 and the campaign’s website has recorded more than $12 million in sales by both individual consumers and businesses. 
Judge Hears Feds on Graphic Cigarette Images: The federal government gained little ground in convincing U.S. District Judge Richard Leon that the new cigarette-labeling requirements were legal at an hour-long hearing held last week.  In an earlier ruling, Leon said that cigarette makers are likely to win their lawsuit and that the graphic labels go beyond stating the facts into advocacy.  He also ruled that the size of the labels were unconstitutional. Leon had previously blocked the rule from going into effect to allow time for the lawsuit to be resolved. The case will be heard in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia on April 10.
Environmental NEWS
Feb. 10 Deadline for Water Funding: The N.C. Soil and Water Conservation Commission has approved cost-share funding to help farmers meet their water needs through the construction of new farm ponds, converting existing irrigation systems, or installing or expanding water supplies.  The deadline to apply is Feb. 10. Contact your local soil and water district office for more info.

New NCDENR Rule for Jordan Lake Watershed: By August 2012, the application of fertilizer to land in the Jordan watershed must be done either by applicators who have completed nutrient management training offered by the N.C. Cooperative Extension Service, or, pursuant to a nutrient management plan that is approved by a certified technical specialist. Requirements apply not only to applicators but also to property owners who are responsible for ensuring that anyone applying fertilizers to their land has met the requirements. Fertilizer management training is available for free at N.C. Cooperative Extension offices. Online training is available for a $10 fee.  Click here for more info.
Commodity NEWS
Organic Cotton On the Rise; N.C. Harvests First Crop:  The U.S. organic cotton market continues to grow, encouraged by consumer demand, price premiums, and regulatory shifts that will ease marketing restrictions for organic cotton products, according to the 2010 and Preliminary 2011 U.S. Organic Cotton Production & Marketing Trends report conducted by the Organic Trade Association (OTA). The survey showed planted acres were up 36 percent, to reach 11,827 acres, in 2010, while bales harvested were up nearly 24 percent. U.S. producers harvested 11,262 acres of organic cotton in 2010, representing 95 percent of their planted acres, and yielding 13,279 bales.  While 2011 saw the largest number of acres planted since 1999, harvested acres and bales are expected to be down by 38 and 45 percent, respectively, due to a devastating drought in the Southern Plains. A modest acreage gain of two percent is forecast for 2012, bringing plantings of U.S. organic cotton to 16,406 acres. Where opportunity exists for significant expansion of U.S. organic acreage is most likely in nascent organic cotton-growing regions such as North Carolina, which harvested its first crop of organic cotton in 2011.

UAE Accepts U.S. Beef: U.S. beef producers can now export to the United Arab Emirates.  The Middle East country has lifted its ban on importing U.S. cattle older than 30 months. The UAE’s ban on U.S. cattle began in 2009 due to fears of BSE. U.S. beef exports to the Middle East set new annual records (as of October 2011), increasing 39 percent in volume and 44 percent for value over last year.
NCDA NEWS

TW Garner Food Co. Wins Exporter of the Year:  NCDA&CS has named TW Garner Food Co. of Winston-Salem as the 2012 N.C. Exporter of the Year. Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler presented the award to Steve DeCorte, general manager of sales, during the Ag Development Forum held Feb. 2. The department created the award to honor agriculture businesses that successfully export N.C. agricultural products around the world. Five years ago, TW Garner exported the first pallet of its Texas Pete hot sauce to Finland. Now, the company ships a 40-foot container to Finland each month and exports to nearly 20 countries. DeCorte oversaw the company’s entry into 13 new international markets last year, including China, Costa Rica, Dubai, Russia, South Africa and the United Kingdom. TW Garner Food Company is an 80-year-old business in its fifth generation of family ownership. The company sells a full line of hot sauces, wing sauces, seafood sauces, salsas and tortilla chips.
USDA NEWS
USDA Announces CRP General Sign-Up: USDA will conduct a four-week Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) general signup, beginning on March 12 and ending on April 6. CRP is a voluntary program available to agricultural producers to help them use environmentally sensitive land for conservation benefits. For more info visit a local FSA service center or www.usda.fsa.gov.
Sign-Up Dates for 2012 DCP and ACRE Program: Enrollment for the 2012 Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) and the Average Crop Revenue Election Program (ACRE) began on Jan. 23, 2012, and the last day for producers to sign up for either program will be June 1, 2012. USDA urges producers to make use of the electronic DCP (eDCP) automated website to sign up, or producers can visit any USDA Service Center to complete their 2012 DCP or ACRE contract. 

Pilot Program to Help Rural Borrowers Refinance Mortgages: USDA is launching a pilot program to help rural borrowers refinance their mortgages to reduce their monthly payments. The Single Family Housing Guaranteed Rural Refinance Pilot Program will operate in 19 states, N.C. is one of them, for homeowners who have loans that were made or guaranteed by USDA Rural Development.  To be eligible under this pilot, borrowers must have made their mortgage payments on time for 12 consecutive months. They do not have to obtain new credit reports, property inspections or home appraisals. Refinanced loans must be at rates below the original interest rate. Terms cannot exceed 30 years. The performance of the pilot will be reviewed after two years to evaluate whether to continue it, terminate it, or make it permanent.

Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar

HYPERLINK "http://www.ciclt.net/sn/cal/c_monthly.aspx?ClientCode=ncagbc&Month=&Year=" \t "_blank".
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