[image: image2.png]V. AgNews UPDATE

NC/AQ Weekly News Critical to Your Agribusiness






March 12, 2012
[image: image1.jpg]NORTH CAROLINA
‘ GROWERS ASSOCIATION




This week’s issue of the AgNews Update is sponsored by The NC Growers Association (NCGA), a non-profit cooperative that consists of approximately 750 North Carolina grower-members who grow a wide variety of diversified crops from flowers, turfgrass, and Christmas trees to tobacco, cucumbers and sweet potatoes.  NCGA provides its members a labor force via the H-2a program, which is a legal guestworker program, authorized by the Immigration Reform and Control Act (IRCA) of 1986. H-2a enables farmers to secure a legal and adequate labor force that is available and capable of assisting with the seasonal/temporary manual labor associated with some agricultural crops. In order to utilize the H-2a program, growers must certify with USDOL they have first engage in independent positive recruitment of US workers through the local employment security commission, word of mouth with other growers and by placing ads in newspapers and on the radio, as well as soliciting the return of any former, qualified workers.

Weather & Drought NEWS

Perdue Requests SBA Assistance for Storm Survivors: Gov. Bev Perdue is requesting assistance from the U.S. Small Business Administration for Cabarrus, Cherokee, and Mecklenburg counties following the severe weather and tornadoes that struck last weekend. Local and state emergency management teams went out with the SBA staff surveying the extent of the tornado damage in the hardest hit areas. 
 Washington NEWS
House Passes Bill to Protect North Carolinian Jobs from Unfair Trade: The U.S. House of Representatives has passed legislation, H.R. 4105, to protect North Carolinian jobs from unfair trade practices utilized by counties with non-market economies like China and Vietnam. U.S. Representatives Renee Ellmers, Larry Kissell, Mike McIntyre, and Heath Shuler are cosponsors of the bill, which would apply countervailing duty provisions to prevent unfair trade practices that harm the competitiveness of U.S. products and companies.  Last month, a bipartisan group of representatives, including Rep. Walter Jones, Rep. Larry Kissell, Mike McIntyre, and Rep. Heath Shuler, sent a letter to Congressional leadership calling for swift action to address the lapse of this important trade tool.  N.C.’s entire congressional delegation voted in favor of the bill.

Ellmers Submits Bill to Forbid Tolls on I-95: Congresswoman Renee Ellmers (NC -2) recently submitted her stand-alone bill, H.R. 4174 the "No Tolls in North Carolina Act of 2012".  The bill would prevent the Federal Highway Administration from approving a pilot program that would enact tolls on Interstate 95 in order to pay for its expansion. Ellmers said, “After hearing from numerous constituents and businesses up and down the I-95 corridor, it is clear that NCDOT did not demonstrate that these improvements could be implemented without a toll as required by law. While our highways need to be updated to meet growing needs and usage, North Carolina taxpayers should not have to bear further burdens after paying one of the highest gas taxes in the country." 
Agriculture Committee Adopts Budget Letter: The House Agriculture Committee adopted the budget views and estimates letter, which outlines the committee's budget recommendations for the agencies and programs under its jurisdiction for fiscal year 2013. The letter will be submitted to House Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan of Wisconsin. A copy of the letter can be viewed here.  

Jones Speaks Out Against Golden Tilefish “Endorsement” Proposal:  Congressman Walter B. Jones (NC-3) spoke out against a South Atlantic Fisheries Management Council proposal to reduce the number of fishermen eligible to participate in the golden tilefish fishery through an “endorsement” process.  The Council is considering the proposal – also known as Amendment 18B – at its upcoming meeting in Savannah, Georgia.  In a letter to South Atlantic Council Chairman David Cupka, Jones argued that the effort to cut eligible fishermen is unnecessary given the health of the golden tilefish stock.  He urged the council to terminate Amendment 18B and instead focus its efforts on fixing the problems with golden tilefish management that prevent N.C.  and other states north of Florida from equitably accessing their fair share of the resource.   
Farm Bill Hearings Begin:  The U.S. Senate Ag Committee began hearings on the 2012 Farm Bill.  The U.S. House Ag Committee kicked off Farm Bill field hearings last week in New York and will hold additional field hearings through April.  
Campaign NEWS

N.C. Personnel Director Begins Campaign for Lieutenant Governor: The director of the Office of State Personnel, Linda Coleman, has resigned effective the end March to run for lieutenant governor.  Coleman will face Sen. Eric Mansfield in the Democratic primary.

Parker Drops Out of District 63 Race: Roger Parker, a candidate for the N.C. House District 63, dropped out of the race. Parker was set to run against Steve Ross in the GOP primary for the seat.   The seat is being vacated by Democrat Alice Bordsen.  Parker said that he wasn’t sure if the N.C. Republican Party was backing his campaign or Ross’.
Pittenger to Run for Myrick’s Seat:  Former state Sen. Robert Pittenger, a Republican, plans to run for Sue Myrick’s 9th Congressional District seat.  There are 11 Republicans, one Democrat, and one Libertarian running. 

Legislative NEWS

Public Input on Candidates for Superior Court Judge: Gov. Bev Perdue wants to hear from the public regarding three candidates to serve as a superior court judge in Harnett and Lee counties- C. Winston Gilchrist, David F. McRae, April H. Phillips. Members of the public are encouraged to contact Governor Perdue’s Legal Counsel’s Office at (919) 715-1455 or at judicialnominatingcommission@nc.gov to provide input on these three candidates.  
Immigration NEWS

N.C. Immigration Event: The Greater Raleigh Area Chamber of Commerce and the Partnership for a New American Economy are hosting “Attracting the Best & Brightest:  Growing our Economy through Smarter Immigration Policies” on March 12 in Cary.  The event will focus on immigration policies and their impact on talent recruitment and retention as well as how current policies are affecting our nation’s economy.  Click here for more info.
Fuel & Energy NEWS

Wind Farm Approved: The N.C. Utilities Commission approved a wind farm project on 11,000 acres in Beaufort County.  The Pantego Wind Energy Facility would provide enough energy for as many as 15,000 homes.  The facility’s turbines would reach nearly 500 feet into the air and is located near Pocosin Lakes National Wildlife Refuge.  Opponents argue that the facility could be harmful to migrating birds.  The commission said that the project still has to secure state and federal environmental permits. The earliest date for the facility to generate electricity is late 2013.
Environmental NEWS

EPA Begins Enforcing NPDES Permit Requirements for Pesticides: EPA's enforcement of NPDES permit requirements for aquatic pesticide applications began March 1.  Pesticide applicators have been required to meet the stipulations of EPA's permit since October 31 of last year.  However, EPA did not mandate certain reporting requirements until January of this year.  Despite the court decision which required these permits becoming effective October 31, a handful of states have yet to finalize permits.  Efforts in Congress to enact HR 872 which would essentially undo the court's decision have slowed in the Senate following Sens. Barbara Boxer (D-CA) and Ben Cardin (D-MD) placing a hold on the legislation.  
University NEWS

NCSU Develops Disease-Resistant Hybrid Dogwood:  NCSU horticultural scientist Thomas Ranney has been working on a hybrid dogwood that withstands a destructive fungal disease, which stunts growth, deforms, and often kills trees.  The new tree would also produce larger, showier flowers.  The hybrid is being distributed to growers and could be available at nurseries as early as 2014. The flowering dogwood brings in between $5 and $6 million in retail sales each year, accounting for nearly 10 percent of the nation’s total dogwood sales. Over the next 10 years, the new variety could bring in up to $20 million in sales for N.C. growers.

NCSU Names Sustainability Coordinator: Dr. Danesha Seth Carley, a 2006 doctoral graduate of the North Carolina State University departments of crop science and plant pathology and the first to hold this new position, recently was named coordinator for sustainability programs in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences. Before she took this new position, Seth Carley served as assistant director of the Southern Region IPM Center. She also is a research scientist studying plant health and environmental stress impacts on plant systems.
Commodity NEWS
Decline Continues for Eggs Set and Placements: Eggs set in incubators dropped five percent to 197 million eggs for the week ending March 3, according to USDA’s latest report.  Average hatchability was 85 percent.  Chicks placed for meat production dropped 3 percent to 163 million.  Cumulative placements dropped four percent to 1.45 billion.

Taiwan to Allow U.S. Beef: Taiwan officials plan to lift the ban on most U.S. beef containing ractopamine. The U.S. asked Taiwan to lift the ban in order to proceed on the Trade and Investment Framework Agreement between U.S. and Taiwan. The U.S. is one of 26 countries that have declared ractopamine safe for human consumption.
People NEWS

New Davie Extension Director:  Lyndsie N. Young, Davie County’s 4-H leader for the last five years, has been named to direct North Carolina Cooperative Extension programs in the county. Young joined Cooperative Extension in 2007 as the 4-H and Youth Development agent for Davie County. She has served as interim director of Davie Cooperative Extension programs since 2010 after Greg Hoover left Davie to take a post as a district extension director.
Business NEWS
Higher Cigarette Taxes on CA Ballot: Higher excise taxes on cigarettes will be voted on by California voters on the June 5 presidential primary ballot.  If passed, the measure would increase California’s excise tax by $1 to $1.87 per pack. California accounts for roughly 6.6 percent of the cigarette and snuff volume consumption in the U.S. Cigarette companies will feel the pinch if it passes.  Nationwide, the measure is comparable to a seven-cent cigarette tax. R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. and Philip Morris USA are among the companies opposing Proposition 29, which proponents say would bring in $855 million to fund cancer research, smoking reduction programs, and tobacco law annually. Tobacco companies say the money raised from the proposition will not necessarily be spent in California, and it will not go toward California’s more than $10 billion budget deficit. This measure has been voted down by California voters 14 times, the last in 2006.
Mebane Furniture Company to Close: Mebane-based Craftique Furniture announced it would shut down its manufacturing and retail operations this year.  The 66-year-old company manufactures high-end furnishings, and company owners said the economy is driving customers to make purchases based on price rather than quality.
Animal Activism NEWS
Documentary Promotes HSUS’ Vegan Agenda:  The Humane Society of the United States is distributing a documentary  that follows three meat-loving New Yorkers as they go vegan for six weeks.  HSUS says of the film "Vegucated" that “while their [the New Yorkers] eyes are opened to the often cruel practices behind their favorite foods, they also learn how enjoyable a humane diet can be.” Click here for more.
NCDA NEWS

Manage Strawberry Fertilization With Tissue Testing:  Strawberry fertilization has begun in the coastal and piedmont regions of N.C. Fruit quality and yield will depend on how well nutrients are managed from now until harvest. The department recommends that growers submit strawberry tissue samples every two weeks throughout the bloom and fruiting stages. The test costs $7 per sample for N.C. growers and $27 for out-of-state growers. It normally takes two working days for the department’s Agronomic Services Division laboratory to measure nutrient levels in each sample and post test results and recommendations online.
USDA NEWS 

FSA Offices to Close:  Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack informed Congress that in 90 days he plans to approve consolidation of 131 Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices with other USDA service centers, consistent with provisions of the 2008 Farm Bill. USDA announced the Blueprint for Stronger Service on January 9. The Blueprint included USDA's plan to close 259 domestic offices, facilities and labs, including the proposed closure of 131 FSA offices, and seven foreign offices. 

USDA Reminds Producers of Approaching CRP General Sign-up:  Landowners, farmers and ranchers who want to enroll in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) need to do so by April 6.  CRP's competitive general sign-up is open March 12 through April 6, 2012. 
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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