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Duke Energy, one of the largest electric power companies in the United States, supplies and delivers energy to approximately 4 million U.S. customers. The company has approximately 36,000 megawatts of electric generating capacity in the Midwest and the Carolinas, and natural gas distribution services in Ohio and Kentucky. In addition, Duke Energy has more than 4,000 megawatts of electric generation in Latin America, and is a joint-venture partner in a U.S. real estate company. Headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., Duke Energy is a Fortune 500 company traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol DUK. More information about the company is available on the Internet at: http://www.duke-energy.com.

Washington NEWS

Capitol Conversations: Mike McIntyre and USDA Undersecretary Dallas Tonsager‏: In this edition of Capitol Conversations, Congressman Mike McIntyre sits down with USDA Under Secretary for Rural Development Dallas Tonsager to discuss matters most important to our rural communities.  Click here for more.

Senate Passes Transportation Bill, Includes Farm Trucking Amendment: The Senate approved the Surface Transportation bill, which authorizes $109 billion for federal transportation programs over the next two years, including more than $2.12 billion for North Carolina. The bill authorizes $134 million over the next two years for a ferry program in N.C. The Ferry Boat Discretionary (FBD) Program provides grants to help pay for the construction of ferry boats and terminal facilities. The bill also included a bipartisan amendment sponsored by Oregon’s Senator Jeff Merkley that would make it easier for farmers and ranchers to transport their products to market if they operate near state lines. Currently, farmers are exempt from certain regulations when they transport their products in farm vehicles, as long as they are transporting the products within the same state. However, this is problematic for farmers and ranchers who live near state borders and whose best market or nearest processing facility might be just across the state line. The amendment will allow farms to transport products to the nearest processing facility without these burdensome requirements. Sen. Kay Hagan (D-N.C.) voted in support of the bipartisan legislation, which passed the Senate by a vote of 74 to 22. Sen. Richard Burr (R-N.C.) voted against the bill. The bill now moves to the House for consideration. 

“Boiler MACT” Rule Rewrite Fails in Senate: The U.S. Senate failed to pass an amendment that would have required the EPA to rewrite its proposed “Boiler MACT” rule.  The Senate voted 52-46 but needed 60 votes to pass the amendment.  Sen. Richard Burr (R-N.C.) voted no and Sen. Kay Hagan (D-N.C.) voted yes. 
NC Legislative NEWS

Family Farms May Be Lost to Estate Tax: N.C.’s  Revenue Laws Committee is reviewing draft legislation that would repeal the state’s death tax.  If no action is taken, estates with assets of $1 million or more will be subject to the tax as of Jan. 1, 2013.  As a result, more small businesses and family farms will have to pay the tax, making it difficult to keep farms in the family. Previously, estates with assets of $5 million or more were subject to the tax. State lawmakers are reluctant to repeal the death tax because of the lost revenue.  However, if the tax remains, the revenue generated amounts to less than one percent of state revenue.

Perdue Asks for Public Input on Judges for Duplin, Jones, Sampson Counties: Gov. Bev Perdue wants to hear from the public regarding three candidates to serve as a superior court judge in Duplin, Jones, and Sampson counties. The three names for the vacancy in the three counties, formally known as Judicial District 4A, are W. Douglas Parsons, David T. Phillips, William B. Sutton, Jr. Members of the public are encouraged to contact Governor Perdue’s Legal Counsel’s Office by March 21, 2012 at (919) 715-1455 or at judicialnominatingcommission@nc.gov to provide input on these three candidates. 
Fuel & Energy NEWS

Chinese Wind Energy Company Chooses N.C.: China Ming Yang Wind Power Group Limited, a leading wind turbine manufacturer in China, announced the opening of its North American research and development center on the Centennial Campus of N.C. State University. Dr. Shu Ching Quek, president of Ming Yang Wind Power USA Inc., will head up operations at the facility, which will focus the company’s efforts to further enhance energy output and lower the cost of electricity by improving the manufacture and operation systems of offshore wind turbines.  
People NEWS

N.C. Pork Producers Elected to National Leadership Roles: Three North Carolina pork producers were elected to leadership roles in the National Pork Producers Council (NPPC) during the organization's annual business meeting in Denver, CO. R.C. Hunt of Wilson was elected by the board of directors as president; Ray Summerlin of Dunn was elected by delegates to the NPPC board of directors for a three-year term; and Kraig Westerbeek of Warsaw was elected by delegates to the NPPC nominating committee for a two-year term.

Perdue Appoints Gilchrist to Superior Court Bench in Harnett and Lee Counties:  Gov. Bev Perdue has appointed C. Winston Gilchrist to the superior court bench for the 11A Judicial District, which covers Harnett and Lee Counties.  He will fill the vacancy created by the retirement of Judge Frank Lanier.
Animal Activism NEWS
National Pork Board to Support Fair Oaks Pig Adventure: The National Pork Board has agreed to donate $1 million to the proposed Fair Oaks Pig Adventure Center in Indiana with a second $1 million donation contingent on private fundraising of $7.6 million. The goal of the project is to allow consumers to see first-hand the way pigs are being raised in a modern barn. Plans call for a working 2,400-head sow farm built to allow visitors to view all aspects of production from an enclosed walkway above, and a separate education center equipped with exhibits and other educational tools. Funds for the National Pork Board's donation will come from the Pork Checkoff. 
Environmental NEWS

N.C. Pork Producer Wins Environmental Award: John M. Langdon Farms located in Benson, N.C., received the 2011 Pork Industry Environmental Stewards Award from the National Pork Board.  Four farm families were honored at the annual National Pork Industry Forum held in Denver CO. The award, now in its 18thyear, recognizes producers who demonstrate a firm commitment to safeguarding the environment and their local communities.  John and Eileen Langdon produce 20,000 finishing pigs per year on their 205-acre farm. The Langdons also were named Environmental Stewards for North Carolina in 2010.
Weather NEWS

Aid Available for Tornado Survivors in Cherokee: Gov. Bev Perdue announced that financial assistance is available for survivors of the tornadoes that struck Cherokee County March 3. The aid is a result of the governor’s request for a disaster declaration by the U.S. Small Business Administration.  Severe storms and tornadoes rolled across several western counties March 3, damaging more than 150 homes in Cherokee, Cabarrus and Mecklenburg counties. All three counties declared a local state of emergency the evening of the storms. Damage assessment teams from North Carolina Emergency Management and the SBA helped local officials survey the damage March 5-7. Those assessments in Cabarrus and Mecklenburg counties did not meet the threshold for a SBA disaster declaration since many of the homes were insured. A U.S. Small Business Administration Disaster Loan Outreach Center opened last week in Murphy. The center is located at the Employment Security Commission, 800 US Highway 64 West. It will be open through Thursday, March 22. Individuals and businesses unable to visit the center can apply via the SBA Customer Service Center at 800-659-2955.
Business NEWS
Fuquay-Varina’s John Deere Turf Care Recognized for Outstanding Environmental Efforts:  The Department of Environment and Natural Resources recognized John Deere Turf Care in Fuquay-Varina as a 2011 Environmental Steward.  The state’s Environmental Stewardship Initiative, designed to promote and encourage superior environmental performance by North Carolina’s regulated community, began in 2002. An “Environmental Steward” is an organization that has demonstrated environmental leadership through its commitment to exemplary environmental performance beyond what is required by regulation. The award recognizes John Deere Turf Care’s superior environmental performance, commitment to continued reduction of its environmental impact, and demonstrated commitment to exceed compliance. The facility is one of only 16 facilities in the state that have achieved this recognition.

Reynolds American Cutting 540 Jobs: Reynolds American Inc. announced it would be cutting 10 percent of its employees by the end of 2014.  About 540 jobs will be cut to maintain growth in the difficult tobacco market. Cigarette volumes have dropped about three percent each year but even more significantly since 2009 due to a 62-cents-per-pack federal tax increase.
University NEWS

Extension Part of N.C. State Service Award: N.C. Cooperative Extension is recognized as one of the factors in North Carolina State University receiving the highest federal recognition a college or university can receive for its commitment to volunteering, service-learning and civic engagement – a Presidential Award. As part of the 2012 President’s Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll, N.C. State is one of only five Presidential Awardees nationwide, and one of two in the “general community service” category.
Commodity NEWS
U.S., EU Resolve Beef Dispute: The EU has resolved its trading dispute with the U.S. and Canada, increasing its duty-free quota for imports of beef not treated with hormones.  The new quota will increase to 48,200 metric tons from 20,000 metric tons and will take effect in August.
NCDA NEWS
NCDA&CS to Host Food Business Conference May 8: NCDA&CS will host its first-ever Food Business Conference at the Alamance Cooperative Extension offices in Burlington. The marketing event is aimed at food business owners looking to expand their businesses. Topics include building your brand, international marketing on a zero budget, protecting your assets, using smartphones and QR codes to get and keep customers, giving effective presentations, and in-store tastings. Early registration is $45 before March 31. The registration fee increases to $50 after March 31. All registrations must be received by May 1. For more info click here or call food business specialist Annette Dunlap at 919-707-3117.
USDA NEWS 
Hagan Urges Eligible African American Farmers to Take Action in Discrimination Case: U.S. Senator Kay R. Hagan (NC) encouraged eligible N.C. farmers to file claims in the Black Farmers Discrimination Litigation Settlement with the USDA. Last week, approximately 250 North Carolina black farmers filed claims at an event in Durham. The deadline to file is May 11, 2012. Several meetings are being held in N.C. to provide information about the case and to assist plaintiffs in completing their claim forms. For a list of meetings, click here.
USDA Proposes Reporting of Pork and DDG Export Sales: The USDA is proposing a rule that would add reporting for pork (fresh, chilled, and frozen box/primal cuts) and distillers dried grain (DDG) to the Export Sales Reporting Requirements. Under this proposed rule, all exporters of U.S. pork and DDG would be required to report on a weekly basis information on the export sales of pork and DDGs to the Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS). Click here to view the proposed rule. All comments must be submitted on or before May 7, 2012.  All comments concerning this proposed rule should be submitted to Peter W. Burr, Branch Chief, Export Sales Reporting Branch, Import Policies and Export Reporting Division, Office of Trade Programs, Foreign Agricultural Service,  by email at pete.burr@fas.usda.gov; or by telephone at (202) 720-3274; or fax to (202) 720-0876.
USDA Proposes New BSE Beef Import Rule: USDA published a new comprehensive BSE (Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy) rule that will ensure other countries aren’t able to place non-tariff trade barriers on U.S. beef. The proposed rule would bring BSE import regulations in line with international, science-based animal health standards, which calls for countries to base their trade policies on the actual risk of animals harboring the disease. This will help the U.S. to provide strong protections against BSE, while putting trade negotiators on stronger ground to continue pressing other countries to reopen trade markets that are closed to U.S. beef. This action is scheduled for publication in the Federal Register within a week. Consideration will be given to comments received within 60 days of the rule’s publication in the Federal Register. If you wish to submit a comment, click here.
Mark Your Calendar

To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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