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Carolina Farm Credit has more than $1.2 billion in loans outstanding to more than 8700 members and is controlled by a group of local directors who are also farmers. Carolina Farm Credit had 37 service centers serving 54 counties in Central and Western North Carolina. Carolina Farm Credit is part of the nationwide financial cooperative system created by Congress in 1916 to provide American Agriculture with a dependable source of credit. Carolina Farm Credit makes short, intermediate and long term loans to full and part time farmers for almost any farm or family need. Loans for homes, lots and home construction are also available. Like other financial institutions, Carolina Farm Credit charges a competitive interest rate; however, unlike other financial institutions, a majority of the profits are returned to the members in the form of a patronage refund, which reduces their effective rate. For more information or to apply for a loan online, visit our website at www.carolinafarmcredit.com. Or to learn more about Carolina Farm Credit, find us on Facebook.
Washington NEWS

McIntyre Pushes for North Carolinian Pork Exports to Taiwan:  U.S. Congressman Mike McIntyre has called for increased efforts to ensure that pork and beef exports to Taiwan receive fair treatment.  Over the course of the past year, the government of Taiwan has increased inspections of US beef and pork products. The beef and pork industry notes that these inspections are not based on scientific data or standards and, if allowed to continue, may diminish consumer perception of US beef and pork products in a key export market.  Congressman McIntyre joined a bipartisan group of members of the House of Representatives in a letter U.S. Trade Representative Ron Kirk and U.S. Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack to express strong concerns regarding the non-science-based restrictions that Taiwan has placed on beef and pork imports from the U.S.  

Senate Passes JOBS Act: Last week, the U.S. Senate passed the Jumpstart Our Business Startups (JOBS) Act, H.R. 3606. The bill, which is aimed at easing the ability of small and emerging companies to raise capital, passed the Senate by a vote of 73 to 26.  The bill is a package of several separate pieces of legislation designed to ease regulations on small businesses and start-up companies.  Sen. Kay Hagan said, “The bill we passed today will help our small business owners who are trying to grow their companies. This legislation enjoyed strong bipartisan support on both sides of the Capitol, and while I am disappointed that the bill does not include a reauthorization of the Export-Import Bank, I understand that bipartisan compromise is necessary to make progress in Congress. I will continue working with my colleagues on both sides of the aisle to reauthorize the Export-Import Bank.” Sen. Kay Hagan and Sen. Richard Burr voted in favor of the bill.

Ag Impact of House Committee’s Budget Proposal: House Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan’s (R-Wis.) proposed FY2013 Budget passed in committee by a single vote last week. On the agriculture side, the proposal would reduce spending by $30 billion over 10 years by reducing direct payments and reforming crop insurance so that agriculture producers take on more responsibilities related to managing risk. The proposal did note that these savings would not begin until the passage of a new farm bill. In a statement, House Ag Committee Chairman Frank Lucas (R-OK) cautioned about "reading too much into the numbers or policy proposals in either the president's budget or the Ryan budget" and stated that his committee was committed to writing a "fiscally responsible Farm Bill that ensures Americans continue to have a safe, affordable, and stable food supply." U.S. House Ag Committee Ranking Member Collin C. Peterson (D-Minn.) said, “The process outlined by the House Republican budget all but guarantees there will be no farm bill this year.  The Ryan budget proposes significant cuts in the farm safety net and conservation programs, and slashes spending on nutrition programs that provide food for millions of Americans. It is appalling that in an attempt to avoid defense cuts the Republican leadership has elected to leave farmers and hungry families hurting. We need to get our spending under control and agriculture has shown that we can do our part but all other sectors of our economy need to do so as well. To do otherwise is irresponsible.” The bill is expected to go to the floor next week.

Sens. Moran, Thune Introduce Bill to Block Overreaching DOL Farm Labor Rule: U.S. Senators John Thune (R-S.D.) and Jerry Moran (R-Kan.) introduced legislation, the Preserving America’s Family Farm Act, to prevent the Department of Labor (DOL) from enacting its controversial proposed restrictions on youth working on family farms.  “The Department of Labor has proposed 85 pages of unreasonable and overreaching rules that would unnecessarily restrict the participation of young people in agriculture related activities,” said Thune. “Family farms and farming communities teach young people responsible work ethics and these proposed rules would change that by severely limiting the commonplace activities in which young people can learn about agriculture.” In addition to Thune and Moran, the bipartisan bill has attracted 36 cosponsors in the Senate, including N.C.’s U.S. Senator Richard Burr.
Legislative NEWS

Gov. Perdue Appoints Smith to District Court Bench: Gov. Bev Perdue has appointed Kirby Smith to the District Court bench for the 3B Judicial District that covers Carteret, Craven, and Pamlico Counties.  He will fill the vacancy created by the retirement of Judge Jerry Waddell. 
Animal Activism NEWS

Law Prevents Undercover Photos: Last month, Iowa passed a law making it illegal to take photos or shoot video in an animal production facility without permission.  This past week, Utah passed a similar law. Specifically, a person is guilty of agricultural production facility fraud if the person does any of the following:  a. Obtains access to an agricultural production facility by false pretenses. b. Makes a false statement or representation as part of an application or agreement to be employed at an agricultural production facility, if the person knows the statement to be false, and makes the statement with an intent to commit an act not authorized by the owner of the agricultural production facility, knowing that the act is not authorized. Iowa was the first state to pass such a law.  Similar bills didn’t pass or gain traction in Florida, Indiana, and Illinois but still have a chance in Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, New York, and Tennessee.
Environmental NEWS

DENR Launches Online Permit Tracking System: The Department of Environmental and Natural Resources introduced its Environmental Permit Application Tracking system, which will allow applicants and the public to check the status of pending environmental permit applications and/or plan approvals. For more info, go to www.ncdenr.gov.
University NEWS
NC Choices Receives Rural Center Grant: NC Choices, an initiative of the Center for Environmental Farming Systems (CEFS), has received a $325,000 grant from the N.C. Rural Economic Development Center. The funds will be used over two years to provide small-scale, commercial meat processors across the state with assistance, including business development and technical training. The project is expected to help meat processors grow their businesses, create jobs and advance the niche meat industry in the state. For more info, go to www.ncchoices.com.
Campaign NEWS
Democratic Primary Gubernatorial Debate Set: Three Democratic candidates for N.C. governor are set to debate three nights beginning April 16. Lt. Gov. Walter Dalton, former U.S. Rep. Bob Etheridge and state Rep. Bill Faison will participate in the one-hour debates on WRAL-TV on April 16, UNC public television on April 17, and WNCN-TV on April18.  Early voting begins April 19.   Not participating in the debates are Democratic candidates Gary Dunn of Matthews, Gardenia Henley of Winston-Salem, and Bruce Blackmon of Buies Creek.
Dropping Out:  Carl Parrish, a Winston-Salem attorney, has dropped out of the race for Superior Court judge in Forsyth County.  Parrish said he can’t meet residency requirements. Democrat Bivins Hollar announced he would not seek the seat for state Senate District 42, which is heavily Republican.  Rep. Darrell McCormick, who currently represents N.C.’s House District 73, said he will not run in the GOP primary against his friend Rep. Mark Hollo.

People NEWS
Horse Park Names New Director: Carolina Horse Park at Five Points in Raeford, N.C. has a new park director.  Nick Ellis was appointed executive director by the foundation board.  Ellis will replace outgoing director, Jane Murray, who is retiring in April. The park hosts the Stoneybrook Steeplechase every April.
Business NEWS

N.C. Farm Exports Set for Growth: At the monthly Republican Forum luncheon, N.C. Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler said that N.C.’s export of agricultural products is set to “explode”, especially to China, now that an agricultural trade office opened there last year.  N.C.’s export of ag products increased 6 percent, bringing in $3 billion annually. Troxler cited the need to reduce unnecessary regulations, promote food-science research, and provide a legal, reliable workforce.   The luncheon features candidates for local, state, and federal office.

FDA Panel Releases Report on Dissolvables: The FDA’s Tobacco Products Scientific Advisory Committee released its report on dissolvable tobacco products (DTPs).  The report found that exclusive use of DTPs should be less hazardous than regular smoking of cigarettes.  The report said that DTPs could reduce smoking-related diseases by decreasing the number of people who smoke or don’t start smoking.  However, DTPs could give people the impression that tobacco is safe to use.  The panel also reported that research on these products, which account for a small share of the market, is lacking.
N.C. Appeals Court Rules on Smoking Ban: The North Carolina Court of Appeals ruled in favor of a state ban on smoking in bars and restaurants.   Appeals Judge Linda Stephens  wrote that the wording of the ban is very clear about where smoking is prohibited, saying that a private golf club is easy to distinguish from a bar or restaurant.  Previously, a Pitt County judge ruled in favor of nightclub owners who said that the ban did not provide equal protection under the U.S. Constitution because the ban would not apply to private country clubs. The three judges on the appeals panel voted unanimously in favor of the ban, so the Supreme Court is unlikely to hear the case.
Propane FEED Program Offers Incentives For Farmers: The Propane Education & Research Council (PERC) Propane FEED (Farm Equipment Efficiency Demonstration) program is a research program that tests the performance of new propane-fueled technology in agriculture equipment such as irrigation engines and grain dryers. Producers who enroll in the program are offered a financial incentive in exchange for recording performance data of the equipment being tested.  The Propane FEED program is now looking for a limited number of agriculture producers to help the propane industry demonstrate the benefits of selected new propane equipment. Click here for details.
USDA NEWS  
USDA Warns of Fraudulent Letters:  USDA officials learned on March 16th, 2012, that fraudulent letters are being sent by FAX to individuals and businesses in at least four states.  The letters purportedly come from a USDA procurement officer and seek personal information.  These letters are false and in no case should a recipient respond with personal and financial information. The fraudulent letters bear USDA’s logo and seal and are signed by an individual identified as “Frank Rutenberg” using a title of “Senior Procurement Officer”. Letters have been received by FAX in Alabama, Nebraska, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, but may have also been sent to other states. Recipients should not respond and should not supply the requested information. USDA is investigating this matter through the Office of the Inspector General.  
N.C. Companies Going to China on USDA Trade Mission: Acting Under Secretary for Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services Michael Scuse will lead nearly 40 American businesses on a USDA trade mission to China March 23-28. Peter Thornton with NCDA&CS International Marketing Division is participating on the trade mission to China as well as representatives from the following N.C. companies: The Biltmore Company (wine, tourism), PS International Ltd. (meat, poultry, edible oils, flour, sugar, other commodities), and World Wood Wholesale (wood).
USDA Launches Free Webinar Series for Fruit and Vegetable Industry: The USDA is offering a series of free webinars designed to give produce industry members a competitive edge. The series runs through December. The webinars are free and open to everyone in the produce marketing chain including growers, packers, processors, wholesalers, distributors, retailers and representatives from academia and government. Space is limited and advance registration is required. View the 2012 webinar schedule to register, view the complete webinar schedule, or get information about the series.
Mark Your Calendar

To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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