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Novartis Animal Health researches, develops and commercializes leading animal treatments that meet the needs of pet owners, farmers and veterinarians. Headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, Novartis Animal Health conducts business in 40 countries and employs about 2,700 people worldwide. Novartis Animal Health US, Inc., is headquartered in Greensboro, NC, and has a Research and Development facility in Larchwood, IA.  Our pet products are effective aids in preventing internal and external parasites and treating such ailments as arthritic pain and kidney, heart and allergic diseases.  For farm animals, we offer therapeutic products to treat parasitic and bacterial diseases and are consistently developing new vaccines to prevent diseases in livestock and farmed fish.  Specific needs of food producers in the area of farm bioprotection are met by providing innovative fly control products and services, as well. 

For more information, please visit http://www.ah.novartis.com.

Washington NEWS
Drilling Allowed off Virginia Coast:  President Obama has reversed the ban on offshore drilling along the Atlantic coast.  Obama’s plan allows drilling 50 miles off the coast of Virginia, as well as allowing exploration along the south Atlantic and mid Atlantic Outer Continental Shelf.  The moratorium on drilling off the West Coast will remain. Supporters of the climate change bill claim that domestic drilling could get a boost if Congress passes the bill, claiming it would expand domestic oil and gas drilling offshore.

Congress Leaves Without Signing Discrimination Deal: Congress left for spring recess without signing the more than $1 billion discrimination settlement to black farmers.  USDA, lawmakers, law firms, and farmer groups will have to craft another agreement.  

FDA Solicits Comments Related to Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD) Drugs:  The FDA is soliciting comments from the public regarding potential changes to its current regulation related to veterinary feed directive (VFD) drugs.  The Agency is requesting public comment on all aspects of the VFD regulation, particularly suggestions related to improving efficiency. For more info, go to edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/pdf/2010-6872.pdf.

New USTR Chief Ag Negotiator Named:  United States Trade Representative Ron Kirk announced Dr. Isi Siddiqui is USTR's new chief agricultural negotiator. Siddiqui already had been pegged for the position and was awaiting Senate confirmation but was among 15 recess appointments made by President Obama recently. 
Campaign NEWS

Democratic Senate Candidates to Debate, Receive Endorsements: Five Democratic candidates vying to take Republican Sen. Richard Burr’s seat will meet on April 14 for a 90-minute debate.  Cal Cunningham, Ken Lewis, Elaine Marshall, Marcus Williams and Ann Worthy will participate in the debate, responding to questions from voters.  Next month’s primary will determine who will represent the party in challenging Burr.  Meanwhile, Cal Cunningham is being backed by the NC Association of Educators and the Teamsters Union, Elaine Marshall is being endorsed by former Sen. Robert Morgan, and former Charlotte Mayor Harvey Gantt is backing Ken Lewis. 
Legislative NEWS
Hoyle Named NC Senate Rules Panel Leader: NC Sen. David Hoyle of Gaston County will serve as chairman of the Senate Rules Committee, a position made vacant by Sen. Tony Rand’s resignation.  Hoyle will serve for the remainder of his final year in the chamber as he isn’t running for re-election in November.  Hoyle will step down as current co-chairman of the Senate Finance Committee.
Commodity NEWS

NC Farmers Will Plant More Cotton, Peanuts, Sweet Potatoes  But Less Wheat, Soybeans, Tobacco:  North Carolina farmers say they will plant more acres of cotton, peanuts and sweet potatoes this year compared with 2009, according to the USDA’s Prospective Plantings report released last week. But farmers intend to plant less wheat, soybeans and tobacco, the report said. Farmers’ plans to plant 540,000 acres of cotton mark a sharp turnaround for the crop. The 44 percent increase in acreage follows three consecutive years of declines. Peanuts also are enjoying resurgence, with the projected planting of 80,000 acres representing a 19 percent increase over last year. Sweet potato plantings are forecast to be 50,000 acres, a 6 percent increase. The projected acreage for sweet potatoes is the largest since 1950. Wheat plantings this year are expected to be 550,000 acres, down 21 percent from a year ago. The drop is likely the result of lower prices and wet weather last fall, which kept many farmers from planting the crop, Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler said.  Plantings of soybeans will be down 8 percent to 1.65 million acres. Tobacco acreage is forecast to be 167,600, a 6 percent decrease that reflects a reduction in growers’ contracts with tobacco companies, Troxler said. North Carolina’s corn plantings are projected to be the same as last year, 870,000 acres.

Fewer Hogs Than Expected: USDA's quarterly Hogs and Pigs survey shows fewer U.S. hogs overall than analysts predicted. The report shows fewer kept for breeding and marketing, fewer hog farrowings, and a smaller pig crop from December through February. Fewer farrowings are predicted through August as well. Predicted hog prices will average $68 to $70 this year, a 20 to 22 percent increase from last year, according to Erica Rosa, an economist with the Livestock Marketing Information Center.  Some analysts predicte prices as high as $79 this summer before declining in the fall.
Russia Approves Most U.S. Pork Suppliers: Russia has lifted import bans on most U.S. pork suppliers. USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service announced last week that two Cargill pork plants were eligible to ship along with 11 other major U.S. slaughterhouses.  FSIS is still waiting on Moscow to provide documentation.
People NEWS
New Interim Head of Crop Science Department:  Dr. Tom Melton, North Carolina Cooperative Extension assistant director and director of the National Science Foundation Center for Integrated Pest Management in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, has been named interim head of the College’s Department of Crop Science. Dr. Melton succeeds Dr. David Smith, who was named CALS associate dean for research and director of the College’s North Carolina Agricultural Research Service in January. Dr. Melton joined the N.C. State University faculty in 1988 as an assistant professor of plant pathology and North Carolina Cooperative Extension specialist working with tobacco. 

N.C. 4-H Lifetime Achievement Awards: North Carolina Sen. Dan Blue and ABC-11 senior anchor Larry Stogner will receive 4-H Lifetime Achievement Awards. Dr. Chester Black, former state 4-H program leader, will be honored for his recent induction into the National 4-H Hall of Fame. The North Carolina 4-H Lifetime Achievement Awards Celebration will be held Tuesday, April 6, at the Sheraton Imperial Hotel and Convention Center in Durham, N.C. 
Business NEWS

Farming Center Gets OK: Orange County commissioners approved an agreement for the proposed Piedmont Food and Agricultural Processing Center.  The center, scheduled to open in July, is located southeast of Hillsborough at 500 Valley Forge Road.  The center will potentially serve 16,124 farms in 22 counties, according to the five-year agreement.  The estimated gross profits for farmers using the center are more than $2.65 million per year.  Currently, the only such center is located in Asheville.

Voluntary Agricultural District News: Currently 75 counties have either a voluntary agricultural district ordinance and/or an enhanced voluntary agricultural district ordinance in place. Montgomery County was the latest county to pass the VAD ordinance.

Golden Leaf Awards $24M for Broadband Internet:  Rural counties in NC will soon have access to high-speed Internet thanks to an award by the Golden LEAF Foundation.  The $24 million will go to the non-profit group MCNC with hopes of drawing another $78 million in federal dollars.  The project will provide 1,448 miles of broadband fiber to 69 counties.

New Poultry Complex in N.C.: Sanderson Farms Inc. is planning to build a new poultry complex near Goldsboro. The company plans to invest about $94 million in a new big-bird deboning complex.  Construction is expected to begin in the second quarter of fiscal 2011. With operations expected to begin in the third quarter of 2012, this project plans to expand the feed mill for the company’s Kinston complex already under construction. Sanderson recently announced a public offering of 2 million common shares to help finance the Kinston and Goldsboro sites.  With both sites operating, the company expects a 30 percent increase to its processing capacity.
USDA NEWS  
USDA Releases 2010 Benchmark State Yields and Actual 2009 State Yields:  USDA has released 2009 actual and 2010 benchmark yields for Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) program for wheat, long grain rice, medium grain rice, oats and barley in a majority of states. USDA will publish data for additional states and other crops as it becomes available.  The latest benchmark and actual yields, along with detailed information about the ACRE program and ACRE calculations, can be found at www.fsa.usda.gov/dcp. USDA also reminds producers they have until June 1, 2010, to enroll their farms in either the 2010 Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) or the ACRE program. 
Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates for April:  The USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announced interest rates for April 2010. The CCC borrowing rate-based charge for April 2010 is 0.375 percent, unchanged from March 2010. For 1996 and subsequent crop year commodity and marketing assistance loans, the interest rate for loans disbursed during April 2010 is 1.375 percent, unchanged from March 2010. Interest rates for Farm Storage Facility Loans approved for April 2010 are as follows - 3.125 percent with seven-year loan terms, 3.625 percent with 10-year loan terms and 4.000 percent with 12-year loan terms – all loan terms unchanged from March 2010. The maximum discount rate applicable for April 2010 for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 5 percent, unchanged from March 2010. 
NCDA NEWS

NCDA&CS to Treat Gypsy Moth Infestations:  NCDA&CS will soon treat five localized gypsy moth infestations in Caswell, Currituck, Onslow, Warren and Wayne counties. The Onslow and Wayne County treatments are anticipated to start on or around April 7, depending on weather conditions and insect development. Treatments in Caswell, Currituck and Warren counties are expected to start on or around April 14, depending on conditions. In Onslow and Currituck counties, three fine-mist applications of the biological pesticide Gypchek will be made five to 10 days apart. In Caswell, Currituck, Warren and Wayne counties, two fine-mist applications of the biological pesticide Bacillus thuringiensis kurstaki, or Bt(k), will be made five to seven days apart. Low-flying helicopters or fixed-wing aircraft will apply the treatments. Neither Bt(k) nor Gypchek is harmful to humans or animals. Bt(k) is harmful only to caterpillars that consume it, while Gypchek is harmful only to gypsy moth caterpillars. For more information, including maps and a description of the proposed treatment area, go to www.ncagr.gov/gypsymoth or contact NCDA&CS toll free at (800) 206-9333. 
Mark Your Calendar

AgForum with McHenry: On April 7, the NC Agribusiness Council will host an AgForum with Congressman Patrick McHenry at Hickory American Legion Fair in Newton, NC.  RSVP required. Seats are limited. rsvp@ncagribusiness.com
AgForum with Miller: On April 19, the NC Agribusiness Council will host an AgForum with Congressman Brad Miller at Ashe Farms in Reidsville, NC.  RSVP required. Seats are limited. rsvp@ncagribusiness.com 

The Legislative Commission on Global Climate Change will meet on Wednesday, April 7 at 10 a.m., 544 Legislative Office Building. 
The Appropriations Subcommittee on Natural and Economic Resources will meet on Wednesday, April 7 at 1 p.m., 423 Legislative Office Building. 

The Legislative Study Commission on Water and Wastewater Infrastructure will meet on Thursday, April 8 at 10 a.m., 643 Legislative Office Building. 

The Southern Flounder Fishery Management Plan Advisory Committee to the N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission will meet on Tuesday, April 13 at 6 p.m., 943 Washington Square Mall, Washington. Contact: Chris Batsavage, 252-808-8088.

Voluntary Agricultural District Workshops will be held for staffers and board members of counties and municipalities with a VAD program and those considering adoption of a VAD ordinance. Programs and Farmland Protection Planning: Wednesday, April 28 from 9-2:30 p.m., Johnston County Agriculture Center, Smithfield. Wednesday, May 5 from 9-2:30 p.m., Burke County Agriculture Center, Morganton. Attendance is free and lunch will be available for a small fee. More information will be made available through the N.C. Agricultural Development & Farmland Preservation Trust Fund web site, www.ncadfp.org.
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