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Growing Healthy Traditions




In 1946, the Patterson family began selling produce, grown from the land farmed by the family since 1919, under the name James A. Patterson & Sons. The family nurtured the land and business through the years, and in 1992, the farm was incorporated as Patterson Farm, Inc. Today, Patterson Farm grow 350 acres of tomatoes, making them one of the largest growers in the state; 36 acres of strawberries; 40 acres of pumpkins; and 15,000 poinsettias. During peak season, Patterson Farm, Inc. and its three divisions – Patterson Farm Repack, Patterson Landscape & Nursery, and Patterson Farm Market & Tours – employ more than 300 people.  When they’re not planting, harvesting, packaging and distributing our produce, they’re working on another mission: to educate visitors about North Carolina farming, where their food comes from and how it makes its way to their table. In 2006 Patterson Farm, Inc. received the Agribusiness of the Year, presented by the NC Agribusiness Council. This award is based on Patterson Farm, Inc.'s willingness to adapt to the latest technology and expanded marketing outlets to keep the farm a viable and profitable operation. Since 2000, Patterson Farm, Inc. has proudly earned the distinction of Gold Star Farmer awarded by the North Carolina Department of Labor. Farmers receive this award in recognition and appreciation of their efforts to provide safe and healthy on-site farm worker housing. Housing for the H2A workers is inspected annually prior to the arrival of the workers. For more information, go to www.pattersonfarminc.com.
Washington NEWS

Jones Urges Quick Action on New Farm Bill: U.S. Congressman Walter B. Jones (N.C.-3) has joined 38 of his colleagues to stress the importance of signing a new farm bill into law as soon as possible.  In a letter to Speaker of the House John Boehner and Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, the bipartisan group expressed the need to avoid a short-term extension of the 2008 Farm Bill, which expires this year, and instead enact a long-term fiscally responsible measure that will provide certainty for America’s food and fiber producers. “The farmers in Eastern North Carolina and across the nation deserve our best effort,” said Jones.  “It is important for Congress to pass a new long-term bill this year so those in agricultural production and agribusiness can move forward with certainty about how to plan their operations.”

Senator Burr Cosponsors Bill to Repeal Death Tax: Last week, U.S. Senator John Thune (R-S.D.) introduced the Death Tax Repeal Permanency Act to abolish the federal death tax. Representative Kevin Brady (R-Texas) introduced identical legislation in the U.S. House, and the bill currently has over 200 bipartisan cosponsors. Thune’s bill repeals the federal estate tax, and it would also repeal the generation skipping transfer (GST) tax, make permanent the maximum 35 percent gift tax rate and a $5 million lifetime gift tax exemption, and maintain the stepped-up basis provisions important to family farms and businesses. U.S. Senator Richard Burr (R-N.C.) is a cosponsor of the Senate bill.

Burr Not Seeking Whip Position: Sen. Richard Burr (N.C.) has dropped out of the race for Republican Whip.  Burr currently serves as Deputy Whip under Senate Minority Whip Jon Kyl (R-Ariz.).  Burr’s announcement leaves John Cornyn (Texas) as the only candidate.  Burr said that a leadership position would limit his ability to work on important policy issues.
Legislation Would Halt EPA’s Draft Clean Water Act Jurisdictional Guidance: Legislation was introduced last week in the U.S. Senate that would stop the EPA from taking over all private water in the United States.  The “Preserve the Waters of the U.S. Act” prevents the EPA and the Army Corp of Engineers (Corps) from using their overreaching “guidance” to change legal responsibilities under the Clean Water Act (CWA).  In May 2011, the EPA and Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) issued draft guidance on “Identifying Waters Protected by the Clean Water Act.”  This guidance document, which was sent in final form to OMB on February 21, 2012, significantly changes and expands what features are considered protected under the Clean Water Act.  It makes substantial additions, such as a first time inclusion of ditches, ground water, potholes, gutters and other water features that may flow, if at all, only after a heavy rainfall.  These new regulations would make it harder for Americans to build in their backyards, grow crops, manage livestock, expand small businesses and carry out other activities on private lands.  U.S. Senators John Barrasso (R-WY),  Jim Inhofe (R-OK), Dean Heller (R-NV), Jeff Sessions (R-AL) and 26 other Senators introduced  the bill. 
Immigration NEWS

N.C. Immigration Legislation Put on Hold: After last week’s hearing, N.C.’s legislative committee on immigration announced that it would not consider comprehensive immigration legislation until 2013. State Rep. Frank Iler, a Republican committee co-chairman, said that lawmakers are unlikely to consider such legislation during the upcoming short session and also that lawmakers are waiting to see how the Supreme Court rules on Arizona’s immigration law, which is expected to happen in June. Others said that the upcoming elections would prevent any controversial legislation from being considered.
Legislative NEWS

Parsons Appointed to Superior Court Bench: Gov. Bev Perdue has appointed W. Douglas Parsons to the Superior Court bench for the 4A Judicial District, which covers Duplin, Jones, and Sampson Counties.  He will fill the vacancy created by the retirement of Judge Russell Lanier, Jr. 
Campaign NEWS

Candidate Drops Out of Race for Myrick’s Seat: Michael Schaffer, a candidate for the 9th Congressional District seat, dropped out of the race.  Schaffer said that it’s difficult to raise money with so many candidates in the race. With Schaffer out, 10 Republicans are left in the race. Schaffer is supporting fellow Republican Dan Barry for the seat being vacated by U.S. Rep. Sue Myrick.
Environmental NEWS

N.C. Civil Court to Hear Clean Water Debate: A civil court in Hyde County will decide if N.C. environmental regulators can impose airborne emissions regulations under the federal Clean Water Act.  The case involves Rose Acre Farms, a large poultry farm in northeastern N.C. The farm’s five- year water permit was renewed in 2010, but the farm was required to examine and reduce its ammonia emissions through “onerous and unjustified” actions, according to Rose Acre Farms. An administrative law judge ruled in October that airborne ammonia discharges aren’t subject to the federal Clean Water Act.  However, in January, a committee of the N.C. Environmental Management Commission reversed that ruling.  Rose Acre Farms is asking the judge to delay and review the committee’s decision.
Business NEWS 
Supreme Court May Decide on Graphic Cigarette Images: An Ohio federal appeals court ruled in favor of the FDA’s requirement of cigarette companies to place graphic images on cigarette packaging.  A U.S. district judge recently ruled against the labeling mandate, saying that it violated the tobacco companies’ free speech rights.  Since the two courts have ruled differently, John Dinan, an associate professor of political science at Wake Forest University, said the U.S. Supreme Court is likely to hear the case.
Search for 2012 America's Farmers Mom of the Year Now Under Way: Monsanto’s search for America’s Farmers Mom of the Year is back for 2012, along with a $10,000 grand prize. Five regional winners will be selected and will receive a $5,000 cash prize. Entries must be received by April 23.  Go to www.AmericasFarmers.com for more info.
People NEWS
Nancy Keith Named Iredell Cooperative Extension Director: Nancy Keith, who has directed North Carolina Cooperative Extension programs in Yadkin County since 2007, has been named Cooperative Extension director in Iredell County. Keith succeeds the late Ken Vaughn, who died in June 2011 at the age of 73 and was serving as Iredell Extension director at the time of his death. Keith’s appointment is effective April 1.
Commodity NEWS

Early N.C. Strawberry Crop: Due to the mild winter, N.C. strawberry growers are expecting their crop to be ready 10 days to two weeks earlier. Growers will also see a heavy crop, according to NCDA&CS regional agronomist David Dycus. N.C. wheat and peach growers are also seeing early and abundant crops.

N.C. Farmers Say They’ll Plant More Peanuts, Corn, Soybeans:  North Carolina farmers may plant 100,000 acres of peanuts this year, according to USDA’s Prospective Plantings Report.  The state also will see modest increases in acres for corn and soybeans compared with 2011. Farmers intend to plant fewer acres of cotton and tobacco, the report showed. “The forecast for peanut acreage is 22 percent above 2011, a year that produced strong yields for North Carolina growers,” said Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler. Farmers intend to plant 900,000 acres of corn, 3 percent more than last year, when drought and Hurricane Irene led to a yield that was 25 bushels per acre below the 10-year average. Soybean plantings are forecast to be up 4 percent, to 1.43 million acres. Sweet potato acreage is projected to grow by 3 percent. Wheat plantings, which occurred in the fall and winter, are up 19 percent, totaling 830,000 acres, according to the survey. This year, cotton farmers say they will plant 700,000 acres of, a 13-percent drop. Flue-cured tobacco, a crop devastated by Hurricane Irene in areas east of Interstate 95, also will see a drop in acreage this year. Plantings are forecast to be 150,000 acres, a 10,000-acre drop from last year.

Judge’s Ruling Could Slow FDA Progress on Antibiotic Use: A U.S. district court judge is requiring the FDA start the process of examining whether to remove subtherapeutic use of animal antibiotics in animal agriculture. The ruling compels FDA to take action on its own safety findings by withdrawing approval for most non-therapeutic uses of penicillin and tetracyclines in animal feed, unless the industry can prove in public hearings that those drug uses are safe. The ruling also makes clear that future nonbinding guidance from FDA will not excuse the Agency from its obligation to hold hearings on whether to withdraw approval for antibiotics covered by the decision. The decision stems from a lawsuit filed by the Natural Resources Defense Council, Center for Science in the Public Interest (CSPI), Food Animal Concerns Trust (FACT), Public Citizen, and Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS) last year. Pork and chicken groups say the ruling will delay the process the FDA already started two years ago with stakeholders to remove the subtherapeutic use of antibiotics. FDA is expected to release the results of that process, Guidance for Industry #209, very soon.  
NCDA NEWS

Five Members Sworn in to Soil and Water Conservation Commission: Five members of the Soil and Water Conservation Commission were sworn in by Judge Bob Hunter on March 21. Vicky Porter of Concord was reappointed as the governor’s member-at-large and named chairwoman. Donald Heath of Dover and Craig Frazier of Sophia were also reappointed to the commission. Tommy Houser of Vale and Charles Hughes III of Kinston are new members to the commission. Three members serve as executive members of the N.C. Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts. Heath is the association’s president, Houser is the first vice president, and Frazier is the immediate past president. Porter operates a 900-acre farm in Cabarrus County with her husband, Tommy Porter. They raise brood cattle, hogs and chickens. She has served on the commission as member-at-large since 2010 and will continue to serve through 2014.   Hughes is a contractor from Lenoir County who specializes in grading, construction, landscaping and sidewalk and parking lot design. He will represent the Coastal Plain through 2014. He is an elected member of the Lenoir County Soil and Water Conservation District. Houser operates a 500-acre vegetable, blueberry and soybean farm and is co-owner of Dan’s Superette, a local convenience store in Lincoln County.  He’s an appointed supervisor, serving 37 years on the Lincoln Soil and Water Conservation District.
USDA NEWS

Approaching Deadline for CRP General Sign-up:  Landowners, farmers and ranchers are reminded that the opportunity to enroll in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) general sign-up 43 ends on Friday, April 6, 2012. Producers who want to offer eligible land for CRP's competitive general sign-up may enroll at the FSA county office where their farm records are maintained.

Mandatory Wholesale Pork Reporting Program: USDA is seeking comments on a proposed rule to require swine packers to report wholesale pork sales. The proposed rule outlines what information packers will be required to submit to the USDA Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS), how the information should be submitted and other program requirements. The proposed rule requires packers to submit the price of each sale, quantity, and other characteristics (e.g., type of sale, item description, destination) that AMS will use to produce market reports that will be disseminated to the public. The notice was published in the March 23, 2012 Federal Register. Comments must be received by May 22, 2012 and can be submitted electronically at www.regulations.gov or to Michael Lynch, Director; USDA, AMS, LS, LGMN Division; 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Room 2619-S; Washington, D.C. 20250; telephone number (202) 720-6231; or fax (202) 690-3732. Comments should reference docket number AMS-LS-11-0049 and note the date and page number of the issue of the Federal Register. 

Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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