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Growing Healthy Traditions




In 1946, the Patterson family began selling produce, grown from the land farmed by the family since 1919, under the name James A. Patterson & Sons. The family nurtured the land and business through the years, and in 1992, the farm was incorporated as Patterson Farm, Inc. Today,  Patterson Farm grow 350 acres of tomatoes, making them one of the largest growers in the state; 36 acres of strawberries; 40 acres of pumpkins; and 15,000 poinsettias. During peak season, Patterson Farm, Inc. and its three divisions – Patterson Farm Repack, Patterson Landscape & Nursery, and Patterson Farm Market & Tours – employ more than 300 people.  When they’re not planting, harvesting, packaging and distributing our produce, they’re working on another mission: to educate visitors about North Carolina farming, where their food comes from and how it makes its way to their table. In 2006 Patterson Farm, Inc. received the Agribusiness of the Year, presented by the NC Agribusiness Council. This award is based on Patterson Farm, Inc.'s willingness to adapt to the latest technology and expanded marketing outlets to keep the farm a viable and profitable operation. Since 2000, Patterson Farm, Inc. has proudly earned the distinction of Gold Star Farmer awarded by the North Carolina Department of Labor. Farmers receive this award in recognition and appreciation of their efforts to provide safe and healthy on-site farm worker housing. Housing for the H2A workers is inspected annually prior to the arrival of the workers. For more information, go to www.pattersonfarminc.com.
Washington NEWS

Burr Bill Would Combine Dept. Of Labor and Commerce:  U.S. Senator Richard Burr (R-N.C.) introduced a bill that would consolidate the Department of Labor and the Department of Commerce into a single, new agency called the Department of Commerce and the Workforce (DOCW). The bill would provide cost savings by combining duplicative functions and improve the quality of our country’s economic policies by ensuring a consistent approach.  Current co-sponsors of the legislation are Senators Inhofe (R-OK), Wicker (R-MS), Thune (R-SD), Lee (R-UT), McCain (R-AZ), and Coats (R-IN).

Burr Receives Subcommittee Assignments: Sen. Richard Burr received subcommittee assignments for his newly-acquired position on the Senate Finance Committee- Health Care; Energy, Natural Resources, and Infrastructure; and Fiscal Responsibility and Economic Growth.  
Ag Appropriations Draft Bill Cuts GIPSA Funding:  The House Appropriations Committee released the subcommittee draft of the fiscal year 2012 Agriculture Appropriations bill. The legislation continues the trend of major spending reductions sought by the Republican majority, totaling $17.2 billion in discretionary funding – a cut of over $2.6 billion from last year’s level or over $5 billion below the President’s budget request for these programs. The draft bill cuts all GIPSA-rule funding. The bill provides over $2.2 billion for agriculture research programs. This is a reduction of over $354 million from last year’s level. The legislation includes $790 million – $73 million below last year’s level – for the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS).  The legislation includes $973 million for food safety and inspection programs – a decrease of $35 million below last year’s level. This funding level will continue critical meat, poultry, and egg product inspection and testing activities, and supports an expansion of a poultry inspection pilot project that will lead to improving food safety.  For more information, click here.
Hagan Announces Bill to Support the U.S. Textile Industry: U.S. Senator Kay R. Hagan (D-NC) announced that she is working with N.C. Representatives Larry Kissell and Walter Jones to reintroduce the bipartisan Textile Enforcement Security Act (TESA) to support N.C.'s textile industry. Hagan is co-chair of the Senate Textile Caucus. Illegal trafficking of yarn and duty evasion is on the rise, which has impacted the U.S. textile industry's ability to compete in the global marketplace. The TESA bill cracks down on this illegal activity. N.C. is one of the top textile employers in the country
NC Legislative NEWS
GOP Budget Unchanged: Senate Democrats were unable to make any significant changes during a committee meeting to the $19.4 billion budget crafted by Republicans.  The full Senate debates the budget next week.  Opponents of the plan, including Gov. Beverly Perdue, say the budget makes severe cuts to education, economic development, health care, and public safety.
Campaign NEWS
Palin Begins National Tour: Sarah Palin is launching the One Nation bus tour beginning May 29.  Palin will travel through the country’s rich historical sites, starting from Washington, DC and going up through New England “to educate and energize Americans about our nation's founding principles, in order to promote the Fundamental Restoration of America.”  To many this looks like a campaign tour, and last week Palin said that she is seriously considering a run for the presidency. 

Pawlenty In, Daniels Out:  Republican Tim Pawlenty announced he will be running for president. Pawlenty served two terms as governor of Minnesota. Indiana Governor Mitch Daniels announced he would not be seeking the Republican nomination.
Immigration NEWS

Jones Applauds Supreme Court Decision to Uphold Immigration Law:  U.S. Congressman Walter B. Jones (NC-3) applauded the U.S. Supreme Court for its decision to uphold a significant portion of the Arizona immigration law requiring businesses to use the federal E-Verify system to check the immigration status of employees.  In a 5-3 decision, the court also ruled that states can revoke the business licenses of businesses who knowingly hire illegal immigrants. “We must stop rewarding those who break the law and enter this country illegally,” said Jones. Congressman Jones has been a longtime supporter of the E-Verify system.  Although currently voluntary, the number of businesses who sign up for E-Verify grows by 1,300 each week.  E-Verify has had overwhelming, bipartisan support, both in Congress and with the public. 

Rep. Shuler Reintroduces Immigration Bill:  U.S. Representative Heath Shuler reintroduced his Secure America through Verification and Enforcement (SAVE) Act, H.R. 2000.  Originally introduced by Shuler in the 110th Congress, the SAVE Act increases border security with the addition of 5,000 Border Patrol Agents and improves infrastructure with additional fencing and vehicle barriers at the border. It also enhances existing interior enforcement by increasing the number of Immigrations and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents and expediting the process of removing illegal aliens from the U.S.  The SAVE Act also expands and mandates E-Verify.

Business NEWS 
Pioneer Hi-Bred Research Center Coming to Kinston: Pioneer Hi-Bred, a DuPont business, announced the location for its new research center in Kinston, N.C.  The research center will include more than 26,000 square feet of space at an estimated cost of $2.3 million. Research at the facility will be focused on soybean breeding, product development, corn product testing and characterization for farmers in the South. Additionally, IMPACT™ plots (Intensively Managed Product Advancement Characterization and Training) for both corn and soybeans for the East Coast will be managed out of this location. Pioneer expects to break ground for the new research center later this spring and to officially begin operations in the fall of 2012, after construction is complete. However, Pioneer has already started research expansion in the surrounding area during 2009 at a temporary location near Kinston.
Syngenta Announces $71 million Expansion in NC: Syngenta Biotechnology, Inc. has announced plans to begin construction on a $71 million state-of-the-art biotechnology research facility in Research Triangle Park.  Building on recent successes in delivering agronomic traits for growers, the new 147,000 square foot research and development complex will provide Syngenta researchers the environment to pursue new traits that will help farmers grow more from less.  The new facility will be located adjacent to the company’s existing campus in Durham County. Syngenta expects to break ground on the new site in June.

People NEWS
Sampson Co. Farmers Elected to Bank Board: Jart Hudson of Turkey and Gene West of Newton Grove were recently elected to the Cape Fear Farm Credit’s board of directors.  The two are long-time farmers in Sampson County.  Hudson will serve a four-year term and West will serve for one year. 

Fuel & Energy NEWS

Virginia Ethanol Plant Halts Production, Seeks Buyer:  Osage Bio Energy announced that its board of directors has decided to market the company for sale. The company has also decided not to start production at its Appomattox Bio Energy ethanol plant in Hopewell, Virginia in conjunction with the sales process.  A core team of employees will continue to work at the plant to help facilitate the sale and maintain the condition of the assets for prospective buyers. 

Commodity NEWS

Corn Planting Progress, N.C.’s Crop Leads: Corn plantings have reached 79% for the week ending May 22, while 41% of soybeans are planted.  The U.S. corn crop lags behind last year’s planting of 92% and the five-year average of 87%.  N.C. has 99% of its corn crop planted.  According to USDA’s Crop Progress Report, corn has emerged in every state.  N.C. leads the pack with 96% emerged.  N.C. has 33% of its soybean crop planted with 14% emerged. 
Beef, Pork, Poultry Prices Up: For April, pork prices dropped 0.3% but still remain 10.4%higher than the same time last year. Poultry prices rose 0.9%, remaining 2.3% higher than a year ago. Beef prices were up 1.2% and 10.4% higher than last year. For 2011, USDA expects pork prices to rise 6.5% to 7.5%, poultry prices to rise 2.5% to 3.5%, and beef prices to rise 7% to 8%. The Consumer Price Index reports that all food prices have risen 3.2% over April 2010.  USDA expects a 3% to 4% increase in all food prices for 2011.
Ignite Herbicide Label Change:  Bayer CropScience announced that the EPA approved a new label for Ignite® herbicide in soybeans. Soybean growers can now apply up to 65 ounces of Ignite herbicide per season in LibertyLink soybeans. Up to 36 ounces per acre of Ignite can be applied in a single application if recommended timing is delayed. And, AMS can be added if conditions are drier or cooler than optimal.
NCDA NEWS

NCDA's Budget Could Have Less Sting: N.C Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler talks each week with Rhonda Garrison, Ag News Director with the Southern Farm Network, to discuss “Today’s Topic.” Click here for more.
USDA NEWS  
Veterinary Loan Repayment Program- N.C. veterinarians may be eligible for loan repayment assistance through the 2011 Veterinary Medical Loan Repayment Program (VMLRP). Click here to view the map of veterinarian deficient areas.  For more info, click here.
USDA Releases 2009 Annual Summary for Pesticide Data Program:  The USDA Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) posted the 2009 Pesticide Data Program Annual Summary and the data collected that year. This information, along with an explanatory guide for consumers, can be found at www.ams.usda.gov/pdp. 
USDA Secretary Vilsack Testifies at First Official Farm Bill Hearing: The U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry held the first Farm Bill hearing, as the Committee prepares to reauthorize the legislation that sets agriculture policies every five years. Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack discussed the need for a strong Farm Bill by pointing to the recent weather-related disasters that have devastated many farms; highlighting the many risks and uncertainties farmers face. Senator Debbie Stabenow (D-MI), Chairwoman of the committee said, “Despite all of the economic and budget struggles over the last decade, agriculture has remained a bright spot: agriculture has continued to grow, farmers have innovated and become even more productive, and they have become even better stewards of our land and water resources.”  Chairwoman Stabenow highlighted the strides agriculture has made in the past several decades noting that the average American farmer feeds an estimated 150 people. 

USDA Calls for Peer Reviewers for FY2011 Farmers Market Promotion Program:  The USDA invites individuals to share their expertise in reviewing project proposals for the fiscal year 2011 Farmers Market Promotion Program (FMPP) grant cycle. Click here for more info.

June 1 Deadline for Direct and Counter Cyclical Program or ACRE:  Farmers and landowners have until Wednesday, June 1 to enroll in the 2011 Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) and the Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program.  Producers who choose to participate in either the revenue-based ACRE safety net or the price-based DCP safety net must enroll their farms each year. For more info, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/dcp.
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
The Senate Committee on Agriculture/Environment/Natural Resources will meet May 31.  Click here for more info.
The House Committee on Agriculture will meet May 31.  Click here for more info.

The House Committee on Commerce and Job Development Subcommittee on Business and Labor will meet June 1.  Click here for more info.

The Senate Committee on Agriculture/Environment/Natural Resources will meet June 2.  Click here for more info.
[image: image4.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com




[image: image3.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com





[image: image2.png][image: image3.png][image: image4.png][image: image5.png]V. AgNews UPDATE

NC/AQ Weekly News Critical to Your Agribusiness




[image: image6.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com



[image: image7.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com



