[image: image2.png]V. AgNews UPDATE

NC/AQ Weekly News Critical to Your Agribusiness






May 14, 2012
[image: image1.png]Duke

& Energy-




Duke Energy, one of the largest electric power companies in the United States, supplies and delivers energy to approximately 4 million U.S. customers. The company has approximately 36,000 megawatts of electric generating capacity in the Midwest and the Carolinas, and natural gas distribution services in Ohio and Kentucky. In addition, Duke Energy has more than 4,000 megawatts of electric generation in Latin America, and is a joint-venture partner in a U.S. real estate company. Headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., Duke Energy is a Fortune 500 company traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol DUK. More information about the company is available on the Internet at: http://www.duke-energy.com.

Washington NEWS

Members of NC Congressional Delegation Stand Up for Ag: This past week, things were moving fast in the halls of Congress as negotiators with the United States Trade Representatives (USTR) office sat down in Dallas for another round of trade negotiations in the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP).  Of significant concern for NC in these negotiations was the intent of our own government to discuss (and even table) new language related to tobacco that could have potentially resulted in trade bans of blended tobacco products (in which significant amounts of NC Leaf is used) under the guise of new public health “Safe Harbors”.  Such language is obviously damaging to tobacco interests, but also of significant concern is the potential future damage that public health “safe harbors” could cause for other aspects of agribusiness in this agreement – not to mention future trade agreements for other agribusiness interests or practices, such as the use of pesticides, antibiotics, growth hormone/regulators, etc.  Several letters were sent out from members of Congress expressing their concern about the Administration’s intent to proceed forward with unvetted language.  Click Here to see a bi-partisan letter signed by more than half of our NC Congressional Members, including Reps. G.K. Butterfield (D, NC-1), Renee Ellmers (R, NC-2), Virginia Foxx (R, NC -5), Walter B. Jones (R, NC-3), Larry Kissell (D, NC-8), Patrick McHenry (R, NC-10), Mike McIntyre (D, NC-7), and Heath Shuler (D, NC-11).  Click Here to see a bi-partisan letter signed by both our NC Senators (Senator Richard Burr and Senator Kay Hagan).  In addition, Senator Hagan sent this letter (Click Here) with specific questions to USTR about their intentions.
Ellmers Introduces Bill to Block I-95 Tolls: Congresswoman Renee Ellmers (NC-2) introduced H.R. 4174, the "No Tolls in North Carolina Act of 2012", which would prevent the Federal Highway Administration from approving a pilot program that would enact tolls on Interstate 95 in order to pay for its expansion. Ellmers says that these tolls will place an undue burden on commuters and businesses. Click here to read the recent article in U.S. News & World Report about Ellmers’ actions on this issue.
Kissell Amendment a Win for U.S. Textiles: U.S. Rep. Larry Kissell (NC-8) was successful in passing an amendment introduced to the Defense Authorization Act, H.R. 4130, that would require that the production and manufacturing of all components of Afghan National Army and Afghan National Police uniforms be done entirely in America. Kissell’s amendment will close a loophole in Department of Defense contracting that allows foreign fabrics from China, Vietnam and elsewhere to be used. Kissell’s amendment passed the House Armed Services Committee by a vote of 41-20. Textile industry representatives praised Kissell for his leadership in identifying the loophole and acting quickly to close it. Kissell serves as co-chair of the House Textile Caucus alongside Rep. Howard Coble (NC-6). 

Legal Services Funding Amendment Fails: The U.S. House  just passed the Commerce, Justice, Science appropriations bill, H R 5326, for Fiscal Year 2013.  During consideration of this bill, an amendment to significantly cut funding to Legal Services received a vote. Farmers are frequently harassed by Legal Services-funded attorneys trying to deter them from using the H-2A program. While the H-2A program needs reform, it is sanctioned in statute by the U.S. government, and political agendas should be pursued in Washington. Unfortunately, the amendment was not adopted and Legal Services was left funded at $328 million ($20 million less than last year). This is the first step in the process of determining funding levels for next year. The Senate needs to pass their own bill before differences can be resolved between the two chambers. Members of N.C.’s congressional delegation voting in favor of the amendment: Howard Coble (R, NC-6), Virginia Foxx (R, NC -5), Mike McIntyre (D, NC-7), and Sue Myrick (R, NC-9).  Voting against the amendment: Larry Kissell (D, NC-8), Brad Miller (D, NC-13), David Price (D, NC-4), Heath Shuler (D, NC-11), and Mel Watt (D, NC-12). Not voting: G.K. Butterfield (D, NC-1), Renee Ellmers (R, NC-2), Walter B. Jones (R, NC-3), and Patrick McHenry (R, NC-10).

EU/U.S. Sign New Agreement to Boost Transatlantic Trade: EU and U.S. certified trusted traders will enjoy lower costs, simplified procedures and greater predictability in their transatlantic activities, as a result of a mutual recognition decision. The European Union and the U.S.  formally agreed to recognize each other's safe traders, thereby allowing these companies to benefit from faster controls and reduced administration for customs clearance. There are currently some five thousand companies approved as Authorized Economic Operators (AEOs) in the EU. The joint decision will be implemented beginning July, 1 2012. 
Campaign NEWS

U.S. House Primary Results:  No incumbents lost seats in the primary, but because several U.S. representatives decided not to run, a few seats will be occupied by newcomers. The results of last week’s primaries for U.S. House seats are as follows:  Democrat Steve Wilkins won the primary and will face Republican incumbent Rep. Renee Ellmers for the U.S. District 2 seat. Republican Tim D’Annunzio won the GOP primary for the U.S. District 4 seat and will face Democratic incumbent U.S. Rep. David Price. Democrat Elisabeth Motsinger won the Democratic primary for U.S. District 5 and will face Republican incumbent U.S. Rep. Virginia Foxx. Republican David Rouzer won the GOP primary for the U.S. District 7 seat currently held by Democratic U.S. Rep. Mike McIntyre. Republicans Richard Hudson and Scott Keadle will face each other in a runoff in July for the U.S. District 8 seat currently held by Democratic U.S. Rep. Larry Kissell. Republicans Robert Pittenger and Jim Pendergraph will also meet in a runoff for the U.S. District 9 seat, which is being vacated by retiring Republican U.S. Rep. Sue Myrick. The winner will face Democrat Jennifer Roberts and Libertarian Curtis Campbell. Democrat Pasty Keever will face Republican incumbent U.S. Rep. Patrick McHenry for the U.S. District 10 seat. Democrat Hayden Rogers will face the winner of the GOP runoff between Mark Meadows and Vance Patterson for the U.S. District 11 seat being vacated by Democrat Heath Shuler.  Republican George Holding will face a soon-to-be-named Democrat for the U.S. District 13 seat. Democrat Charles Malone won the party’s nomination for the District 13 seat but announced he would not run due to health issues and would leave it up to the Democratic Party to offer a replacement.  District 13 incumbent Democrat Brad Miller decided not to run after recent redistricting put him into Rep. David Price’s 4th District.  
Troxler Wins Primary:  Incumbent N.C. Commissioner of Agriculture Steve Troxler won the GOP nomination and will face Democrat Walter Smith.

N.C. House/Senate Races: A handful of incumbents lost seats in last week’s primary races. Redistricting put several legislators in the same race.  Democratic Rep. Jim Crawford lost to fellow Democratic Rep. Winkie Wilkins for the N.C. District 2 seat.  Republican Rep. Efton Sager lost to fellow Republican Rep. Jimmy Dixon for the N.C. House District 4 seat.  Incumbent Republican Stephen LaRoque lost by 54 votes to fellow Republican John Bell in the GOP primary for the N.C. House District 10 seat.  LaRoque said he would request a recount. Republican Rep. Mark Hollo won the GOP nomination for the N.C. House 73 seat, beating fellow GOP legislator Darrell McCormick. Incumbent Republican Larry Brown lost to GOP challenger Debra Conrad for the N.C. House 74 seat.  In a close race, Republican incumbent Rep. Trudi Walend lost to Chris Whitmire for the GOP nomination for the N.C. District 113 seat. Whitmire will face Democrat George Alley in the fall.  Republican legislator Glen Bradley lost the Republican nomination for N.C. Senate District 18.  Bradley was drawn out of N.C. House District 49. Republican Chris Carney, who was appointed to replace Sen. Debbie Clary after her resignation, and Republican David Curtis will meet in a runoff for the N.C. Senate 44 seat. Incumbent N.C. Senator Brent Jackson, an N.C. Agribusiness Council member, won the GOP primary for the N.C. Senate District 10 seat with 75% of the votes.
Poultry Plant Critics Will Face Off for Board Seat: Two opponents of the proposed Sanderson Farms chicken processing plant in Nash County, N.C. will face each other for a seat on the Nash County Board of Commissioners.  Bert Daniel won the Democratic primary, and Republican Lisa Stone Barnes beat the incumbent.  Daniel is co-chair of the Nash County Landowners Association, which has vigorously opposed the plant, and said he will work to gain the support of fellow board members in fighting construction of the plant. Barnes said that voters aren’t in favor of the plant. 
NC Legislative NEWS

CORRECTION:  Proposed Bills Cap Gas Tax:  The N.C. House is proposing a set of transportation-related bills. One of the bills would cap the gas tax at 37.5 cents (not 3.75 cents as was written last week). The current tax as of January 2012 is 38.9 cents. (Editor’s note: Perhaps that misplaced decimal point was a Freudian slip!)
Immigration NEWS

Amendment Passes to Stop DOJ Lawsuits Over State Immigration Laws: Last week, the U.S. House passed an amendment offered by Congressman Diane Black (R-TN) that would prohibit the Justice Department from pursuing lawsuits against state immigration laws. The amendment passed by a vote of 238-173.

Animal Activism NEWS

Safeway Announces Progress Toward Gestation Stall-Free Pork Supply Chain: Safeway Inc., the nation's second-largest grocery chain, announced that it will begin formulating plans to have a gestation stall-free supply chain. Over the last several years, the company has substantially increased the quantity of pork it buys from producers that have made commitments to decreasing gestation stalls in their breeding facilities.   The Humane Society of the United States supports the move. 
Business NEWS
Syngenta and N.C. Museum of History Showcase State’s Rich Agricultural Heritage: What began as a few outdoor garden beds showcasing N.C.’s agricultural legacy will soon blossom into a living, thriving exhibit at the N.C. Museum of History in Raleigh. The museum is partnering with Syngenta, located in RTP and Greensboro, to make the exhibit grow. A first for the museum, the chronological exhibit, History of the Harvest, will connect the state’s agricultural past with today’s cutting-edge research and development by universities and companies such as Syngenta. 
University NEWS

Precision Ag Field Day: Field tours and presentations by university and ag-industry leaders have been set for the Precision Agriculture Field Day and Northeast Ag Expo on June 19.  The event, which is held every two years, will be held at the Vernon James Agriculture Research and Extension Center in Plymouth, N.C. For more info, contact call, 252-793-4428 or 252-793-4118.
NCDA NEWS

N.C. Irish Potato Growers Approve Assessment: Commercial Irish potato growers in a nine-county area in the northeastern part of the state agreed to renew an assessment program that supports promotional and research work of the N.C. Potato Association Inc. The vote was passed unanimously in a recent referendum. Ballots were mailed in March to all known commercial potato growers in Beaufort, Camden, Carteret, Currituck, Hyde, Pamlico, Pasquotank, Tyrrell, and Washington counties. Under the renewed assessment, potato growers will continue to pay 1 cent per hundred weight of potatoes sold. The effective period of the assessment will be 2012 through 2017.
New Guidelines for Honey: NCDA&CS is implementing guidelines aimed at preventing the sale of falsely labeled honey at its five farmers markets across the state. Beginning June 1, vendors at department-operated farmers markets must apply for approval to sell honey labeled or advertised as “sourwood” or “North Carolina.” The requirement applies to beekeepers selling their own honey and vendors selling honey produced, packaged or distributed by others. Approved vendors must keep records showing when and where the honey was produced and packaged, the name of the person or business that supplied the honey, and the date of receipt. The guidelines will apply to honey vendors at the State Farmers Market in Raleigh, Charlotte Regional Farmers Market, Piedmont Triad Farmers Market near Greensboro, Western N.C. Farmers Market in Asheville and the Southeastern N.C. Agricultural Center and Farmers Market in Lumberton. The guidelines will not apply at other farmers markets across the state. Individuals interested in selling either sourwood or North Carolina honey at the department’s farmers markets may obtain an application by contacting market managers. 
Mark Your Calendar

To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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