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Carolina Farm Credit has more than $1.2 billion in loans outstanding to more than 8700 members and is controlled by a group of local directors who are also farmers. Carolina Farm Credit had 37 service centers serving 54 counties in Central and Western North Carolina. Carolina Farm Credit is part of the nationwide financial cooperative system created by Congress in 1916 to provide American Agriculture with a dependable source of credit. Carolina Farm Credit makes short, intermediate and long term loans to full and part time farmers for almost any farm or family need. Loans for homes, lots and home construction are also available. Like other financial institutions, Carolina Farm Credit charges a competitive interest rate; however, unlike other financial institutions, a majority of the profits are returned to the members in the form of a patronage refund, which reduces their effective rate. For more information or to apply for a loan online, visit our website at www.carolinafarmcredit.com. Or to learn more about Carolina Farm Credit, find us on Facebook.
Washington NEWS

Coble Receives Pro-Business Awards: U.S. Rep. Howard Coble (R-NC) was presented with the prestigious “Spirit of Enterprise” from the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.  Coble received the award for his pro-business voting record. The U.S. Chamber gave the congressman a 93% rating. Additionally, Coble has been named as a recipient of the 2012 Thomas Jefferson Award by the International Foodservice Distributors Association (IFDA). The award honors the legislator’s work to strengthen the nation’s economic prosperity and the free enterprise system. The award is based on voting records on issues critical to the foodservice distribution industry.
Legislative NEWS
Proposed Bills Cap Gas Tax, Cut Car Inspections, Postpone Ferry Tolls: The N.C. House is proposing a set of transportation-related bills. One of the bills would cap the gas tax at 3.75 cents.  The current tax as of January 2012 is 38.9 cents. New ferry tolls would be postponed until July 2013 under the proposed legislation.  Governor Bev Perdue established a one-year moratorium on the tolls, which Republicans in both chambers criticized.  Also, safety and emissions inspections for new cars and cars from the last three model years would be eliminated. Recent articles in the News & Observer and Charlotte Observer questioning the effectiveness of inspections have prompted legislators and the governor to consider the idea.  The bills are currently in the House Transportation Appropriations Subcommittee and are expected to be debated when the Legislature is back in session May 16.
Weather NEWS

Cold Snap Causes Significant Damage to N.C. Apple Crop: It looks like western N.C. apple growers will lose a significant portion of their crop due to the cold weather last month.  Marvin Owings from the Henderson County Extension Service estimated losses in the millions of dollars. A grower in Edneyville said he’s heard of losses from 30 to 50 percent.
Animal Activism NEWS

Domino’s Says “No” to HSUS: Domino’s shareholders voted down the Humane Society of the United States’ proposal that the company’s ham and pepperoni products come from producers who have eliminated the use of gestation stalls. Domino’s vice president of communications, Tim McIntyre, said in an interview that the company has raised this issue with its suppliers and relies on animal experts and farmers to provide information on the most humane and productive way to raise animals for food. McDonalds and Burger King are requiring their producers to ban gestation stalls.
Immigration NEWS

Judge Blocks DOL H-2B Rules: On April 26, 2012, a federal judge in Florida issued a preliminary injunction blocking new Department of Labor rules for the H-2B guestworker program from taking effect for 60 days. The rules were set to take effect April 27, 2012.  The order came as a result of a lawsuit by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and several employers’ groups meant to block the new rules.  The new rules would: guarantee that workers receive 75 percent of the hours certified in any 12-week period, and, if not, the employer must compensate the worker for the difference; require native workers  to be paid the same wages and benefits as H-2B workers engaged in 'substantially the same work; require employers to pay round-trip airfare and subsistence costs; lower the amount of time an H-2B worker can be in the country from 10 months to nine months before the worker is required to leave the country for at least three months before returning; and prohibit employers or recruiters from passing off the costs of visas or charging fees to H-2B workers in the transnational recruitment process. 

Environmental NEWS

State Environmental Agency Issues Final Report on Hydraulic Fracturing: Hydraulic fracturing can be done safely in North Carolina only if the General Assembly adopts state-specific regulatory standards and invests sufficient resources in compliance and enforcement prior to issuance of any permits for the practice, according to a report issued last week by the N.C. Department of Environment and Natural Resources. The report also notes the need for additional research on N.C.'s geology and hydrogeology to identify conditions under which hydraulic fracturing can be done without putting the state’s water resources at risk. DENR’s report can be found online at http://www.ncdenr.gov– and clicking on the “Shale Gas” tab.
House Bill Halts Administration's Expansion of Water Regulation: Legislation was introduced in the U.S. House last week to halt the EPA’s and the Army Corps of Engineers’ attempts to expand federal power under the Clean Water Act. Leaders of the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee and the Ag Committee introduced H.R. 4965, a bill to prohibit the Obama Administration from finalizing or implementing the EPA and Corps Clean Water Act “guidance” in order to significantly broaden the scope of federal jurisdiction under the Act.  This guidance would allow the unprecedented regulation of waters, occasionally wet areas and land use decisions not previously subject to federal regulation.  “The new authorities granted in this guidance would allow the EPA and the Corps of Engineers the authority to regulate almost any body of water in the U.S.,” said Ag Committee Chairman Frank Lucas (R-OK).  “That means farm ponds, stock tanks, and seasonal runoff ditches could conceivably be included under new regulations.  Statutory changes to the Clean Water Act must be submitted to Congress for legislative action, and regulatory changes require a notice and comment rulemaking. The legislation would require a formal rulemaking for any attempt to change the definition of “waters of the United States”. 
University NEWS
Buy Tickets Now for Farm to Fork Dinner: Tickets to the annual Farm to Fork Picnic on May 20 at the Breeze Farm in Orange County are now on sale. The Farm to Fork Picnic sells out 500 tickets very quickly, so don’t delay if you’re interested. Some of the area’s best farmers and chefs are paired together to prepare amazing food selections for participants. The picnic is a benefit for the apprentice program/beginning farmer support work at CEFS and the Breeze Farm Incubator in Hillsborough.  For more info, go to www.farmtoforknc.com.
Business NEWS

Reynolds to Meet With Farm Labor Advocacy Group: During Reynolds American’s shareholders meeting last week, Daniel Delen, Reynolds' chief executive, agreed to hold a meeting directly with the Farm Labor Organizing Committee to discuss farm workers’ rights.  The advocacy group is holding a protest campaign of Reynolds American, and Baldemar Velasquez, FLOC's founder and president, said he was pleased with the agreement reached with Reynolds and felt that the company was committed to moving forward on the issue.   Recently several of the largest tobacco companies, including Reynolds American, agreed to designate a committee made up of representatives of tobacco manufacturers, N.C. tobacco growers, the state Labor Department, agricultural scientists, and farm workers to discuss farm workers’ rights.
Salmonella Illnesses Hit 40; Local Company Recalls Tempeh: The recent salmonella outbreak in Buncombe County has sickened 40 people.  Smiling Hara of Asheville has voluntarily recalled 12-ounce packages of unpasteurized soybean tempeh after samples collected by the NCDA&CS during a routine inspection tested positive for salmonella. The rare paratyphi B type of salmonella is the culprit, but recent testing found that the cases are being caused by a less severe strain of paratyphi B. State officials are still trying to determine if the soybean tempeh is the source of the salmonella responsible for the illnesses.
Commodity NEWS

Drop Continues for Eggs Set, Placements: Commercial hatcheries set 197 million eggs in incubators from the week ending April 28, which represents a 5 percent drop from the same week last year, according to a recent report from USDA. Average hatchability was 85 percent. Broiler chicks placed hit 167 million, a 3 percent drop from last year.  Cumulative placements dropped 4 percent to 2.77 billion for the period of January 1 through April 28.

China’s Cotton Imports Drive Global Trade: China’s record cotton imports, which will account for 52 percent of world imports for 2011-12, are driving global cotton trade.  Global trade is projected to increase by 13 percent.  Reduced supplies are driving the drop in U.S. cotton exports, which are dropping by 21 percent, according to the International Cotton Advisory Committee.  A possible decline of 7 percent in world production, based on average yields, could occur due to China’s 13 percent drop in production from 2011-12.  India, Pakistan, Brazil, and Turkey are also expected to produce less cotton, while U.S. production could increase by 11 percent.  
NCDA&CS NEWS

NCDA&CS to Treat Gypsy Moth Infestation:  NCDA&CS will soon treat a localized gypsy moth infestation in Caswell and Rockingham counties in cooperation with the U.S. Forest Service and the Gypsy Moth Slow the Spread Foundation Inc. Because of record-setting warm temperatures, the aerial treatment is anticipated to occur significantly ahead of schedule, between May 7 and May 30, depending on weather conditions and insect development. Nearly 1,600 acres will be treated in Caswell and Rockingham counties, about two miles east of Ruffin. NCDA&CS has also detected the moths in southern Wake County.  Traps have been placed to determine if this is a reproducing infestation.
USDA NEWS  
Korea, Taiwan to Visit U.S. in Wake of BSE Case: The recent discovery of BSE in a California dairy cow has prompted trips to the U.S. from Korea and Taiwan.  South Korea and Taiwan have not suspended beef imports. There were rumors that Thailand may ban U.S. beef, but Thailand’s Department of Livestock Development said there has been no change in their U.S. beef import policy. Japan, Mexico, and Canada have also said they will continue to accept U.S. beef.  Indonesia is the only country to stop U.S. beef imports due to the recent BSE discovery.
Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates for May: USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announced interest rates for May 2012. The CCC borrowing rate-based charge for May 2012 is 0.125 percent, unchanged from April 2012. For 1996 and subsequent crop year commodity and marketing assistance loans, the interest rate for loans disbursed during May 2012 is 1.125 percent, unchanged from April 2012. Interest rates for Farm Storage Facility Loans approved for May 2012 are as follows, 1.500 percent with seven-year loan terms, unchanged from April 2012; 2.125 percent with 10-year loan terms, unchanged from April 2012 and; 2.375 percent with 12-year loan terms, unchanged from April 2012. The maximum discount rate applicable for May 2012 for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 5 percent, unchanged from April 2012.
USDA Accepting Applications for FY 2013 Market Development Programs: USDA is accepting applications for 2013 funding for five export market development programs administered by the Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS).  USDA will accept applications until 5 p.m. ET on May 23 for the Market Access Program (MAP), Foreign Market Development Cooperator Program (FMD), Technical Assistance for Specialty Crops (TASC) Program, Quality Samples Program (QSP) and Emerging Markets Program (EMP). QSP, TASC and EMP applications received after the deadline will be considered for funding if money remains. More information about the programs can be found at www.fas.usda.gov/programs.asp.
Mark Your Calendar

To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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