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Headquartered in Charlotte, Piedmont Natural Gas is an energy-services company engaged primarily in the distribution of natural gas to more than 1 million residential, commercial, industrial and agricultural utility customers in North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee, including more than 60,000 customers of municipal gas systems that are supplied with natural gas from Piedmont.  Piedmont’s gas delivery system consists of more than 22,000 miles of distribution pipelines and 2,600 miles of transmission pipelines in its three-state service territory, and three on-system gas storage facilities that are used to help meet peak demand.  Piedmont expanded operations into eastern North Carolina in 2003 with its acquisition of North Carolina Natural Gas and Eastern North Carolina Natural Gas from Progress Energy.  Piedmont now provides clean-burning, efficient natural gas to more than 700,000 North Carolina customers from the mountains to the coast.  Piedmont is proud to be a major energy supplier to agribusiness in North Carolina.
Washington NEWS
House Passes Tax Legislation:  On Friday, the House passed the American Jobs and Closing Tax Loopholes Act, extending the biodiesel tax incentive to the end of the year. Provisions included in the legislation would: provide tax relief to businesses and state and local governments to help them invest and create jobs; provide important tax cuts to put money back in the pockets of working families; help restore the flow of credit to enable small businesses to expand and hire new workers by extending small business loan programs; expand career training programs for Americans who are looking for work; extend eligibility for unemployment insurance benefits for workers who have lost their jobs through no fault of their own; and close tax loopholes for wealthy investment fund managers and foreign operations of multi-national companies.

Proposed Pesticide Discharge Permits: The EPA is proposing a new permit requirement that supporters say would decrease the amount of pesticides discharged to U.S. waters. This action is in response to an April 9, 2009 court decision that found that pesticide discharges to U.S. waters were pollutants, thus requiring a permit.  The proposed permit would require all operators to reduce pesticide discharges by using the lowest effective amount of pesticide, prevent leaks and spills, calibrate equipment and monitor for and report adverse incidents. Additional controls, such as integrated pest management practices, are built into the permit for operators who exceed an annual treatment area threshold.  The agency’s draft permit covers the following pesticide uses: (1) mosquito and other flying insect pest control; (2) aquatic weed and algae control; (3) aquatic nuisance animal control; and (4) forest canopy pest control. It does not cover terrestrial applications to control pests on agricultural crops or forest floors. EPA is soliciting public comment on whether additional use patterns should be covered by this general permit. The agency plans to finalize the permit in December 2010. It will take effect April 9, 2011.  EPA will hold three public meetings, a public hearing, and a webcast on the draft general permit.  For more info go to www.epa.gov/npdes.

Farm Bill Hearings to Begin:   Senate Ag Committee Chairman Blanche Lincoln, D-Ark., will begin hearings on the 2012 Farm Bill.  Lincoln plans to schedule several hearings over the next few months.  The first one is scheduled for June 30, though dates for other hearings haven’t been set.
Legislative NEWS

House Budget Makes Environment and Natural Resources Cuts:  The following cuts are included in the House budget: The Department of Agriculture is cut 3.2 percent, the Labor Department is cut 5.2 percent, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources is cut 5.8 percent, and Commerce is cut 7.6 percent. Most nonprofits funded through those agencies receive a 5 percent reduction.  72 positions are moved off the general fund, three positions are consolidated in the Environment department, and the administration of the Commerce department's aircraft is consolidated with the Department of Transportation. Now the work begins between House and Senate Democrats in a conference committee to hammer out the differences between the two budgets.  Negotiators hope to get a final budget to the governor by July1.
Campaign NEWS
Early Voting for District 12 Begins:  Early voting for runoffs in U.S. Senate and House District 12 races began last week and will run through June 19.  Former State Senator Cal Cunningham will face NC Secretary of State Elaine Marshall in the runoff to represent the Democratic Party against Republican incumbent US Senator Richard Burr. Greg Dority is facing Scott Cumbie in a runoff for the 12th District U.S. House seat.  Early voting will be held at the Davidson County Board of Elections.

Marshall Endorsed by Civil Rights Figure:  Elaine Marshall has received the endorsement of Julius Chambers, a Charlotte attorney and well-known civil rights advocate.

D'Annunzio Won’t Debate Johnson:  Tim D’Annunzio was scheduled to debate his opponent in the Republican primary runoff for the 8th District seat but has withdrawn from the event. The debate with Harold Johnson was scheduled for Tuesday and was to be aired by NBC 17 the next day.  Though D’Annunzio had signed papers agreeing to the debate, he accused Johnson’s team of collaborating with news media by airing the debate only to select areas of the 8th District and by refusing to fully broadcast the debate live, saying that it leaves the opportunity for “manipulation”.
Immigration NEWS

Arizona Immigration Law Coming to NC?”: Sen. Don East, Surry County, wants NC to follow Arizona’s immigration law.  East filed a resolution, cosponsored by 12 Republican, allowing a version of Arizona’s immigration bill to be filed during the short session.  Both chambers of the N.C. General Assembly, the House, and the Senate would have to approve the resolution for the bill could be introduced this session.  NC joins 20 other states to have pending legislation similar to Arizona’s immigration law.

Weather NEWS

Busy Hurricane Season:  This season is predicted to be very active for tropical storms and hurricanes.  The National Hurricane Center says there is a 70 percent chance this season could produce 14 to 23 named storms, eight to 14 hurricanes, and three to seven major hurricanes of Category 3 or higher.  Though the National Hurricane Center doesn’t predict where hurricanes might make landfall, several other scientific teams have said there is a better than 50 percent chance the East Coast will see a major hurricane.  
People NEWS

NC Attorney Nominated to Federal Bench:  President Obama has nominated Asheville attorney Max Cogburn Jr. as a U.S. District Court judge for the Western District of NC.  Sen. Kay Hagan, D-N.C., recommended Cogburn, and if confirmed by the Senate, Cogburn would replace Lacy Thornburg, who retired in August.  
Business NEWS 
Textile Plant to Open in Belmont:  Jo-Mar Spinning, a S.C. textile company, plans to open a spinning and twisting operation in Belmont.  The company plans to use the former Helms Plant and will employ about 100 people.

Reynolds to Close Winston-Salem Plant:  Reynolds American’s Whitaker Park plant in Winston-Salem and an affiliate in Yabucoa, Puerto Rico will close this summer.  Employees and manufacturing and production operations will move to the Tobaccoville plant.   
Sanderson Farms Reports Profit; Construction on Schedule:  Sanderson Farms Inc. has reported a second quarter profit and says that construction is on schedule for the new plant in Kinston.  Net income for the second fiscal quarter of 2010 is reported at $35.1 million, compared to $26.2 million for the same period in 2009.  The company’s new processing plant, feed mill and hatchery sites near the U.S. 70 industrial park is under construction, and construction for the plant in Kinston is scheduled to begin production in January.  Sanderson Farms is also considering Goldsboro as the site for a $94 million big bird deboning plant.
Commodity NEWS

NC Plant Gets OK From China:  Products packed on or after may 17 from Smithfield’s Tar Heel, N.C. plant are now eligible for export to China.  China suspended imports from the N.C. plant last August.  Pork products, including natural casings, packed on or after March 24, 2010 are also eligible for export.
U.S.-Japan Beef Talks Stalled:  An outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease has halted beef trade talks between U.S. and Japan.  Talks were set to resume in April with the hopes of easing restrictions on U.S. beef imports but Japan wanted to focus on containing the outbreak.  Japan is in the process of culling more than 118,000 animals, including cows and pigs.
NCDA NEWS

Shrimp Sold to NC Stores Contain Undeclared Sulfites:  Eastern Fish Co. of Teaneck, N.J., is recalling Bloom brand frozen raw extra jumbo shrimp because the product may contain undeclared sulfites. The recall applies to shrimp sold in 16-ounce packages and at full-service seafood cases in Bloom grocery stores. People who have an allergy or severe sensitivity to sulfites run the risk of a serious allergic reaction by consuming this product. Sulfites commonly occur in food and do not harm people without sulfite allergies. The shrimp was distributed to Bloom stores in North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia and Maryland between April 8 and June 4. The package of the recalled products contains the wording “Product of Mexico.”
USDA NEWS  
USDA’s Microentrepreneur Program Underway: USDA is now implementing funding that invests in rural economies. USDA’s Microentrepreneur Assistance Program was established as part of the 2008 Farm Bill and will provide $13 million in grants to organizations that provide training, technical assistance or make small loans to rural small businesses with ten or fewer employees.  Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates for June:  The USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announced interest rates for June 2010. The CCC borrowing rate-based charge for June 2010 is 0.375 percent, down from 0.500 percent in May 2010. For 1996 and subsequent crop year commodity and marketing assistance loans, the interest rate for loans disbursed during June 2010 is 1.375 percent, down from 1.500 percent in May 2010.  Interest rates for Farm Storage Facility Loans approved for June 2010 are as follows, 3.000 percent with seven-year loan terms, down from 3.250 in May 2010, 3.625 percent with 10-year loan terms, down from 3.875 in May 2010, and 3.875 percent with 12-year loan terms, down from 4.125 percent in May 2010. The interest rate for Sugar Storage Facility Loans for June 2010 is 4.125 percent, down from 4.375 in May 2010. The maximum discount rate applicable for June 2010 for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 5 percent, unchanged from May 2010. 
Mark Your Calendar
AgDay at the NC Capitol: On June 23 the NC Agribusiness Council will host a series of events for NCAg members in Raleigh. Events include an AgBreakfast with NC House and Senate Agriculture Committee members, an AgLuncheon with Council of State members and a Legislative AgReception at the Governor’s Mansion. RSVP required. Space is limited. rsvp@ncagribusiness.com 

House Committee On Environment and Natural Resources will meet on Tuesday, June 8 at 12:00 noon, 643 Legislative Office Building. 
House Committee On Water Resources and Infrastructure will meet on Tuesday June 8 at 2:00 p.m., 1228 Legislative Building. 
Senate Committee On Agriculture/Environment/Natural Resources will meet on Tuesday, June 8 at 11:00 a.m., 544 Legislative Office Building.

The 2010 Pork Management Conference will be held June 16-18 in Hilton Head, S.C. Presentations will include an update on the We Care industry initiative, consumer trends, current legislative issues and the global market, as well as a lender panel discussion. Go to www.pork.org for more information.
Crawfish Day will be held June 19 at 10 a.m. at the Piedmont Triad Farmers Market in Colfax. The sale will be held in the Farmers Area No. 2. Live crawfish will be on sale for $5 per pound, with a 5-pound minimum purchase and a 40-pound maximum purchase per person. Cooked crawfish will be on sale for $6 per pound.
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