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Our auction business was started in 1977. We conduct farm equipment, logging & industrial equipment, real estate, antique & cattle sales. E. B. Harris, owner/president, was raised on the family farm in Warren County. This farm has been in his family since 1916. The office for the auction business is also located at this farm. There were many family values passed on to him which are used in everyday life. Some of these are used in the auction business today. For example - (1) give a man a fair measure (2) look a person straight in the eye & give them a firm hand shake. When you employ E. B. Harris Inc./Auctioneers you are dealing with a company known for treating their customers, whether a seller or buyer, with these values. We are a name both buyer and seller can trust. If you are considering an auction or buying equipment, be sure to contact us for more information about our services. We always appreciate your business. E. B. Harris is a member of Auctioneers Association of North Carolina, N.C. Cattlemen's Association and National Cattlemen's Beef Association. For more information, about upcoming sales, Click Here.

Washington NEWS

Hagan Fights for NPDES Amendment to Farm Bill: U.S. Senator Kay R. Hagan (N.C.) along with Senator Mike Crapo (R-ID) are fighting hard to include a bipartisan amendment to the Farm Bill that would reduce burdensome and unnecessary regulations on farmers. 
Specifically, the Hagan/Crapo amendment would clarify that Clean Water Act permits are not required for pesticide applications. 
Since the early 1970s, the EPA has regulated pesticide applications under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA). A 2006 court decision required separate Clean Water Act permits for pesticide applications, creating an enormous layer of bureaucracy without any public health or environmental benefits.  The Hagan/Crapo amendment would also require EPA to perform a study on whether and how the FIFRA process can be improved to better protect the environment and human health and wildlife from pesticide applications. Senators Hagan and Crapo are joined by a bipartisan group of senators including Senators Claire McCaskill (D-MO), Jim Risch (R-ID), Mark Pryor (D-AR), Saxby Chambliss (R-GA), and Mary Landrieu (D-LA). 
Hen Welfare Amendment to Farm Bill: U.S. Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) is working to add an amendment to the Senate version of the Farm Bill identical to egg-laying legislation introduced in the Senate and House in an effort to mandate national standards for egg-laying hens.  Several weeks ago, Feinstein introduced S. 3239, the Egg Products Inspection Act Amendments of 2012, similar to the House version, H.R. 3798.  It is not clear that Feinstein’s amendment will make it to a vote, and Feinstein has said she wouldn’t pursue if it fails.

Federal Crop Insurance Amendment to Farm Bill: U.S. Senator Kay R. Hagan (N.C.)is working to add an amendment to the Farm Bill that will make information about federal crop insurance policies more readable and accessible to farmers.  Hagan’s “Plain Language” amendment would require the USDA Risk Management Agency (RMA) to use clear, concise, and easily readable information about federal crop insurance programs. In addition, the amendment requires USDA to improve their website so that farmers have easy access to clear information about existing and new crop insurance policies created in the 2012 Farm Bill.  “Under the 2012 Senate Farm Bill, new commodity and crop insurance programs will be the sole safety net available to farmers,” Hagan said.  “This amendment will ensure that all producers understand the precise terms and conditions of these policies.”
N.C. Reps. Request Study for Poultry Disruption Insurance: U.S. Rep. Mike McIntyre (N.C.-7) has written a letter to the House Ag Committee requesting a study that assesses the feasibility of business disruption insurance for poultry producers be included in the Farm Bill. The letter has strong North Carolina support with cosigners including Reps. Renee Ellmers (N.C.-2), Larry Kissell (N.C.-8), David Price (N.C.-4), and Walter B. Jones (N.C.-3).  The letter states, “A bankruptcy of the integrator is brought on by no fault of the producer. A risk management tool is needed to allow poultry growers to insure against losses they would incur in the event of a business disruption.”  Click here to read the full letter. The proposal has been endorsed by the National Chicken Council, National Turkey Federation, and the North Carolina Poultry Federation.

Legislative NEWS

N.C. House Approves Fracking: The N.C.  House voted to legalize fracking in N.C. The bill passed by a 66 to 43 vote and now heads back to the Senate to deliberate minor amendments.

Senate Passes Budget Plan:  The N.C. Senate approved its version of the state budget with a vote of 30-19 along party lines.  The House passed its own plan two weeks ago, rejecting the Senate version.  Differences on funding for the NC Department of Agriculture are among the issues to be worked out between the two chambers.  Negotiators are hopeful a compromise will be worked out quickly.
N.C. Senate Resolute on Ferry Tolls: The N.C. Senate budget, which was approved this week, orders the Dept. of Transportation to collect higher ferry tolls on all seven state ferries beginning July 1.  Gov. Beverly Perdue convinced House Republicans that the toll changes would create an economic hardship, and the House budget crafted in May postponed the changes until July 2013. However, Senate Republicans wouldn’t budge and made a point of including language in their proposed budget calling the governor’s actions unconstitutional.  Coastal House Democrats aren’t happy with Republican senators.  During last year’s budget negotiations, postponing ferry tolls was part of the deal that resulted in five Democrats voting with Republicans, giving them the votes they needed for a veto-proof budget.
Animal Activism NEWS
Animal Advocates Lobby N.C. Lawmakers: Animal rights groups participated in North Carolina State Humane Lobby Day 2012 last week. Attendees asked legislators to support the Commercial Dog Breeder Bill and talked with legislators about other animal welfare issues such as fox and coyote penning and cockfighting laws.  Hosting the event were The Humane Society of the United States, North Carolina Voters for Animal Welfare, Susie’s Law and The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.
Kroger Makes Move to Crate-Free Supply Chain: The Kroger Co. has begun informing suppliers of a new policy regarding gestation crates. The company has reviewed the opinions of animal welfare experts and other experts regarding the use of gestation crates for pregnant sows. Kroger believes that a gestation crate-free environment is more humane and that the pork industry should work toward gestation crate-free housing for pregnant sows. The company is encouraging its suppliers to accelerate this already-occurring transition in the Kroger supply chain. Kroger said that the transition may take many years.
Commodity NEWS

Corn, Soybean Crop Conditions Drop:  According to USDA’s latest report, U.S. corn crops rated in good or excellent condition are dropping.  For the week ending June 10, 66 percent was in good or excellent condition.  That figure was 72 percent the previous week and 77 percent two weeks ago. A year ago the same week, 69 percent received that rating. For soybeans, 60 percent was in good or excellent condition, compared to 65 percent a week ago and 67 percent a year ago. Trading prices for corn futures were around $5.92 a bushel for July delivery on the Chicago Board of Trade.  Soybean futures traded about $14.27 per bushel.
New Foot-and-Mouth Disease Vaccine Gets Licensed for Use on Cattle: The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced that the world’s first molecular foot-and-mouth (FMD) vaccine has been granted conditional license for use in cattle by the USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service’s Center for Veterinary Biologics (CVB). Developed at DHS’s Science and Technology Directorate (S&T) Plum Island Animal Disease Center (PIADC), this is the first licensed FMD vaccine that can be manufactured on the U.S. mainland. “The important capability of this vaccine compared with other foot-and-mouth disease vaccines that have been developed in the past is that it can be manufactured on the mainland in the United States because it does not contain live FMD virus,” said PIADC Director Dr. Larry Barrett.
Business NEWS 
Companies Raising Cigarette Prices: R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. said it is raising prices on seven of its brands. The company will increase the list price of Camel, Doral, GPC, Kool, Pall Mall, Salem, and Winston brands by six cents a pack.  The list price of Camel Snus, a smokeless tobacco product, will increase by 10 cents.  The company said the increase is intended for wholesale and direct-buying customers. Philip Morris is increasing the list price on all its brands by six cents, and Lorillard will raise prices by eight cents. Higher state and federal excise taxes and decreases in shipment volumes are factors in the decision to increase prices.  Bonnie Herzog, an analyst with Wells Fargo Securities, says the increase shows that the industry still has some pricing power.

N.C. Poultry Facilities Recognized for Outstanding Safety Performance:  The Joint Industry Safety and Health Council recognized 68 chicken and turkey facilities for outstanding safety performance through the implementation of innovative and effective safety and health programs. The annual safety awards were presented during the 2012 National Safety Conference for the Poultry Industry held in Ponte Vedra, FL. From N.C. the following companies won awards: Award of Distinction: Perdue Farms Inc., Concord (Further Processing) and Rockingham (Processing); Award of Honor: Butterball LLC., Mt. Olive(Processing); Perdue Farms Inc., Nashville (Feed Mill); Award of Merit: Perdue Farms Inc., Murfreesboro (Hatchery).
People NEWS
Edwards Acquitted; Justice Dept. Won’t Retry: Jurors in the federal case against John Edwards acquitted him on one count of accepting illegal campaign contributions, and the judge declared a mistrial.  The jury was deadlocked on the other five counts.  The U.S. Justice Department recently said it will not retry Edwards on the other five counts the jury was unable to resolve. 
E.B. Harris Announces Upton Farm Equipment Sale:  On June 30th, E.B. Harris will be auctioning off the farm equipment of George Upton, father of Erica Upton Peterson.   The auction will be held at the Sampson County Livestock Arena (named for George Upton) at 93 Agriculture Way, in Clinton, NC – and will begin at 10AM with cattle first and then Upton’s equipment.  All are invited. Click Here for sales brochure. 
USDA NEWS

FSA County Committee Nomination Period Begins: The nomination period for local FSA county committees began on Friday, June 15. To be eligible to serve on an FSA county committee, a person must participate or cooperate in a program administered by FSA, be eligible to vote in a county committee election and reside in the local administrative area in which the person is a candidate. To become a candidate, an eligible individual must sign the nomination form, FSA-669A. The form and other information about FSA county committee elections are available online at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. Nomination forms for the 2012 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA Service Center by close of business on Aug. 1, 2012. Elections will take place this fall. Recently, U.S. Ag Secretary Vilsack announced his intention to appoint voting members from the socially disadvantaged community in county jurisdictions that lack fair representation. 

Farmers Are Reminded to Sign Up for the 2012 Census of Agriculture: The USDA is preparing to mail the 2012 Census of Agriculture to millions of U.S. farmers and ranchers in late December. Producers are reminded to sign up for the Census before July 1. The Census of Agriculture is a complete count of U.S. farms and ranches and the people who operate them. “The Census provides the only source of uniform, comprehensive and impartial agricultural data for every county in the nation,” said Renee Picanso, Census and Survey Division Director at USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service. “Through the Census, producers can show the nation the value and importance of agriculture, and they can help influence the decisions that will shape the future of American agriculture for years to come. For more info, go to www.agcensus.usda.gov.
Nominations Being Accepted for Committee on Meat and Poultry Inspection:  The USDA is accepting nominations for the National Advisory Committee on Meat and Poultry Inspection (NACMPI). All applications need to be received by June 20, 2012 to receive consideration. Nominations for membership to the committee are being sought from individuals representing academia, public health organizations, industry, state and local government officials, consumer organizations and the public. Application packages should include a cover letter, typed resume, and USDA Advisory Committee Membership Background Information form AD-755 (found here: www.fsis.usda.gov/forms/index.asp). For more information about NACMPI, visit: www.fsis.usda.gov/About_FSIS/NACMPI.
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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