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Our auction business was started in 1977. We conduct farm equipment, logging & industrial equipment, real estate, antique & cattle sales. E. B. Harris, owner/president, was raised on the family farm in Warren County. This farm has been in his family since 1916. The office for the auction business is also located at this farm. There were many family values passed on to him which are used in everyday life. Some of these are used in the auction business today. For example - (1) give a man a fair measure (2) look a person straight in the eye & give them a firm hand shake. When you employ E. B. Harris Inc./Auctioneers you are dealing with a company known for treating their customers, whether a seller or buyer, with these values. We are a name both buyer and seller can trust. If you are considering an auction or buying equipment, be sure to contact us for more information about our services. We always appreciate your business. E. B. Harris is a member of Auctioneers Association of North Carolina, N.C. Cattlemen's Association and National Cattlemen's Beef Association. For more information, about upcoming sales, Click Here.

Washington NEWS

Senate Approves Farm Bill; Includes Hagan Amendment: The U.S. Senate voted to approve the Agriculture Reform, Food and Jobs Act of 2012.  The Farm Bill was approved with broad bipartisan support on a vote of 64-35. The bill eliminates direct payments and emphasizes the need to strengthen risk management tools for farmers.  Overall, the bill will reduce the deficit by more than $23 billion dollars by eliminating unnecessary subsidies, consolidating programs to end duplication, and confronting misuse in food assistance programs. U.S. Sen. Kay Hagan’s (N.C.) ‘Plain Language’ amendment is included in the bill and requires the USDA Risk Management Agency (RMA) to use clear, concise and easily readable information about federal crop insurance programs.  (Editor’s Note:This amendment was put forward by Senator Hagan after a NC Agribusiness Council conference call with NCAg farmers regarding the farm bill.)  In addition, Senator Hagan said she “plans to keep fighting to include a provision in the final bill to eliminate a redundant and unnecessary EPA regulation on pesticides.”  Click here to view the entire bill. The U.S. House Ag Committee is set to mark up the Farm Bill after the 4th of July.
Egg-Laying Amendment Cut: During Farm Bill action in the Senate last week, the number of amendments was trimmed to 73, cutting the amendment introduced by U.S. Sen. Dianne Feinstein (CA) to mandate national standards for egg-laying hens. There is a similar amendment in the House.
Senate Shuts Down Measure to Block New EPA Standards:  The U.S. Senate blocked a measure aimed at preventing the EPA from implementing new federal standards for coal-fired power plants.  Republicans were pushing the proposal, but were four votes short to proceed to a vote.  
Appropriations Committee Approves Ag Appropriations Bill: The House Appropriations Committee approved the fiscal year 2013 Agriculture Appropriations bill. The legislation funds several important and necessary government programs and services, including food safety, animal and plant health, rural development and farm services, and nutrition programs. In total, the legislation includes $19.4 billion in discretionary funding – a cut of $365 million below last year’s level and a cut of $1.7 billion below the president’s budget request. Of note, the bill includes an amendment that prohibits funding to provide farm program benefits to individuals or entities with adjusted gross incomes of more than $250,000. The bill also includes an amendment that prohibits funding for any horse inspection activity necessary to transport and slaughter horses in the U.S. 

House Passes Energy and Jobs Act: Last week, the U.S. House passed H.R. 4480, the Domestic Energy and Jobs Act, with a vote of 248-163. H.R. 4480 is composed of five individual bills that expand domestic energy production on federal lands, streamline government regulations, and boosts investment and economic growth in the energy sector. The five bills included in the package are: H.R. 2150, the National Petroleum Reserve Alaska Act; H.R. 2751, BLM Live Internet Auctions Act; H.R. 4382, Planning for American Energy Act; H.R. 4382, Providing Leasing Certainty for American Energy Act; and H.R. 4383, Streamlining Permitting of American Energy Act.

Mexico, Canada Invited to Join TPP: The United States and the eight other countries negotiating the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) Agreement have extended an invitation to Mexico and Canada to join the TPP negotiations, pending successful conclusion of their domestic procedures. In addition to the U.S., the current TPP countries are Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Chile, Malaysia, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, and Vietnam.  
Legislative NEWS
Fracking Bill Passes Senate: The N.C. Senate passed with little debate a bill to allow fracking in North Carolina.  The bill passed with a vote of 29-15 and passed the House last week.  Gov. Perdue, who has seemed supportive of fracking, has 10 days to decide whether she’ll sign the bill. The N.C. Dept. of Environment and Natural Resources requested funding for seven full-time positions and further studies.  However, only three positions were funded, which may give the governor pause. Opponents are pressuring the governor to veto the bill over environmental concerns. 

Budget Heads to Governor’s Desk:  The N.C. Legislature passed a $20 billion budget set to begin July 1. At the urging of the NC Agribusiness Council, the final budget included $250,000 for NCDA’s Got2BeNC and International Marketing programs – despite not being in either the House or the Senate budgets. Gov. Perdue has 10 days to sign or veto the budget.
Governor’s Aide Regrets Toll Road Letter: Former Rep. Pryor Gibson, now a senior adviser to Gov. Beverly Perdue, told an N.C. Senate committee that he altered letters regarding toll road project funding.  The letter said that funding for the toll roads over the next year was needed.  A top transportation official, Jim Trogdon, said that the funding wasn’t needed.  Gibson sent a letter to lawmakers saying that the funding was needed after having worked with Trogdon’s assistant on the letter while Trogdon was out of town. The committee will decide next week if further action is needed. Funding for improvements to I-95 through a toll road has been controversial as many feel it would create a burden on residents and businesses along the corridor.

Fuel & Energy NEWS
Pittsboro Home to Clean Energy Plant:  The ribbon was cut last week on Piedmont Biofuels located in Pittsboro.  The facility is the first biodiesel plant of its kind, creating renewable fuel using enzymatic catalysis. The enzyme-based process technology would allow new feedstocks that have not typically been available for biodiesel fuel production to be used.
People NEWS

N.C. Farm on Travel Channel:  Butler Farms, a hog farm in Harnett County, will be featured on the Travel Channel’s “Off Limits” program on Monday, June 25 at 8 p.m. (check local listings to verify the time). 
Animal Activism NEWS

Sonic Announces Timeline to Eliminate Suppliers' Pig Crates:  Sonic Corp., the nation's largest chain of drive-in restaurants, announced plans to phase in a pork supply chain free of gestation crates. The company plans to reach that goal no later than 2022 but hopes to be there by 2017. Since February, McDonald’s, Burger King, Wendy’s, Cracker Barrel, and Denny’s have announced that they will eliminate gestation crates from their supply chains, as have Kroger and Safeway, the nation’s top two supermarket chains, and Compass Group, the world’s largest food service company. Leading pork producers Smithfield and Hormel have pledged to end the use of gestation crates at their company-owned facilities by 2017, and Cargill is already 50 percent crate-free. Eight U.S. states have passed laws to ban the practice and Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, and Rhode Island have bills pending that would do the same.
Immigration NEWS

Immigration Policy Change for Young People: Secretary of Homeland Security Janet Napolitano announced that, effective immediately, certain young people who were brought to the U.S. as young children, do not present a risk to national security or public safety, and meet several key criteria will be considered for relief from removal from the country or from entering into removal proceedings. Those who demonstrate that they meet the criteria will be eligible to receive deferred action for a period of two years, subject to renewal, and will be eligible to apply for work authorization.
Environmental NEWS

EPA Names 2 N.C.  Members of Ag Advisory Committee: The EPA announced new members of the Farm, Ranch, and Rural Communities Committee (FRRCC) for its 2012-2014 term. Archie Hart, NCDA&CS, and Dr. Janis McFarland, Syngenta Crop Protection in Greensboro, will serve on the committee that advises EPA on a wide range of environmental issues important to agriculture and rural communities.  The FRRCC will hold open meetings and expects to meet approximately two times each year, generally in Washington, DC. 

No Changes to EPA Dust Standard: The EPA released its proposed dust standard, officially known as the National Ambient Air Quality Standard for coarse particulate matter, which sparked controversy within the agricultural community.  The controversy arose when EPA staff announced the administrator would be “justified” in doubling the stringency of the current dust standard. However, EPA said that it plans to retain the current standard. National Cattlemen’s Beef Association Deputy Environmental Counsel Ashley McDonald said that the issue is far from over. “We learned from the last two reviews of this standard that a final standard can look very different than the proposal. It is important to note that EPA’s action is simply a proposal from the agency and not the final standard.”
Business NEWS
Pantego Wind Farm Delayed: The wind farm proposed in Beaufort County has been postponed.  Chicago-based Invenergy announced it will conduct more research on the effects of the industrial-scale plant on bald eagles in the area.  The company said that construction will be delayed by at least one year. The bald eagle population near the controversial Pantego Wind Energy Project is higher than estimated.  The company could apply for a federal waiver that would allow a certain number of bald eagle kills.  The company is considering Currituck and Camden counties for a second, not alternative, site for a wind farm in N.C.
Commodity NEWS

Egg Sets Continue Decline: For the week ending June 16, eggs set dropped 2 percent to 197 million, and chicks placed dropped 1 percent compared to the same time last year.  USDA’s latest report shows average hatchability was 85 percent. Broilers placed for meat production dropped 1 percent to 167 million, and cumulative placements for Jan. 1 through June 16 dropped to 3.94 billion, a 4 percent drop.
NCDA&CS NEWS

NCDA&CS Provides Export Expertise: The NCDA&CS Plant Industry Division has seen a surge in requests for phytosanitary certificates to export plants and plant products out of the country. Phytosanitary certificates are a critical piece in the export trade puzzle. All countries have requirements for incoming plant-based products such as lumber, tobacco and bulk containers of cotton, soybeans, peanuts, corn, and other commodities. The division’s work helps N.C. businesses, farms, and lumber and nursery operations comply with these requirements. The USDA is responsible for implementing the export program; however, given the workload and distribution of federal staff in the state, a cooperative agreement between USDA and NCDA&CS enables state plant protection specialists to also assist with the issuance of phytosanitary certificates. To enhance and provide additional critical support across the state, NCDA&CS has 19 plant protection specialists trained and capable of evaluating export requirements and issuing phytosanitary certificates.
USDA NEWS  
N.C. Receives Funding Non-Food Energy Crop Production: USDA announced $9.6 million for the creation of two new Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP) project areas in New York and North Carolina. The announcement provides the opportunity to expand the nation's non-food, energy crops used in the manufacturing of liquid biofuels and to help meet state mandated Renewal Portfolio Standards (RPS). One of the two new BCAP project areas is sponsored by Chemtex International Inc., targeted for the heart of North Carolina, where it will grow more than 4,000 acres of Freedom® Giant Miscanthus and switch grass. The crop production will support Chemtex's Project Alpha, a cellulosic biorefinery with an expected annual production of 20 million gallons of bioethanol and downstream sustainable chemicals, as well as onsite biogas for power generation. Enrolled producers will receive establishment assistance and five years of annual production support under BCAP. The sign-up period for the North Carolina project area will begin June 18, 2012 and end Friday, Sept. 14, 2012. Information about BCAP may be found at www.fsa.usda.gov/bcap.
Mark Your Calendar

To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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