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More than a century ago George Vanderbilt chose a picturesque setting in the Blue Ridge Mountains of Western North Carolina to create his home.  His vision for Biltmore was one of a progressive, self-sustaining, working estate that would benefit the community and the land. Although George did not plant Biltmore’s vineyards in his day, the vineyards and winery are an interpretation of his original vision, which was perpetuated in 1978 when the first wines were produced at Biltmore.  Today, Biltmore’s vineyards comprise 94 acres on the west side of Biltmore Estate where Chardonnay, Riesling, Viognier, Cabernet Franc, Cabernet Sauvignon, and Merlot varietals are grown.  Winemakers Bernard Delille and Sharon Fenchak craft award-winning vintages from more than 15 different varietals.  Most might be surprised to realize that America’s most-visited winery isn’t located in California but rather in North Carolina.  Welcoming nearly one million guests each year, Biltmore strives to accommodate those who are new to the world of wine and food as well as the connoisseur in search of a distinctive varietal.  Learn more about Biltmore Wines at www.biltmore.com.

Washington NEWS
Coble Applauds Passage of Job-Saving Legislation:  The cochairman of the Congressional Textile Caucus is applauding last week’s passage of legislation that he says will assist in preserving thousands of North Carolina textile and other manufacturing jobs.  U.S. Rep. Howard Coble (R-NC) said the approval of the U.S. Manufacturing Enhancement Act (H.R. 4380) is vital to allowing U.S. companies to compete on a level playing field with their foreign counterparts.  Congressman Coble said that H.R. 4380 contains duty suspensions and reductions on products that 6th District companies and their employees need in order to prosper and expand.  The National Association of Manufacturers estimates that this legislation will increase U.S. production by $4.6 billion and support 90,000 jobs nationwide.  H.R. 4380 passed the House last week by a vote of 378-43 and, when signed into law, will extend through the end of 2011.  The Senate will take up the legislation next, perhaps as soon as later this week.  

Trade Rep Visits NC Farm:  Marvin’s Fresh Farmhouse in Mt. Pleasant, NC received a special visit from U.S. Trade Representative Ron Kirk and N.C. Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler.  Kirk discussed trade issues with farmers during a roundtable discussion.  Kirk’s mission was to discuss the Administration’s trade priorities, including the National Export Initiative.  

Senators Move to Stop EPA Overreach:  EPA regulations intended for oil spills are being considered for milk containers.  Senator Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa and Senator Mike Johanns, R-Neb are cosponsoring legislation that would exempt milk containers from Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasure regulations from an EPA final rule. Grassley notes that such regulations on the milk industry would burden an already-struggling dairy industry, create unnecessary regulations, and increase prices for consumers.  In addition, Grassley is working to keep the EPA from creating more severe regulations on dust.  The EPA has drafted a policy assessment on particulate matter that could stiffen current standards, creating more unnecessary rules for farmers.

Subcommittee Reviews Federal Rural Development Programs:  Congressman Mike McIntyre, D-N.C., Chairman of the House Agriculture Committee's Subcommittee on Rural Development, Biotechnology, Specialty Crops, and Foreign Agriculture, held a hearing to review the USDA's rural development programs in advance of the 2012 Farm Bill. "Today's hearing provided a good overview of the strengths and the weaknesses of our rural development programs given their current resources,” Chairman McIntyre said. "Our second panel of witnesses provided good testimony and helpful suggestions, particularly on the complexity of the loan and grant application process, that I hope USDA will keep in mind as we move forward with the 2012 Farm Bill."
Campaign NEWS
Goforth Calls it Quits:  State Rep. Bruce Goforth will be stepping down at the end of the month instead of December 31 when his term ends to focus on his construction business and family.  Goforth, D-Buncombe was seeking a fifth term when he lost in the primary to Patsy Keever.   The Buncombe County Democratic Party is expected to select Keever to finish the term.  Keever will face Republican Mark Crawford in the fall.
Commodity NEWS

NC Fishermen Get Federal Funds for Oyster Reefs:  NC fishermen are receiving federal stimulus funds to spread oyster shells along the coast.  A 1-acre reef in the Middle Sound off Wrightsville Beach and two reefs covering 48 acres in Pamlico Sound will provide habitat for the oysters.  Harvesting in the Middle Sound reef will not be allowed for four years, and the Pamlico Sound will not be reopened for fishing.  The funding is also creating 65 other jobs for barge operators, lab technicians, and tugboat captains.  

Menthol Cigarettes Under Review:  A FDA committee will soon make recommendations on how to regulate menthol cigarettes to the FDA's Center for Tobacco Products by March.  However, the Bakery, Confectionery, Tobacco Workers and Grain Millers International Union wrote in a letter that a ban could lead to job losses in local communities not to mention black market cigarettes.  Philip Morris USA parent Altria Group Inc., Reynolds American Inc., and Lorillard Inc wrote that studies have not shown that menthol cigarettes pose a greater health risk than non-menthol cigarettes.  

Smithfield Pork Plants Ineligible to Export to Russia, Again:  For unknown reasons, Smithfield Foods’ Tar Heel and Clinton plants are not eligible to export to Russia effective Aug. 2.  The plants had been added to the list of eligible exporters several months ago.   The plants are on temporary restriction, not de-listed, and USDA and USMEF are working to discover the cause and remove the restriction.
Immigration NEWS

Legislation Aims to Protect Local Immigration Laws:  Representative Jerry Moran, R-Kan. wants state and local governments to be protected from costly federal lawsuits that challenge their right to enact immigration laws.  Saying that the cost of defending against a federal lawsuit might deter local governments from acting, Moran introduced the Respect for Local laws Act.  The legislation would require the federal government to pay for legal costs should a court uphold a federal challenge to a local immigration law. Companion legislation is being introduced in the Senate by Senator Mike Johanns, R-Neb.
Business NEWS

Pesticide Safety Toolkit Available for Farm Workers:   NC Cooperative Extension recently developed a kit of materials that teaches Spanish-speaking agricultural workers how to safely work with pesticides.  The materials were reviewed by the EPA to ensure it’s compliant with federal Worker Protection Standard’s training requirements.  Currently, tobacco, sweet potato and tomato crops are covered in the materials, but materials covering cucumbers, green peppers, grapes, landscape, Christmas trees, blueberries, strawberries, and apples will be available for the 2011 growing season. Later this summer, the toolkit will be available via the Internet.
Port Authority Stops Work on International Port:  The N.C. State Ports Authority is putting the N.C. International Terminal project on hold.  Citing recent opposition by U.S. Rep. Mike McIntyre, objections from many town boards in several Brunswick County municipalities and environmental groups, and the N.C. General Assembly’s denial of funding for a study all led to the decision.  Ports Authority officials maintain that North Carolina needs access to a deepwater port to remain competitive and that they will continue to examine other options.  A proposed terminal in Jasper County, S.C. is on the back burner until there is sufficient economic justification, which officials from that area say probably won’t be until 2020 or 2025.
Lance Merges With Pretzel Maker:  Charlotte-based snack company, Lance Inc., has reached a deal with Snyder’s of Hanover Inc., to merge their snacks under one company.  The new company will be called Snyder’s-Lance, and the headquarters will be located in Charlotte with an additional headquarters in Hanover, PA.  The deal requires shareholder and regulatory approval and is expected to be finalized in the fall.

New Ammonia Refrigeration Program:   Sampson Community College is home to N.C.'s only ammonia refrigeration program, one of only six schools in the country. SCC offers a $2 million, 5,000-square-foot training facility that includes a state-of-the-art laboratory and several courses related to Ammonia Refrigeration, which train workers to operate and maintain an ammonia refrigeration system and how to respond if the system malfunctions. For more info go to www.sampsoncc.edu/AmmoniaRefrigeration/AR-Home.asp.

Environmental NEWS

Public Hearing on Watauga Agricultural Plan: Last year Watauga County enacted a Citizen’s Plan to guide future growth.  Last week, the Watauga County Board of Commissioners held a hearing on the draft of the Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Plan, an integral piece of the Citizen’s Plan.  The draft is online at www.wataugacounty.org.
NCDA NEWS

Troxler Elected President of Southern Agricultural Group:  Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler recently was elected president of the Southern Association of State Departments of Agriculture. He will serve a one-year term. SASDA’s membership is composed of the agriculture departments of Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Puerto Rico, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, U.S. Virgin Islands, Virginia and West Virginia. The organization is a regional arm of the National Association of State Departments of Agriculture. As president, Troxler will work to build consensus among member states on agricultural policy issues and communicate SASDA’s policy recommendations to NASDA. He also serves on the board of NASDA and chairs that organization’s Tobacco Task Force and Food Regulation and Nutrition Committee.
NCDA&CS Recommends Buying Bees From Permitted Dealers: To help ensure a healthy bee population in the state, the NCDA&CS recommends beekeepers buy bees only from dealers permitted to sell in the state. “By purchasing from permitted sellers, beekeepers protect our bee and honey industry and avoid buying diseased or Africanized bees or potentially transporting other harmful pests,” said Don Hopkins, state apiarist with NCDA&CS. A list of permitted sellers is maintained by NCDA&CS. 
USDA NEWS
USDA Publishes Annual Report on Foreign Holdings of U.S. Agricultural Land:  USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) released the latest report on foreign holdings of U.S. agricultural land. The publication contains statistics through Feb. 28, 2009, regarding the 22.2 million acres of U.S. agricultural land in which foreign persons hold an interest.  The report, titled "Foreign Holdings of U.S. Agricultural Land," is now available at www.fsa.usda.gov.
People NEWS

NCDA&CS Director Dies: James Francis Devine, Sr., 74, died July 10.   Jim was a 26-year veteran of the N.C. Dept. of Agriculture and was Director of Public Affairs; Editor of the Agricultural Review; and Manager of the Press Office during the NC State Fair, until his 1995 retirement. 
Rep. Lucas Diagnosed With Cancer:  State Rep. Marvin Lucas has been diagnosed with slowly progressing prostate cancer.  Lucas has apparently had the disease for 20 years.  Lucas represents House District 42, which covers Spring Lake, parts of Fayetteville and Fort Bragg.  
Mark Your Calendar

The NC Agribusiness Council  AgLeaders Conference will be held at the Sheraton Imperial at RTP on Monday, August 23 – Tuesday August 24, 2010. The AgLeaders Conference will include exhibitors as well as concurrent Congressional Candidates Forums for all 13 congressional districts  which will be held on both Monday morning and afternoon as well asTuesday morning.  On Monday evening a reception and elegant dinner will be held, with the program including a Candidates Forum for the US Senate Race. Various sponsorships for the AgLeaders Conference range from $250 to $25,000. Individual tickets start at $150.  Space is limited. 
The sixth annual Food Safety Forum will be held Tuesday, Aug. 10 from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Expo Center at the State Fairgrounds. Keynote speakers will be Dr. Jim Gorny, senior food safety advisor at the U.S. Food and Drug Administration; Dr. Robert Tauxe, deputy director of foodborne, waterborne and environmental diseases at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; and Dr. Dan Engeljohn, a food protection administrator with the USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service. Their respective topics will be produce safety, food safety and animal production, and investigations of foodborne disease outbreaks. Admission to the forum is free and lunch will be provided, but registration is required. To register and for more info, visit www.ncagr.gov/ncfoodsafetyforum or contact Christina Waggett at (919) 733-7125, ext. 255. Registration deadline is Aug. 1.  

The High Country Farm Tour will be held Aug. 7 and 8 from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. each day.  A total of 17 farms in Watauga, Ashe and Wilkes counties will be featured on the tour, highlighting the local-food movement and diversity in agriculture. Tickets are $20 per car.  The tour is sponsored by Blue Ridge Women in Agriculture and more info can be found at www.brwia.org.
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