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Syngenta is one of the world’s leading companies with more than 26,000 employees in over 90 countries dedicated to one purpose: Bringing plant potential to life.  Through world-class science, global reach and commitment to our customers, we help to increase crop productivity, protect the environment and improve health and quality of life. With North Carolina’s rich agricultural background, we are especially proud to have established roots in this state. Over 1,110 employees across our Greensboro and Research Triangle Park facilities are dedicated to this region and value the innovative atmosphere it cultures. Our $71 million state-of-the-art expansion is scheduled for completion later this year and we look forward to the opportunities it will provide. We are honored to partner with the N.C. Museum of History, the United Way and local food banks. These collaborations have strengthened our relationships with North Carolina businesses and residents – allowing us to contribute to the state’s economy and improve the well-being of our neighbors.  Through research and development, local engagement and increased resources, we know Syngenta will continue to help North Carolina agriculture thrive in the global environment. Learn more at www.syngenta-us.com.

Washington NEWS
House Ag Committee Approves Farm Bill:  The U.S. House Ag Committee approved H.R. 6083, the Federal Agriculture Reform and Risk Management Act of 2012, by a vote of 35-11. U.S. Reps. Renee Ellmers (N.C.-2), Larry Kissell (N.C.-8), and Mike McIntyre (N.C.-7) voted in favor of the bill and several amendments that were important to NC Agribusiness, including provisions important to peanut growers as well as pork producers.  Also HR 872, clarification language related to the Clean Water Act and its applicability to pesticides near water sources, was also included in the House version of the Farm Bill. 
Small Business Jobs Bill Fails in Senate: The U.S. Senate, by a 53-44 vote, failed to advance the Small Business Jobs and Tax Relief Act. The bill would have provided a 10 percent income tax credit on new payroll—through either hiring or increased wages in 2012. The proposal also would have extended the 100 percent depreciation deduction for certain property. Typically, businesses expenditures are tax deductible in the year in which they are made, except for major purchases, such as large equipment, which must be written off over many years. One hundred percent depreciation allows businesses to write off the entire cost of major purchases in the year they are made rather than depreciate those expenses over many years.   Sen. Kay Hagan’s (N.C.) amendment, Small Business Common Application Act, would have reduced the paperwork by establishing a common application that allows small business owners to apply for grants, seek technical assistance, or bid on contracts from the federal government with a single form.

Final Rule on Egg Safety Goes Into Effect: The U.S. FDA announced that new food safety requirements for egg producers became effective on July 9, 2010 through a rule for egg producers having 50,000 or more laying hens – about 80 percent of production. Among other things, it requires them to adopt preventive measures and to use refrigeration during egg storage and transportation. The rule requires egg producers with fewer than 50,000 but at least 3,000 laying hens whose shell eggs are not processed with a treatment, such as pasteurization, to comply with the regulation by July 9, 2012. Producers who sell all their eggs directly to consumers or have less than 3,000 hens are not covered by the rule. Under the rule, egg producers whose shell eggs are not processed with a treatment, such as pasteurization must: buy chicks and young hens only from suppliers who monitor for Salmonella bacteria; establish rodent, pest control, and biosecurity measures to prevent spread of bacteria throughout the farm; conduct testing in the poultry house for Salmonella Enteritidis; clean and disinfect poultry houses that have tested positive for Salmonella Enteritidis; refrigerate eggs at 45 degrees F during storage and transportation no later than 36 hours after the eggs are laid (this requirement also applies to egg producers whose eggs receive a treatment, such as pasteurization). To ensure compliance, egg producers must maintain a written Salmonella Enteritidis prevention plan and records documenting their compliance. Egg producers covered by this rule must also register with the FDA. The FDA will develop guidance and enforcement plans to help egg producers comply with the rule. For more info, click here.

House Votes to Repeal Obamacare: The U.S. House voted to repeal the Affordable Health Care Act by a vote of 244-185, with all Republicans voting for it and five Democrats crossing the aisle.   Democrats Larry Kissell (N.C.-8) and Mike McIntyre (N.C.-7) voted with Republicans. U.S. Rep. Renee Ellmers (N.C.-2) sent a letter to Senator Harry Reid after the vote, which was signed by more than 100 members of Congress, calling on him to allow the Senate to vote on the Repeal of Obamacare Act. The repeal is not expected to pass in the Senate.
Legislative NEWS

Brubaker Resigns: Republican state Rep. Harold Brubaker announced his resignation just after the legislative session ended. Brubaker held the 78th District seat representing Randolph County for 35 years.  He most recently served as the House’s senior budget writer. Brubaker said that he’s accomplished what he wanted to in the Legislature and has plans for work outside of the General Assembly.  District Republicans will pick someone to replace Brubaker and run in November.
Environmental NEWS

EPA Withdraws Farm Database Rule: The U.S. EPA withdrew a proposed rule that would have required large livestock and poultry farmers to report information about their operations and undermined court decisions related to producer obligations under the Clean Water Act.  EPA’s proposed Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO) Reporting Rule sought to have CAFOs submit to the agency operational information so it could “more effectively carry out its CAFO permitting programs on a national level and ensure that CAFOs are implementing practices to protect water quality and human health.”  “As we have consistently stated, the proposed rule was the result of a sweetheart settlement between EPA and environmentalists that would have provided no public health protections,” said R.C. Hunt, National Pork Producers Council president and a pork producer from Wilson, N.C. “It would have been a duplicative and burdensome paperwork exercise for producers and clearly was an effort to undermine court decisions that said producers who don’t discharge into waterways don’t need a CWA permit.”
Animal Activism NEWS

Crate-Free Supply Chain Gains Two More: Sodexo Inc., a food service provider to hospitals, colleges, schools and workplaces, announced that it will work with pork suppliers to phase out the use of gestation stalls in its supply chain by 2022. Sodexo has initiated a review process in its North American operations whereby it is asking all of its primary pork suppliers for their plans to not only eliminate gestation stalls from the farms that they own and operate, but their contracted pork operations as well. Suppliers are to provide Sodexo with actionable plans by 2017, detailing how they plan to achieve this. Oscar Mayer also recently announced its plans to eliminate pork raised using gestation crates by 2022. 

Commodity NEWS
EEE Found in New Hanover County: A chicken flock in New Hanover County tested positive for Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE). To prevent the disease from infecting humans and horses, health officials are advising residents to take precautions against mosquito bites and eliminate mosquito breeding areas such as standing water.

Tomato Blight Showing Up Early: Late blight, a plant disease that can kill tomato plants, has been found on North Carolina tomatoes earlier in the growing season this year than usual. Late blight was found several weeks ago on tomatoes in Northampton and Sampson counties and on July 3 in Henderson County, said Dr. Kelly Ivors, associate professor of plant pathology and North Carolina Cooperative Extension specialist. Ivors speculated that the plant disease showed up earlier this year because this spring was unusually warm.

Heat Taking Toll on U.S. Corn Production: USDA dropped its U.S. corn production prospects 1 .8 billion bushels from last month. The projected U.S. corn yield is lowered 20 bushels per acre to 146 bushels reflecting the rapid decline in crop conditions since early June and the latest weather data. Persistent and extreme June dryness across the central and eastern Corn Belt and extreme late June and early July heat from the central Plains to the Ohio River Valley have substantially lowered yield prospects across most of the major growing regions. The season average 2011/12 farm price for corn is projected at $6.10 to $6.30 per bushel, up from $5.95 to $6.25 per bushel last month, as cash and futures prices have soared since early June on intensifying drought and heat across the Midwest. The season average 2012/13 farm price for corn is projected at $5.40 to $6.40 per bushel, up sharply from $4.20 to $5.00 per bushel in June. 

Scientists Question Report Linking Antibiotic Resistant Bladder Infections to Chicken: Amid a report that aired last week on ABC News’ “Good Morning America,” several in the scientific, veterinary, and food safety fields are affirming the safety of chicken and questioning the claims made by the report and the research that formed its basis. The ABC report cites a small Canadian study that misleadingly claims a definitive link between the E. coli that causes human urinary tract infections and E. coli that could be found on chicken products. “The studies in question make the assumption that humans carrying these E. coli acquired them from poultry. The strains did not originate in poultry and likely entered these farms from sources originating in human communities. Perhaps most importantly, the potential transmission of antibiotic resistant E. coli to humans says nothing about why these E. coli are antibiotic resistant in the first place. The resistances observed in these E. coli are common globally and are unlikely to be attributed to chickens given the few antibiotics available for use in poultry in the U.S,” said Randall Singer, DVM, Ph.D., University of Minnesota’s Department of Veterinary and Biomedical Sciences, who reviewed the scientific literature referenced in the ABC report.  Charles L. Hofacre, DVM, Ph.D, University of Georgia’s College of Veterinary Medicine, echoed Dr. Singer’s perspective. “The data is not an accurate representation of how antibiotic resistance transfers from meat to humans,” Dr. Hofacre added.  “The study’s authors are making some really big stretches of their data.”
Business NEWS
North Carolina Ranked Fourth Best State for Business: North Carolina ranked #4 in CNBC’s annual survey of “America’s Top States for Business.” According to CNBC’s report, North Carolina continued to perform well in the Workforce category, placing third. In addition, the report says that North Carolina ranked high in technology and transportation.  North Carolina has finished in the top 10 in all six years of CNBC’s business rankings.   CNBC’s announcement follows on the heels of a #3 ranking for the best states for business by Chief Executive, Site Selection, and Forbes magazines. 

Johnson to Testify Before Utilities Commission: Duke Energy CEO Jim Rogers testified last week before the N.C. Utilities Commission about the recent leadership change, which resulted in the resignation of Bill Johnson who had been expected to lead the merged company.  Rogers said that the board of the new combined company had lost confidence in Johnson.  The Commission has called on Johnson and two members of each of the boards of Progress and Duke Energy to testify next week.
NCDA NEWS

NCDA&CS Revamps Website for Agronomic Reports: NCDA&CS’ website has been redesigned to make searching for agronomic reports easier and provide useful new features. To check out the new site, visit www.ncagr.gov/agronomi and select “Find Your Report” from the left-column navigation bar. The reports have a new design and include explanatory information and hyperlinks to additional resources. The new website also contains advanced features like the ability to access a recent soil report and generate revised fertilizer recommendations for a different crop. Another feature allows farmers who use GPS software to map their fields and apply amendments and to download report data in XML format. Additional features are scheduled to be implemented later this year.
USDA NEWS 
USDA Announces Help for Dealing With Natural Disasters: Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced a package of program improvements that will deliver faster and more flexible assistance to farmers and ranchers devastated by natural disasters. Vilsack announced three significant improvements to USDA programs and processes related to Secretarial disaster designations: a final rule that simplifies the process for Secretarial disaster designations and will result in a 40 percent reduction in processing time for most counties affected by disasters; a reduced interest rate for emergency loans that effectively lowers the current rate from 3.75 percent to 2.25 percent; and a payment reduction on CRP lands qualified for emergency haying and grazing in 2012, from 25 to 10 percent. USDA encourages all farmers and ranchers to contact their crop insurance companies and local USDA FSA Service Centers to report damages to crops or livestock loss.
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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