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Duke Energy, one of the largest electric power companies in the United States, supplies and delivers energy to approximately 4 million U.S. customers. The company has approximately 36,000 megawatts of electric generating capacity in the Midwest and the Carolinas, and natural gas distribution services in Ohio and Kentucky. In addition, Duke Energy has more than 4,000 megawatts of electric generation in Latin America, and is a joint-venture partner in a U.S. real estate company. Headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., Duke Energy is a Fortune 500 company traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol DUK. More information about the company is available on the Internet at: http://www.duke-energy.com.

Washington NEWS

WTO Investigates India’s Ban on U.S. Poultry: The U.S.’ request for the World Trade Organization to investigate India’s restriction on U.S. poultry has been accepted. A dispute settlement panel will look into India’s ban on U.S. poultry, which the country implemented over fears of an avian influenza outbreak.  India’s policy is not consistent with international standards, and U.S. exports of eggs and poultry to India could top $300 million per year.
USTR Delays Action on TPP Tobacco Proposal: Strong objections from business groups, ag groups, and members of Congress to the tobacco proposal in the Trans-Pacific Partnership have prompted the U.S. Trade Representative to once again put off tabling the proposal to provide a “safe harbour” for tobacco regulations.  The thirteenth round of TPP talks are scheduled to begin July 2 in San Diego. A USTR spokeswoman said that the USTR is not tabling the proposal to give further consideration to comments.  Many members of N.C.’s congressional delegation along with Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler have written letters outlining their objections to the proposal.  House members from Kentucky and Tennessee also wrote letters.  There is speculation that the decision has already been made not to table the proposal until after the elections since many of the concerns are from members of Congress representing key swing states like North Carolina and Virginia.
Bill to Exempt Manure from Superfund Sites: Last week, the House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Environment and the Economy heard testimony from U.S. Rep. Billy Long (R-Mo) on his Superfund Common Sense Act that addresses EPA rules and regulations.  The Superfund Common Sense Act (H.R. 2997) would exempt livestock operations from the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA).  The bill would also exempt livestock operations from Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA) reporting requirements.  The CERCLA law created the Superfund as a tax on the chemical and petroleum industries and provides broad federal authority to respond directly to releases or threatened releases of hazardous substances that may threaten public health or the environment. Long believes it does not make any sense to lump tens of thousands of farms and livestock producers under the same severe liability provisions that apply to the nearly 1,300 federal Superfund toxic waste sites.    
Campaign NEWS

Second Primary Voting Begins:  N.C. voters are back at the polls to decide winners of Republican and Democratic contests held in May.  Early voting began last week with one-stop voting running until July 14.  Election Day is July 17. 
NC Legislative NEWS

Gov. Perdue Vetoes Budget: Gov. Bev Perdue vetoed the $20 billion state budget proposal after talks with legislative leaders failed to reach a compromise solution. “The budget the General Assembly delivered to me leaves too many needs unmet -- like the fact that if it passes, schools in North Carolina would receive $190 million less next year than they received this year. And has too many misplaced priorities -- like the fact that it gives $336 million in tax breaks to lawyers, lobbyists, and other wealthy individuals,” Gov. Perdue said.

Senate Committee Wants Ethics Commission Review of DOT Letters:  The state Senate Rules Committee asked the state Ethics Commission to review the altered DOT letters regarding toll road project funding.  The committee voted to refer the case to the Ethics Commission, saying that the actions of Pryor Gibson, the senior adviser to Gov. Bev Perdue, and Susan Coward, a deputy DOT secretary, and Vicki Stanley, a DOT office manager, call for additional examination. The committee’s chairman, Sen. Tom Apodaca, said that he believes there were ethical violations, but he doesn’t believe the changes were made with criminal intent.

N.C. Motor Vehicle Law Changes Benefit Ag: A bill has passed the General Assembly that makes various motor vehicle law changes that benefit farmers and agricultural producers.  The bill adds livestock, live poultry, animal waste to the list of items that can be hauled on a farm trailer without registration; exempts header trailers from registration when being transported to/from dealer or sale; makes changes to prevent farmers from being double-ticketed for not having enough weight on registration; instructs NC DOT to develop an application process by which oversized farm equipment can be driven on controlled access highways or interstates; adds water, fertilizer, pesticides, seed, fuel, and animal waste to the list of materials allowed on light-traffic roads; and provides additional axle weight options for certain vehicle configurations hauling crops, livestock, poultry, forestry products, and other agricultural products. 
Animal Activism NEWS

Survey Shows Few Sows in Open Housing: Results of a survey issued June 6th at the World Pork Expo show that the overwhelming majority of the U.S. sow herd spends some time in individual housing, known as gestation stalls. The findings confirm NPPC's concerns about recent pronouncements by food companies that they will use only pork from operations that are gestation-stall free. The survey, conducted by University of Missouri extension economist Ron Plain, found that currently only 17.3 percent of sows spend a portion of gestation in open pens. Plain surveyed pork operations with 1,000 or more sows. He received responses from 70 operations, which combined own about 3.6 million of the nation's 5.7 million sows. "Today's survey shows that these food companies obviously haven't thought through the complexities, logistics or implications of their requests," said NPPC President R.C. Hunt, a pork producer from Wilson, N.C. "Simply making an announcement without understanding the entire supply chain's ability to meet these requests or the challenges involved is utterly befuddling. We feel it is important to have this first-hand information available to our customers."
Environmental NEWS

N.C. Pork Council’s Environmental Steward Applications: The N.C. Pork Council is accepting application for the Environmental Steward Award until September 15th. The winner will be selected and presented as NCPC's Environmental Steward of the Year at the 2013 NC Pork Conference. The winner will receive a $500 cash award and a farm sign identifying them as the recipient of this honor. Click here for more info. If you have any questions, please contact Tommy Stevens at 919.219.8190 or kerrt@mac.com.
Fuel & Energy NEWS

Duke Energy and Progress Energy Merger Approved: The North Carolina Utilities Commission approved the proposed merger between Duke Energy Corporation and Progress Energy, Inc. The Commission agreed largely with the recommendations of the Public Staff, an independent state agency representing consumers of regulated utilities. It found the projected benefits of the merger outweighed any anticipated costs and risks. The merger guarantees at least $650 million in fuel and fuel-related savings to be allocated among utility customers and is expected to produce operating efficiencies to be reflected in future rates. In addition, the Commission is requiring the merged companies to commit $16.48 million annually in community and charitable support during the first four years following the merger. The Commission is also requiring any costs associated with the merger to be paid by the companies and their shareholders—not by North Carolina utility customers. The approval does not reduce consumer choice. Current state law bars the two utilities from serving the same areas, and that ban is not changed by the Commission’s approval of the merger. 
USDA NEWS

USDA Seeks Nominations for National Organic Advisory Board: USDA is seeking nominations to fill a vacancy beginning January 2013 for a resource conservationist on the National Organic Standards Board. Nominations are being accepted up to July 30. The 5-year term of office will begin Jan. 24, 2013, and run until Jan. 24, 2018. Click here for more info. Applications are due July 30, 2012.
Business NEWS
N.C. Sweet Potato Grower Selected for European Business Award: The UK's leading sweet potato grower and importer has been selected as one of 50 national finalists in this year's European Business Awards.  Scott Farms International, a North Carolina company, is a UK finalist in The Import / Export Award category. There are 11 categories in total.  The announcement comes just days after Scott Farms International was named Importer of the Year at the fresh produce industry's prestigious Re:fresh awards in London.

Carolina Farm Credit Is Now Accepting Applications for Ag Biz Planner Program: Carolina Farm Credit will accept 10 young, beginning, small, and minority famers/farm families to participate in a 10 module, online course designed to assist these farmers in becoming more successful business people through knowledge of the marketplace and financial and business management topics. Interested applicants living in the Carolina Farm Credit territory must complete the application by Sept. 1 to be considered. 

National Search for 'The Faces of Farming and Ranching’: U.S. Farmers & Ranchers Alliance is looking for the “Faces of Farming and Ranching” to help put a real face on agriculture and shine a light on the heart, personalities and values that are behind today’s food. Entries will be accepted through September 8, 2012 at www.FoodDialogues.com. 
Commodity NEWS

Look Out for Southern Corn Rust in N.C.: Crop specialists from NCSU are advising N.C. corn growers to prepare for Southern corn rust.  The disease is widespread in the coastal plain of Georgia.  While it may seem a little premature to start spraying a fungicide to prevent the disease, growers should consider how much acreage they may have to cover in order to be timely. For more info, click here.

Weather Dragging Down U.S. Corn: The U.S. corn crop is taking a hit, some states more than others, due to June’s hot, dry weather.   For the states that grow the majority of the U.S. corn crop, 14 percent was in poor or very poor condition for the week ending June 24, a 9 percent increase over last week and last year. In North Carolina, only 2 percent of the state’s corn was in poor condition, and 71 percent in very good or excellent condition. 
Pork Producer Margins Looking Better: The pork producers should see pork margins improve over the next 40 days.  BMO Capital Markets analyst Kenneth B. Zaslow says that the improvement is due to dropping hog slaughter, the first year-to-year decline in three months; falling retail pork prices as prices increase for beef and chicken; a drop in gas prices resulting in increased meat demand from retail and foodservice customers; and  large retailers pushing pork in their stores.
University NEWS

Sam Pardue to Lead CALS Academic Programs: Dr. Sam Pardue, head of the department of poultry science at N.C. State University, has been appointed as interim associate dean and director of academic programs in the CALS, effective July 1. He replaces Dr. Ken Esbenshade, who is returning to the animal science department after 11 years as associate dean. Pardue has served as head of the poultry science department since July 2005. 

Organic Field Crop Farm Tour Is July 19: N.C. State University’s Organic Grain Project will lead a tour of Hickory Meadows Organics in Whitakers, an organic field crop farm, on July 19. This organic farm has approximately 400 certified organic acreage, as well as conventional acreage. For more info, click here. Registration deadline is July 16. 

Turf Field Day Registration Open: Online registration is now open for NCSU’s 2012 Turfgrass Field Day, an annual event at which N.C. State experts discuss the latest turf research. This year’s field day is Aug. 8 at the Lake Wheeler Road Turfgrass Research Lab in Raleigh.  To register, go to www.TurfFiles.ncsu.edu/FieldDay/.
Mark Your Calendar

To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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