[image: image2.png]V. AgNews UPDATE

NC/AQ Weekly News Critical to Your Agribusiness






July 23, 2012
[image: image1.jpg]syng'enta®




Syngenta is one of the world’s leading companies with more than 26,000 employees in over 90 countries dedicated to one purpose: Bringing plant potential to life.  Through world-class science, global reach and commitment to our customers, we help to increase crop productivity, protect the environment and improve health and quality of life. With North Carolina’s rich agricultural background, we are especially proud to have established roots in this state. Over 1,110 employees across our Greensboro and Research Triangle Park facilities are dedicated to this region and value the innovative atmosphere it cultures. Our $71 million state-of-the-art expansion is scheduled for completion later this year and we look forward to the opportunities it will provide. We are honored to partner with the N.C. Museum of History, the United Way and local food banks. These collaborations have strengthened our relationships with North Carolina businesses and residents – allowing us to contribute to the state’s economy and improve the well-being of our neighbors.  Through research and development, local engagement and increased resources, we know Syngenta will continue to help North Carolina agriculture thrive in the global environment. Learn more at www.syngenta-us.com.

Washington NEWS
McIntyre Calls on House Leadership to Vote on Farm Bill: U.S. Congressman Mike McIntyre (N.C.-7), a senior member of the U.S. House Agriculture Committee, has called upon the House leadership to bring the Farm Bill to a vote in the House immediately.   Congressman McIntyre stated, “North Carolina farmers need the certainty that a Farm Bill provides, and I urge the House leadership to bring the Farm Bill up for a vote so farmers can plan accordingly.  Our food and fiber economy should not get caught up in the Washington game of election year politics.  It’s time for a bi-partisan effort to support our farmers, and I will continue to do all I can to get this Farm Bill across the finish line.” McIntyre was joined in the letter to House leadership by a bi-partisan group of 62 Members from all across the nation urging action.  
McIntyre Delivers Key North Carolina Priorities in Farm Bill: A number of key policies were included in the House Farm Bill as a result of Congressman Mike McIntyre’s (N.C.-7) advocacy:  a provision was included in the bill to provide livestock producers with the risk management tool necessary to create a predictable business environment needed for growth; Congressman McIntyre authored legislation to study the feasibility of an insurance product for poultry producers to purchase to control the risks brought on by integrator bankruptcy; a traditional price-triggered counter-cyclical-type farm safety net program was included as an option for producers that sets a statutory target price for peanuts; included was the Stacked Income Protection Plan, a policy that serves as a supplemental insurance option for cotton producers that opt to participate; a provision was included to tie the peanut crop insurance program to the Rotterdam internationally traded price of peanuts. This reform would, for the first time, give peanuts a reliable price discovery mechanism to signal movements in prices and the market;  a full reauthorization of the Livestock Indemnity Program was included; a provision to enable the Rural Utilities Service at USDA to help finance energy efficiency projects throughout the country; McIntyre cosponsored the Reducing Regulatory Burdens Act, which  was included in the Farm Bill, to eliminate costly and duplicative permitting requirements for pesticide applications; a number of key priorities for the specialty crop industry were included in the Farm Bill; Congressman McIntyre was able to include a policy that, for the first time, will allow for whole farm insurance.
Campaign NEWS

U.S. House Seat Runoffs:  Republican Mark Meadows beat Vance Patterson for the GOP nomination and will face Democrat Hayden Rogers in the fall for the 11th District seat being vacated by U.S. Rep. Heath Shuler. Republican Richard Hudson beat Scott Keadle and will face Democratic incumbent Larry Kissell in the 8th District race. Republican Robert Pittenger beat Jim Pendergraph in the GOP runoff for the 9th District seat being vacated by U.S. Rep. Sue Myrick.  Pittenger will face Democrat Jennifer Roberts in the fall. 

N.C. Senate Runoff Results: Republican Ronald Rabin beat Don Davis in the primary for Senate District 12 and will face Democrat Brad Salmon. Democrat Robert B. Clark III defeated Billy King in the race for the 21st Senate District. There is no Republican running for the seat. Republican Jeff Tarte beat John Aneralla in the runoff for the 41st Senate District.  There is no Democratic challenger.  Republican David Curtis beat incumbent Chris Carney for the 44th Senate District and will face Democrat Ross Bulla.  

N.C. House Runoff Results: Republican Mattie Lawson beat former Representative Arthur Williams in the runoff for House District 6 and will face Democrat Paul Tine. Democrat Nathan Baskerville beat Jim Crawford for House District 32 and will face Republican Scott Bynum. Republican Dana Bumgardner beat Wil Neumann for House District 109 and will face Democrat Melba Reese.
Lt. Governor Race: Republican Dan Forest beat Tony Gurley in the GOP primary race for lieutenant governor.  Forest will face Democrat Linda Coleman in the fall.
NC Legislative NEWS

N.C. Rep. Wainwright Dies: State Rep. William Wainwright, age 64, died last week after several months of health issues.  The Craven County Democrat served for more than 20 years in the General Assembly representing District 12 and most recently served as deputy minority leader.  Democrats will select a replacement candidate to run in November.  
LaRoque Indicted: N.C. Rep. Stephen LaRoque, who represented District 10, has been indicted on charges of theft and unlawful transactions from his small-business lending organization, ECDC. House Speaker Thom Tillis has asked LaRoque to resign.  LaRoque lost his reelection bid in May to John Bell, a Republican from Wayne County. LaRoque declined to comment to the Associated Press.
Environmental NEWS

Study Documents Large Cut in N.C. Mercury Emissions from Industry, Power Plants: North Carolina’s coal-fired power plants have cut their toxic mercury emissions by more than 70 percent since the General Assembly enacted the Clean Smokestack Act in 2002, according to a study the N.C. Division of Air Quality presented last week to the state Environmental Management Commission. “We knew that scrubbers and other controls would reduce mercury emissions, but the actual reductions were larger than we expected,” DAQ Director Sheila Holman said. The study found that airborne emissions account for nearly all (98 percent) of the mercury reaching N.C. waters.  Of those emissions, 84 percent comes from out-of-state sources and 16 percent from power plants and other industry located in N.C. Other notable findings in the study include: power plants with the most advanced levels of controls cut their mercury emissions by more than 90 percent; mercury emissions from coal-fired power plants were reduced by 71.3 percent; mercury emissions from the eight largest industrial sources (other than power plants) were reduced by 54.4 percent. To read the full report, go to http://www.ncair.org/.
Weather NEWS

Crop Insurers Reassure Farmers as Drought Worsens: As the drought spreads and attention turns to worsening crop conditions in farm country, the nation’s crop insurers reassured farmers that companies will have the money necessary to quickly pay out claims in 2012, even amid record payouts last year, said Tom Zacharias, president of National Crop Insurance Services (NCIS), the industry’s trade association. Zacharias offered advice for farmers who are facing weather disaster. If producers think they have a loss on an insured crop, they must: notify their crop insurance agent within 72 hours of the initial discovery of damage; continue to care for the crop and protect it against further damage, if possible; and, obtain consent from the insurance company prior to destroying any of the insured crop.
Fuel & Energy NEWS

First Cellulosic Ethanol Plant in Greene County: Lfuel, a Georgia-based company, plans to buy five acres in Greene County to build a cellulosic ethanol plant.  According to the company’s co-founder Alan Lawson, the plant would be the world’s first commercial cellulosic ethanol plant. The company expects to invest $9.5 million and create 25 jobs within three years.  LFuel will contract with local farmers to purchase stover. Construction is scheduled to begin within 90 days, and the company hopes to have the plant up and running by the end of this year or early next year.   

Animal Activism NEWS

N.C.-Based Food Service Co. to Eliminate Crates: TrustHouse Services Group, a Charlotte-based company and the country’s sixth-largest food service business, announced it is eliminating pig gestation crates from its pork supply chain by 2017. TrustHouse is also calling on the entire pork industry to set a timeline for eliminating gestation crates. Costco, the nation's second-largest food retailer, and H.J. Heinz Co. recently announced they expect their pork suppliers to eliminate crates.

Group Exposes HSUS to 25 State Attorneys General: HumaneWatch, a Washington, D.C.-based non-profit, has written a letter to 25 state attorneys general, including N.C.’s Roy Cooper,  alerting them to the deceptive fundraising practices of The Humane Society of the United States. HumaneWatch recently issued a report on HSUS’ attempts to persuade people that the organization supports local humane societies and pet shelters.  Letters were sent to Idaho, North Dakota, Colorado, Kansas, Arkansas, West Virginia, Iowa, Tennessee, Utah, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Washington, Alaska,

Delaware, Hawaii, Louisiana, Maryland, Nevada, New York, Vermont, Wisconsin, Michigan, Minnesota, Oregon, and North Carolina.  The group plans to send letters to additional states.
Business NEWS
Valley Fine Foods to Create 305 Jobs in N.C.: Valley Fine Foods, a consumer food manufacturer of high quality international foods, will open its new East Coast manufacturing operations in Forest City. The company plans to create at least 305 jobs over the next three years. The project was made possible in part by a state Job Development Investment Grant.   Valley Fine Foods produces gourmet pasta dishes, including fresh ravioli, tortellini, and gnocci, with organic and gluten-free varieties. 
Commodity NEWS

State Sees First Equine EEE Cases of the Year: Two Quarter Horses were euthanized this month after contracting Eastern Equine Encephalomyelitis. The unvaccinated horses, one a 2-year-old Robeson County mare and the other a 7-year-old stallion from Bladen County, exhibited signs of generalized weakness, stumbling, depression, and inability to stand or eat. They are the first reported cases of EEE in horses this year. Last week, New Hanover County officials reported that EEE was found in a sentinel chicken flock.

Coastal Corn Looks Good: Thanks to decent rains in May and early June, corn crops in the Cape Fear region are looking good.  Mark Seitz, director of the Pender County Cooperative Extension, said that the rain provided enough water in the subsoils to sustain the crop when temperatures soared into the 90s and 100s in July.  This season’s corn harvest, while dire throughout most of the country, is estimated at around 115 to 120 bushels per acre for the Cape Fear region.  Many N.C. farmers are happy with that since last year’s crop was devastated by drought and Hurricane Irene. N.C.’s coastal corn is faring better than other areas of the state where dry conditions are taking its toll on corn crops. While most of the corn in the region is used for livestock feed, farmers have seen demand on the rise since Midwest corn is withering in the fields. Even though most of the corn will stay in state, buyers seem willing to pay for the bounty.  

N.C.’s Wheat Crop Sets Acreage Records, Yields Drop: North Carolina’s wheat crop jumped 20 percent from last year.  Growers in the state harvested all-time highs with more than 870,000 acres harvested and total production approaching 45,000,000 bushels produced. However the warm winter coupled with the early arrival of leaf and stripe rust impacted yield, which dropped more than 10 bushels per acre from last year’s average of 68 bushels per acre.
University NEWS

Dr. Richard Linton Named Dean of NCSU’s CALS: Richard Linton, a nationally recognized food-safety authority who serves as professor and chair of the department of food science and technology at The Ohio State University, has been named dean of North Carolina State University’s College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, effective Sept. 15. An expert in food microbiology and developing food-safety systems to reduce the risk of foodborne illness, Linton most recently chaired the largest food science and technology program in the country at Ohio State. Before that, Linton served as a professor of food science, center director, and unit leader at Purdue University.
USDA NEWS

Loans and Grants Available to Improve Housing for Farmworkers: USDA Rural Development is accepting pre-applications for loans and grants to build or rehabilitate rural rental housing for domestic farmworkers.  Through the Rural Housing Service, USDA plans to award loans and grants to increase the supply of available rental housing for domestic farm laborers. Groups eligible for the loans and grants include housing authorities, state and local governments, Indian tribes, non-profit organizations, and community- and faith-based groups. For additional information, see page 42258 of the July 18 Federal Register. The deadline for submitting pre-applications is September 17, 2012.
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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