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BASF Crop Protection helps farmers get the most out of every acre. As a leading producer of agricultural products, the BASF portfolio includes herbicides, fungicides, insecticides and seed treatment technologies that provide the optimal level of crop protection.  Our innovative products help growers maximize yields to help meet the food and fuel demands of a growing world population. At BASF Crop Protection, we invest more than $500 million globally each year in research and development. We are dedicated to discovering and developing new environmentally-sound agricultural products and technologies. In fact, we will introduce 33 new innovations within the next five years. Our vision is to be the world’s leading innovator, optimizing agricultural production, and improving nutrition, thus enhancing quality of life. We want what you want – healthier plants, higher yields and higher profit potential. Please visit agproducts.basf.us  for more information. 

Drought NEWS

Drought Stretches Across Two-Thirds of U.S.: Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack designated 76 additional counties in six states as primary natural disaster areas due to damage and losses caused by drought and excessive heat. During the 2012 crop year, the USDA has designated 1,369 counties across 31 states as disaster areas—1,234 due to drought. The additional counties recently designated are in the states of Indiana, Illinois, Kansas, Michigan, Nebraska and Wisconsin. The U.S. Drought Monitor currently reports that two-thirds of the continental United States is in a moderate to exceptional drought.  During the week ending July 22, the portion of the U.S. corn crop rated in very poor to poor condition climbed to 45 percent, according to USDA's National Agricultural Statistics Service. Soybeans rated very poor to poor rose to 35 percent. Such ratings for both commodities have increased for seven consecutive weeks. During the same period, from June 3 to July 22, the portion of the U.S. corn rated good to excellent fell from 72 to 26 percent. Soybeans rated good to excellent tumbled from 65 to 31 percent. The current corn and soybean ratings represent the lowest conditions at any time of year since 1988. At the same time, more than half—or 55 percent—of the nation's pastures and rangeland are rated in very poor or poor condition. 

N.C. Crops Feel the Heat:  While the drought is hitting the Midwest especially hard, crops in N.C. are showing signs of stress.  N.C. farmers have had to deal with problems from varying weather conditions that have plagued the state. The mild winter brought on insect problems earlier than normal, but planting weather was very nice.  And then an April cold snap caused frost damage.  Thankfully, counties in N.C. experiencing drought have dropped compared to last year, but rain in the state has been sporadic. Chatham, Durham, Franklin, Johnston, Lee, Orange, and Wake are experiencing moderate drought. Farmers, especially corn farmers, are irrigating crops, which is cutting into profits.  Tobacco, Rockingham County’s cash crop, is suffering from the heat, according to Will Strader, an extension service agent  in Rockingham and Caswell counties.  The high temps are blistering tomatoes in the field.  

Washington NEWS
House Approves Bill to Block Rules for Farm Youth: The U.S. House of Representatives approved bipartisan legislation, Preserving America’s Family Farms Act, that blocks federal agencies from enacting regulations that threaten the ability of farm youth to work on operations owned by their families and threatens youth project activities centered around the FFA and 4-H programs nationwide. The Labor Department withdrew its proposal in the spring after a coalition of ag and farm youth organizations opposed the new rule; however, this legislation was needed to ensure that the same rule, or a similar rule, won’t be attempted at a later date.  The bill was authored and introduced by Iowa Congressman Tom Latham.  The bill now awaits consideration by the U.S. Senate where a companion bill was introduced by South Dakota Sen. John Thune.
Subcommittee Approves Measure to Protect Farmers From Product Shortages Caused by EPA Regulations: The House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Energy and Power approved the draft of the “U.S. Agricultural Sector Relief Act.” The legislative proposal, relating to implementation of the Montreal Protocol, now moves to the full committee for consideration. The “U.S. Agricultural Sector Relief Act,” which passed by a vote of 15 to 6, directs the EPA to seek critical use exemptions under the Montreal Protocol treaty process to ensure the availability of the crop fumigant methyl bromide where no viable alternative is available. For decades, methyl bromide was widely used for cultivation of crops like strawberries, tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, and flowers, and at mills and food storage and processing facilities. Under the Montreal Protocol and Title VI of the Clean Air Act, the U.S. has phased out the use of methyl bromide except for critical uses and other exemptions. Since 2005, U.S. nominations for exemptions have declined by over 90 percent, but there is a significant concern in the agricultural sector about access to sufficient quantities and alternatives still needed to control pests and diseases. U.S. Rep. Renee Ellmers (N.C.-2) wrote a letter to Secretary of State Hillary Clinton asking the Department of State and the U.S. delegation to seek supplemental critical use exemptions (CUEs) at the upcoming “32nd Meeting of the Open-Ended Working Group of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol” on July 23-27, 2012 in Bangkok, Thailand and the Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol in Geneva, Switzerland on November 12-16, 2012.  The letter was signed by 19 other members of Congress including U.S. Rep. Walter Jones (N.C.-3). Click here to read the letter.
Ag Committee Holds Hearing on Egg-Laying Bill: The Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry held a legislative hearing on S. 3239, the "Egg Products Inspection Act Amendments of 2012" last week. The author of the legislation, Senator Dianne Feinstein testified, along with Mr. David Lathem, chairman of the United Egg Producers; Mr. Eric Benson, president of J.S. West and Companies; Mr. Greg Herbruck, executive vice president of Herbruck's Poultry Ranch; and Mr. Amon Baer, owner of Mendelson Egg Company. Click here to watch the webcast. 
Legislative NEWS

LaRoque Resigns: North Carolina Rep. Stephen LaRoque, District 10, will resign from the N.C. House effective Aug. 1.  The move comes after a federal indictment of his business activities and House Speaker Thom Tillis said a House committee would be investigating the charges as well.  LaRoque denied the charges in his resignation to Tillis and said that he didn’t want his presence at the Legislature to be politicized.  LaRoque lost his re-election bid in May.
Campaign NEWS

Write-In Candidate Wants on N.C. Ballot: Virgil Goode, former Virginia congressman, filed paperwork at the N.C. State Board of Elections as a write-in candidate for president. He was required to have 500 signatures to qualify. Goode has gotten enough signatures to get on the ballot in 17 states as the presidential nominee for the Constitution Party. Goode has served as a Democrat, Republican, and Independent in his 22 years in Congress. 

Environmental NEWS

EPA Announces Use Restrictions on Insecticide Chlorpyrifos: EPA is requiring significant reductions in application rates and mandatory buffers to protect bystanders who spend time next to sites where chlorpyrifos is applied.  Chlorpyrifos is used widely for controlling insects on food crops including fruits, nuts, vegetables, and grains, and on non-food sites such as golf course turf, industrial sites, greenhouses, nurseries, sod farms, and wood products.   To ensure timely implementation of the spray drift mitigation, EPA is taking steps to make sure that the new use restrictions appear on all chlorpyrifos agricultural product labels starting in late 2012.   EPA’s new mitigation measures also respond in part to a petition filed by the Natural Resources Defense Council and the Pesticide Action Network North America, which asked EPA to revoke all tolerances and cancel all registrations of chlorpyrifos.  In a partial response addressing the first six of ten petition claims, EPA has found that none of the six claims warrants revoking tolerances or canceling registrations for chlorpyrifos at this time. EPA is conducting assessments on the remaining claims. For more info, click here.
University NEWS

NCSU Turfgrass Field Day: Experts from North Carolina State University will discuss a range of topics related to growing and maintaining turfgrass Wednesday, Aug. 8, at the annual Turfgrass Field Day. The event will be held at N.C. State’s Lake Wheeler Road Turfgrass Research Lab just south of Raleigh.  There is a $30 attendance fee, which includes lunch. The fee rises to $35 after Aug. 3. More info is available at www.TurfFiles.ncsu.edu/FieldDay/.
Business NEWS
NCBiotech Launches Center to Commercialize New Crop: NCBiotech has established the Biotechnology Crops Commer-cialization Center, targeting potentially valuable crops to the state. The new Crops Commercialization Center’s initial focus will be to facilitate a startup project called the Swine Feed Project, aimed at reducing the import of swine feed from outside N.C. Overall, the state’s animal industry, including poultry as well as hogs, uses about 300 million bushels of grain per year. But N.C. farmers grow only about 80 million bushels a year. Through a grant-funded consortium for the project, the center is supporting research and a coordinated approach for N.C. farmers to grow grain sorghum – a corn-like feed grain not typically grown within the state. It’s starting with a $150,000 two-year grant from the Golden LEAF Foundation and $100,000 each from the North Carolina Pork Council and Warsaw, N.C.-based Murphy-Brown, LLC. The main limiter on grain production is the state’s sandy soils, which can’t hold the water needed for corn during dry years. But sorghum isn’t as thirsty as corn. Murphy-Brown has agreed to buy the sorghum harvested by local farmers. Also, after farmers harvest the sorghum in the fall, they can plant a second crop, such as wheat, to overwinter on the land and harvest in the spring. Alan Kriz, Ph.D., has joined NCBiotech’s AgBiotech Group as executive director of the Crops Commercialization Center.

Murphy-Brown Earns Environmental Management Award: Murphy-Brown, LLC, Smithfield Foods' livestock production subsidiary, has earned an environmental award from the parent company for its stellar performance in 2011. Murphy-Brown has earned the Zero Hero Award for its outstanding environmental management performance last year, which included managing more than 450 company-owned farms nationwide without experiencing a single environmental notice of violation (NOV).

NCDA NEWS
Sample Cotton Now: NCDA&CS is encouraging N.C. cotton growers to submit samples for plant tissue analysis as soon as possible to identify and resolve crop nutrient problems within a few short weeks.  For a fee of $7 per sample, growers can find out in two business days whether their crop needs an extra application of fertilizer and receive precise recommendations for meeting that need to head off possible yield loss. NCDA&CS regional agronomists are available to give advice on sampling technique, sample submission, interpreting reports and following recommendations. To identify the agronomist for your area, click here or call Kent Messick at 919-733-2655. Additional information on collecting and submitting cotton tissue samples is available online at www.ncagr.gov/agronomi/uyrplant.htm.
Commodity NEWS
Eggs Set, Chicks Placed Increase:  For the week ending July 21, more eggs were set and chicks placed than the same time last year for the first year-over-year increase in 14 months. Eggs set were slightly above the same week last year, hitting 195 million. The last time eggs set outnumbered the previous year was the week ending April 23, 2011 with 209.1 million eggs set in incubators.  Chicks placed hit 163 million, a slight increase over the same week last year. The last time chicks placed exceeded the year prior was the week ending May 28, 2011 with 172.8 million chicks placed for meat production. Cumulative placements dropped 3 percent to 4.76 billion for the period of Jan. 1, 2012 through July 21, 2012.
Taiwan Lifts Ractopamine Ban: Taiwan will now allow imports of U.S. beef containing trace amounts of ractopamine after the country’s legislature passed a bill lifting the restriction. Taiwan banned U.S. beef treated with the additive in 2011. The move may move along Trade and Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA) talks, which have been on hold since 2007 and are believed to be a step towards a full free-trade agreement between the U.S. and Taiwan.
USDA NEWS 
USDA Announces Sign-Up Date for Highly Erodible Land Initiative: The sign-up period for USDA’s Highly Erodible Land Initiative under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) began on July 23, 2012. The purpose of this initiative, announced by Secretary Vilsack in February, is to protect up to 750,000 acres of the nation’s most highly erodible croplands. Enrollment will continue until the 750,000 acre limit has been met. Producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office or visit FSA’s website at www.fsa.usda.gov/crp for additional information regarding CRP.
Mark Your Calendar
AgLeaders Conference: On Monday, August 20th, the NC Agribusiness Council will host its annual AgLeaders Conference & Candidates Forums.  For more information – Click Here.
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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