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Much has changed in the half-century since the inception of the North Carolina SweetPotato Commission. What began as a small organization with big ideas is now an industry leader with bigger ideas and more opportunities—yet always focused on the original, root purpose: to expand the industry and be the source for ideas, answers and solutions for those connected to it. Education, research, and technology continue to yield new heartier and healthier sweet potato varieties. The NCSPC pledges to continue to seek resources that will further research how the nutritive properties of sweet potatoes can best benefit human health and wellness; strive to serve as a model for environmental stewardship and will continue to collaborate with like-minded organizations to protect North Carolina’s natural resources. Increased marketing and promotion have literally exposed the nation and the world to the availability, versatility, ease of preparation, and nutrition of sweet potatoes. As a forward-thinking organization, NCSPC will continue to evaluate and embrace appropriate emerging technologies that will serve to enhance our communication and improve production practices and to pursue innovative ideas that better the interests of growers and consumers far into the future.

Weather & Drought NEWS

Drought Conditions Return to N.C.: Drought has returned to North Carolina for the first time in more than a month due to below normal rainfall and record-breaking temperatures. Conditions in 17 counties, including Mecklenburg and Wake, grew worse last week as moderate drought returned to parts of central and southwestern N.C.. It’s the first time since May 29 that any counties have experienced moderate drought, which is the least serious of the four drought categories. Thursday’s federal drought map shows that in addition to the 17 counties experiencing a moderate drought, 35 others are abnormally dry because drought conditions could return without adequate rainfall. The drought map can be seen at www.ncdrought.org.
Washington NEWS
Lucas and Peterson Release House Farm Bill Draft: Chairman Frank Lucas of Oklahoma and Ranking Member Collin Peterson of Minnesota released a discussion draft of the Federal Agriculture Reform and Risk Management Act (FARRM).  Thanks to the work of members of N.C.’s congressional delegation, peanut and pork priorities were included in the chairman’s mark of the House Farm Bill.  U.S. Rep. Mike McIntyre sent a letter in May requesting three items important to peanut growers be included in the bill.  Of those three items, two were included: the House draft included a reference price counter cyclical program option that is a top priority of peanut producers and included a necessary reform to the federal crop insurance policy for peanut growers by including an effective price tied to the Rotterdam internationally traded price for peanuts.  U.S. Reps. G.K. Butterfield (N.C.-1), Renee Ellmers (N.C.-2), Walter B. Jones (N.C.-3), Larry Kissell (N.C.-8), Mike McIntyre (N.C.-7), and Heath Shuler (N.C.-11) wrote to House ag leadership in June requesting five pork priorities be included in the bill.  Of the five, all five were included in the draft: the Livestock Gross Margin Insurance Program received $50 million in annual funding; the Pork Catastrophic Study was authorized; no cuts were made to EQIP; the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) was fully reauthorized; and the Regional Centers of Excellence were authorized. In addition, FAARM saves more than $35 billion in mandatory funding; FARRM repeals or consolidates more than 100 programs; FARRM eliminates direct payments, streamlines and reforms commodity policy that saves taxpayers more than $14 billion; FARRM consolidates 23 conservation programs into 13, which improves program delivery to producers and saves taxpayers more than $6 billion; FARRM provides regulatory relief, including H.R. 872, to mitigate burdens farmers, ranchers, and rural communities face. The House Agriculture Committee will consider the legislation during a business meeting scheduled for Wednesday, July 11.  The text of the bill can be found here.
Hagan Helps Pass Transportation Bill, Flood Insurance: U.S. Senator Kay R. Hagan (N.C.) voted to pass a long-term, bipartisan surface transportation bill that supports 27,600 jobs and allows $981.4 million worth of construction projects in N.C. to continue. "I am particularly pleased that the bill ensures North Carolina will get back no less than 95 percent of our payments to the highway trust fund. Under the previous law, North Carolina received less than 92 percent,” Hagan says. The bill also includes several programs Senator Hagan worked on that benefit N.C. including: funding for a pilot program that provides grants to help communities develop innovative transit projects that stimulate economic growth; funding for a new grant program to help states within the Appalachian region develop new public transportation projects; funding for a program that provides grants to help states build new ferries and ferry terminals. Hagan also helped the Senate pass a long-term reauthorization of the National Flood Insurance Program. The program was last reauthorized in 2004. That reauthorization expired in 2008, and since then the program has been extended through a series of short-term measures. 
NC Legislative NEWS

Veto Overrides: After Gov. Beverly Perdue vetoed the state budget and fracking bills passed by the state Legislature, Republicans convinced enough Democrats to switch sides and override the governor’s vetoes. Since the GOP claimed majority in both chambers in 2011, there have been 19 vetoes and 11 overrides so far.  The fracking victory was the result of one vote, cast accidentally by Democratic Rep. Becky Carney.  Carney pushed the wrong button, and Wake County Rep. Paul “Skip” Stam used a procedural move to prevent votes from being changed. Carney took responsibility for her mistake, but Democrats were quick to express their disappointment, calling Stam’s move an underhanded way to cinch the override.
Fuel & Energy NEWS

Duke, Progress Merger Complete, New President/CEO Announced: Duke Energy Corporation confirmed the closing of its previously announced merger with Progress Energy Inc., effective July 2, 2012.  The new company will be known as Duke Energy and will remain headquartered in Charlotte. Duke Energy also announced the newly constituted board of directors has appointed Jim Rogers as president and CEO of the combined company, effective immediately. Rogers will also maintain his responsibilities as chairman of the company’s board. Bill Johnson has resigned as president and CEO of the combined company, by mutual agreement. More than a year ago, the companies said that Johnson would be leading the merged companies.  N.C. Attorney General Roy Cooper has some concerns over the leadership change and has asked that board minutes and documents from the time the merger was announced be turned over.  Rogers will testify before the N.C. Utilities Commission next week to answer questions about the change.

Environmental NEWS

No Change to Greenhouse Gas Permitting Requirements: The U.S. EPA announced that it will not revise greenhouse gas (GHG) permitting thresholds under the Clean Air Act. Last week’s final rule is part of EPA’s phased-in approach to GHG permitting under the Clean Air Act, announced in 2010 and recently upheld by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit. The final rule maintains a focus on the nation’s largest emitters that account for nearly 70 percent of the total GHG pollution from stationary sources, while shielding smaller emitters from permitting requirements. EPA is also finalizing a provision that allows companies to set plant-wide emissions limits for GHGs, streamlining the permitting process, increasing flexibilities, and reducing permitting burdens on state and local authorities and large industrial emitters.  EPA believes that current conditions do not suggest that EPA should lower the permitting thresholds. Therefore, EPA will not include additional, smaller sources in the permitting program at this time. 
Commodity NEWS

Public Notice by NC Pork Council and the National Pork Board: The election of pork producer delegate candidates for the 2013 National Pork Producers (Pork Act) Delegate Body will take place at 1:00 p.m., Tuesday, August 7, 2012 in conjunction with a Board of Directors meeting of the NC Pork Council at the NC State University Club, 4200 Hillsborough Street, Raleigh. All N.C. pork producers are invited to attend.  Any producer, age 18 or older, who is a resident of the state and has paid all assessments due may be considered as a delegate candidate and/or participate in the election. All eligible producers are encouraged to bring with them a sales receipt proving that hogs were sold in their name and the checkoff deducted. For more information, contact the NC Pork Council, 2300 Rexwoods Drive, Suite 340, Raleigh, NC 27607, telephone 919-781-0361. 
Tobacco Storm Damage Graham Boyd, TGANC executive vice president, issued the following statement after last weekend’s storm:  “It is difficult to assess the full impact of this weekend’s severe weather at this time.  However, reports from dozens of growers I spoke with throughout the day and assessments provided to Dr. Loren Fisher from county agents suggest the most impact occurred from Edgecombe, northern Wilson, Nash, Martin, Pitt, Craven and Beaufort counties.  There are more isolated accounts in Person, Granville and Franklin.  It could be a safe assumption at this point that a few thousand acres were damaged by wind and hail to the extent that the crop is likely a complete loss.  Another 3000+ acres is believed to be quite compromised as growers work to mitigate the windblown stalks. All of this is on top of the tremendous heat that has affected every tobacco field.” Fisher suggests that growers contact their contracting company and let them know their tobacco was damaged by the storm and that they may need to apply MH to control suckers. Fisher adds, “This is especially true for MH free contracts, but is probably a good idea in general because MH may be going on earlier than normal and therefore possibly closer to a harvest than we might prefer.” TGANC President Brent Leggett is sending a note to all tobacco contract companies asking them to make official statements for the benefit of all growers regarding any flexibility or acceptable tolerance related to MH residues.

U.N. Body Approves Standard for Ractopamine: The Codex Alimentarius Commission, which was established by the U.N.’s Food and Agriculture Organization and its World Health Organization to promote food safety and fair practices in trade, recently adopted a science-based standard for ractopamine. It was the fifth time the U.N. body considered setting a maximum residue limit for ractopamine. Like all feed ingredients, ractopamine was evaluated and approved by the U.S. FDA and has been approved for use in 26 countries. A Codex panel of international scientists, three times has confirmed the safety of ractopamine. Despite those findings and the support of the U.S., Brazil, Canada, Costa Rica, Mexico, and countries in every part of the world outside of Europe, the standard again was opposed for non-scientific reasons outside the scope of the Codex by the European Union and Russia. The EU, China, Taiwan and Thailand currently ban imports of pork from pigs fed ractopamine. “U.S. pork producers are very disappointed with the continued opposition to ractopamine for reasons other than scientific ones from several countries, particularly Russia,” said NPPC President R.C. Hunt, a producer from Wilson. “That country is set to join the World Trade Organization this year, and the WTO requires member countries to abide by international trade standards. Given Russia’s intransigence on ractopamine, we’re concerned about its commitment to WTO principles.”
NCDA NEWS

N.C. Farm Families Encouraged to Apply for Century Farm Program: Eligible N.C. farmers are encouraged to apply for the Century Farm Family program membership soon if they want to be included in the printed 2012 Century Farm Directory. The deadline for inclusion is Aug. 1. For more info, click here or call NCDA&CS Public Affairs Division at 919-707-3001.
USDA NEWS

N.C. FSA Moves to Electronic Check Processing: USDA N.C. Farm Service Agency (FSA) State Executive Director Aaron Martin announced that FSA is moving towards an electronic method for processing check payments from customers. Using the electronic method, when a producer submits a paper check payment, either in person or through the mail, the check will be converted into an Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT).  According to Martin, the change will be implemented in a select number of counties throughout the state for 2012, but all counties will be transitioned by the end of 2013. 

CCC Lending Rates for July:  USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announced interest rates for July 2012. The CCC borrowing rate-based charge for July 2012 is 0.250 percent, up from 0.125 in June. For 1996 and subsequent crop year commodity and marketing assistance loans, the interest rate for loans disbursed during July 2012 is 1.250 percent, up from 1.125 in June. Interest rates for Farm Storage Facility Loans approved for July are as follows:1.125 percent with seven-year loan terms, down from 1.250 in June; 1.625 percent with 10-year loan terms, down from 1.875 in June and; 1.875 percent with 12-year loan terms, down from 2.125 percent in June. The maximum discount rate applicable for July for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 5 percent, unchanged from June. 
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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