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Our auction business was started in 1977. We conduct farm equipment, logging & industrial equipment, real estate, antique & cattle sales. E. B. Harris, owner/president, was raised on the family farm in Warren County. This farm has been in his family since 1916. The office for the auction business is also located at this farm. There were many family values passed on to him which are used in everyday life. Some of these are used in the auction business today. For example - (1) give a man a fair measure (2) look a person straight in the eye & give them a firm hand shake. When you employ E. B. Harris Inc./Auctioneers you are dealing with a company known for treating their customers, whether a seller or buyer, with these values. We are a name both buyer and seller can trust. If you are considering an auction or buying equipment, be sure to contact us for more information about our services. We always appreciate your business. E. B. Harris is a member of Auctioneers Association of North Carolina, N.C. Cattlemen's Association and National Cattlemen's Beef Association. For more information, about upcoming sales, Click Here.

Washington NEWS

Hagan Leads Bipartisan Request for Waiver from Corn-Ethanol Mandate:  U.S. Senators Kay Hagan (NC) and Saxby Chambliss (SC) led a bipartisan group of lawmakers on a letter that asks EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson to use the agency’s existing waiver authority to adjust the corn-ethanol mandate for the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS). A copy of the letter is available here.   Twenty four other Senators -- 12 Democrat and 12 Republican -- joined Hagan and Chambliss on the letter, including:  Senators Pryor (AR), Boozman (AR), Cardin (MD), Isakson (GA), Coons (DE), Hutchison (TX), Feinstein (CA), Sessions (AL), Carper (DE), Burr (NC), Mikulski (MD), Murkowski (AK), Webb (VA), Coburn (OK), Warner (VA), Graham (SC), Udall (NM), McCain (AZ), Landrieu (LA), Risch (ID),Shaheen (NH), Crapo (ID), Manchin (WV), and Wicker (MS).  “With record droughts across the United States causing corn supplies to shrink and prices to spike, an adjustment to the corn-ethanol mandate will provide relief from an emergency that is harming North Carolina's poultry and livestock producers and driving up food prices for consumers,” said Hagan.  

NCGA Statement on the Call for an RFS Waiver: National Corn Growers Association President Garry Niemeyer released the following statement in response to the drought and the call by some for the EPA to waive provisions of the Renewable Fuel Standard:  “NCGA stands firm in its support of the Renewable Fuel Standard and will strongly oppose legislation to alter or repeal the RFS. Likewise, we believe it is premature for a waiver of the RFS provisions at this point. With the crop still in the field, it is too early to determine this year’s final corn supply. In addition, the ethanol industry now has a significant surplus of ethanol and RFS credits that can greatly offset ethanol’s impact on the corn supply. However, we recognize the severe impact of the drought on our farmers and our customers. NCGA continues to encourage those seeking RFS legislation to, instead, work through the government’s existing RFS waiver petition process in the event they believe it has caused severe economic harm.”
FUELS Act Clears House of Representatives: The House of Representatives passed H.R. 3158, the Farmers Undertake Environmental Last Stewardship Act (FUELS Act), sponsored by Congressman Rick Crawford, (R-AR). The legislation will modify the EPA’s Oil Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasure (SPCC) rule. The bipartisan legislation will now move to the Senate. The EPA mandated Oil Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasure (SPCC) rule would require that oil storage facilities with a capacity of over 1,320 gallons make costly structural improvements to reduce the possibility of oil spills. The plan requires farmers to construct a containment facility, which must retain 110 percent of the fuel in the container. These mandated infrastructure improvements would add a tremendous financial burden on producers. The FUELS Act will modify the rules by raising the exemption levels to better reflect a producer’s spill risk and financial resources. The proposal would also place a greater degree of responsibility on the farmer or rancher to self-certify compliance if it exceeds the exemption level. 

Tolling on I-95: U.S. Rep. Mike McIntyre (NC-7) responds to the question “Where do you stand on tolling on I-95” in this episode of “Across the Desk from Mike”. Click here to view McIntyre’s response.
Weather & Drought NEWS
NOAA Updates Hurricane Outlook: NOAA’s updated 2012 Atlantic Hurricane Season Outlook indicates a high likelihood (85% chance) of a near- or above-normal season. The outlook calls for a 50% chance of a near-normal season, a 35% chance of an above normal season, and only a 15% chance of a below-normal season. NOAA estimate a 70% probability for each of the following ranges of activity for the entire 2012 Atlantic hurricane season: 12-17 named storms, (top winds of 39 mph or higher), including 5-8 hurricanes (top winds of 74 mph or higher), of which 2-3 are expected to become major hurricanes (Cat. 3-5, wind speeds at least 111 mph).  This updated outlook differs from the May outlook in that it calls for a higher likelihood of an above-normal season and a reduced chance for a below-normal season. Also, the predicted range of named storms has been shifted upward, and the range of hurricanes and major hurricanes has been narrowed. 

Campaign NEWS

Candidate Picked for District 12 House Seat: Lenoir County Commissioner George Graham will be running for the N.C. District 12 House seat, now open after the death of Rep. William Wainwright on July 17.  Wainwright held the seat since 1991. The District 12 Democratic executive committee chose Graham to run in the fall and had earlier tapped Barbara Lee to complete Wainwright’s term. Graham will face Republican Jim Dancy in the fall.
GOP Chooses McNeill to Replace Brubaker in N.C. House: Allen McNeill was chosen by local Republican leaders to complete the term of Rep. Harold Brubaker and run for N.C. House District 78 in the fall.  McNeill will face Democrat Gerald Parker.  Brubaker resigned last month and served in the House for 35 years.

Dalton, McCrory Agree to Debate: Gubernatorial candidates Walter Dalton and Pat McCrory will debate on Oct. 3 and 16 at 7 p.m. but will have to compete with debates between Barack Obama and Mitt Romney, which are scheduled the same nights at 9 p.m.  The televised gubernatorial debates will air on UNC-TV and last one hour. Industry officials thought they might attract a larger audience by holding the debates on the same night, but there is concern that the presidential debate will trump the gubernatorial debate. A recent poll by Public Policy Polling reported that McCrory, a Republican, maintains a seven point lead over Democrat Walter Dalton.  McCrory has stayed on top in all four polls conducted by the group since Dalton won his party’s nomination.  McCrory has a stronger GOP base, with the favor of 79 percent of Republicans as compared to 64 percent of Democrats favoring Dalton.  Plus, McCrory appeals to independent voters by a wide margin.

Immigration NEWS
Senate Votes to Extend E-Verify: The U.S. Senate gave unanimous approval to bipartisan legislation co-authored by Senator Chuck Grassley to extend the E-Verify program for three years.  “Extending the current program is very necessary until E-Verify is made a requirement for employers.  Programs like E-Verify safeguard opportunities for legal workers and recognize the value of legal immigrants to American society,” Grassley said. Grassley serves as Ranking Member of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary, which is responsible for immigration legislation.

Commodity NEWS

N.C. Tobacco Looking Good: North Carolina tobacco growers are reporting that crops are recovering from last year’s Hurricane Irene and the extreme heat in July.  USDA projected N.C.’s flue cured crop was in mostly fair to good condition.  Yield is expected at 2200 pounds per acre, an increase of 650 pounds over last year. Production is expected to increase 36 percent to 338 million pounds over last season. U.S. flue-cured production will hit 432 million pounds, a 25 percent increase over 2011. U.S. yield per acre is forecast at 2,173 pounds, 507 pounds more than last year. While most other burley-growing states are projected to see an increase in acreage, burley in N.C. is projected to drop 30 percent from last season to 1,600 acres.  

Corn Prices Spike: Affected by one of the worst droughts on record, U.S. corn growers are forecast to harvest 87.4 million acres in 2012, down 2 percent from June estimates, according to the Crop Production report released by USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service. Despite planting the largest number of acres to corn in the past 75 years, growers are forecast to produce 10.8 billion bushels in 2012, down 13 percent from 2011. Based on conditions as of August 1, corn yields are expected to average 123.4 bushels per acre, down 23.8 bushels from last year. The record average farm corn prices are forecast in a range of $7.50 to $8.90 per bushel, up sharply from the $5.40 to $6.40 per bushel projected in July. Soybean production is dropping 12 percent from 2011 to 2.69 billion bushels. Soybean yield is expected to average 36.1 bushels per acre, down 5.4 bushels from the 2011 crop.  The season-average soybean price is projected to jump to $15.00 to $17.00 per bushel, up $2.00 on both ends of the range.  Meal prices are expected to hit $460 to $490 per short ton.  Last month’s meal prices were $365 to $395. Wheat production remains largely unaffected by the drought and is forecast at 2.27 billion bushels, up 13 percent from 2011. Based on August 1 conditions, the yield for all wheat is forecast at 46.5 bushels per acre, up 0.9 bushel from last month, and up 2.8 bushels up from last year. The report also included the first indication for this year’s cotton production. Growers are forecast to produce 17.7 million 480-pound bales this growing season, up 13 percent from 2011. Producers expect to harvest 10.8 million acres of all cotton, up 14 percent from last year. This forecast includes 10.6 million acres of Upland cotton and 233,400 acres of Pima cotton.
Business NEWS 
Fabrics Manufacturer to Create 129 Jobs in Guilford County: Culp Inc., a manufacturer of mattress and upholstery fabrics, will expand its operations in Guilford County. The company plans to create 129 jobs and invest $450,000 over the next four years in Stokesdale. Culp currently employs more than 410 people at facilities in Guilford and Alamance counties. Culp expects the total investment could exceed $900,000 by the end of the project. Culp, headquartered in High Point, is a leading manufacturer of upholstery fabrics for furniture and mattress fabrics for bedding. The project was made possible in part by an $82,560 grant from the One North Carolina Fund.
NCDA NEWS

Food Safety Forum Will Focus on New Federal Produce-Safety Rules:  New federal rules governing produce safety will be among the topics at the eighth annual Commissioner’s Food Safety Forum on Tuesday, Aug. 28. Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler will host the event from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Expo Center at the State Fairgrounds. The event is open to farmers, food businesses, regulators, health professionals and others with an interest in food safety. Admission is free, and lunch will be provided. Even though admission to the forum is free, registration is encouraged. To register, go online to www.ncagr.gov/ncfoodsafetyforum or contact Chrissy Waggett at 919-707-3008 by Friday, Aug. 24.

USDA NEWS

N.C.  Famers Markets Make Top 10 in Country: USDA announced a 9.6 percent increase in National Farmers Market Directory listings.  The USDA's directory, a database published online at farmersmarkets.usda.gov, identifies 7,864 farmers markets operating throughout the United States.  The top states, in terms of the number of markets reported in the directory, include California (827 markets), New York (647 markets), Massachusetts (313 markets), Michigan (311 markets), Wisconsin (298 markets), Illinois (292 markets), Ohio (264 markets), Pennsylvania (254 markets), Virginia and Iowa (tied with 227 markets) and North Carolina (202 markets). Together they account for nearly half (49 percent) of the farmers markets listed in the 2012 directory. The Southeast (Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee) region saw an increase of 13.1 percent more markets.
No Marketing Quota for 2013 Upland Cotton Crop: The USDA announced that no marketing quota will be in effect for the 2013 upland cotton crop.

USDA Launches Cooperative Interstate Shipment Program: Ohio will be the first state to participate in USDA's Cooperative Interstate Shipment Program. Under the cooperative agreement, small, state-inspected businesses with 25 or fewer employees will be allowed to sell meat products across state lines. Meat products produced in selected establishments will be subject to the same regulatory sampling programs as those established in the Federal inspection program. State-inspected establishments interested in shipping interstate should contact their state's meat inspection program. In addition, USDA will shortly publish a directive detailing how states and small businesses can join the Cooperative Interstate Shipment Program. 
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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