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Carolina Farm Credit has more than $1.2 billion in loans outstanding to more than 8700 members and is controlled by a group of local directors who are also farmers. Carolina Farm Credit had 37 service centers serving 54 counties in Central and Western North Carolina. Carolina Farm Credit is part of the nationwide financial cooperative system created by Congress in 1916 to provide American Agriculture with a dependable source of credit. Carolina Farm Credit makes short, intermediate and long term loans to full and part time farmers for almost any farm or family need. Loans for homes, lots and home construction are also available. Like other financial institutions, Carolina Farm Credit charges a competitive interest rate; however, unlike other financial institutions, a majority of the profits are returned to the members in the form of a patronage refund, which reduces their effective rate. For more information or to apply for a loan online, visit our website at www.carolinafarmcredit.com. Or to learn more about Carolina Farm Credit, find us on Facebook.
Washington NEWS

Senators Want More Info on Ag Antibiotic Usage: GOP and Democratic senators wrote to FDA Commissioner Margaret Hamburg on the agency’s new draft guidance on antibiotic use in animal agriculture.  The 13 senators wrote, “We write to commend the FDA for releasing Guidance for Industry 209-which proposes voluntary reductions in the use of antibiotics in food animal production-and to urge you to further strengthen the document. However, because the Guidance documents allow for the continued use of antibiotics for "disease prevention," there is considerable ambiguity about the actual impact of this guidance. If broadly defined, "disease prevention" could allow the continued use of antibiotics in ways not consistent with the FDA's vision for "judicious use." This could include inappropriate and ineffective practices that merely mask underlying production problems such as poor hygiene or animal overcrowding.  We urge the agency to design a system with relevant agencies and stakeholders for gathering and analyzing necessary information to assess the effectiveness of the new policies.”  To read the full letter, click here.
Perdue, Other Governors, Ask EPA to Suspend RFS:  N.C. Governor Beverly Perdue wrote a letter to EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson requesting a suspension of the Renewable Fuels Standard.   Governors from Arkansas, Delaware, and Maryland recently wrote similar letters.  All four of the governors are Democrats, which may compel President Obama to decide on the issue before November. Swing states that grow corn for ethanol, like Iowa, Ohio, and Michigan, support the ethanol mandate.
Campaign NEWS
Third Gubernatorial Debate Scheduled: Republican Pat McCrory and Democrat Walter Dalton will debate on Oct. 24 at 7 p.m.  The debate will be televised and is being coordinated by N.C. Wesleyan College, the Rocky Mount Chamber of Commerce, and WRAL-TV.  The candidates already have debates scheduled for Oct. 3 and 16.  Barbara Howe, the Libertarian candidate, hasn’t been included in the debates.

Berger Announces Senate Campaign Committee: Senate President Pro Tempore Phil Berger (R-Rockingham) announced the North Carolina Republican Senate Caucus’ 2012 campaign leadership committee. Berger appointed the committee to help manage political and fundraising operations of the N.C. Republican Senate Caucus, which supports Republican Senate candidates statewide. The committee members include: Tom Apodaca (R-Henderson), Phil Berger (R-Rockingham), Harry Brown (R-Onslow), Pete Brunstetter (R-Winston-Salem), Rick Gunn (R-Alamance), Kathy Harrington (R-Gaston), Brent Jackson (R-Sampson), Buck Newton (R-Wilson), Bill Rabon (R-Brunswick), Bob Rucho (R-Mecklenburg), and Jerry Tillman (R-Randolph).The members are in districts that allow them to campaign and raise funds for candidates in more competitive races.
Romney Announces “Farmers and Ranchers for Romney” Coalition: Mitt Romney announced his Farmers and Ranchers for Romney coalition. “I’m honored to have so many farmers and ranchers standing with my campaign,” said Mitt Romney. “They are the backbone of America and play a critical role in ensuring Americans across the country have access to safe and affordable food.” Serving on the National Advisory Board from N.C. for the coalition include: N.C. Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler, former U.S. Senator Duncan Faircloth, chairman of the NC Republican Party and former U.S. Rep. Robin Hayes. The coalition includes more than 80 U.S. senators, representatives, and commissioners of agriculture.

Legislative NEWS
N.C. Rep. Brown Dies: North Carolina Rep. Larry Brown, R-Forsyth, died last week of unknown causes.  Brown was 69 years old and served four terms in the N.C. House representing District 73. Brown lost the GOP primary in May to Forsyth County commissioner Debra Conrad.  GOP leaders will pick someone to serve the rest of his term.
Immigration NEWS

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals: U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) announced that it will begin accepting requests, effective immediately, for consideration of deferred action for childhood arrivals. On June 15, Secretary of Homeland Security Janet Napolitano announced that certain people who came to the United States as children and meet other key guidelines may request, on a case-by-case basis, consideration of deferred action. Deferred action is a discretionary determination to defer removal action of an individual as an act of prosecutorial discretion. 
Business NEWS

N.C. Named “State of the Year” for Its Economic Development Efforts:  Southern Business & Development, a leading publication covering and promoting economic development in the American South, announced that North Carolina has been named the “2012 State of the Year.”  North Carolina is being honored as State of the Year based on its performance in 2011.  North Carolina also received this accolade in 2005 and 2006. Southern Business & Development ranks states based on each project announced with a minimum of 200 jobs and/or $30 million investment.  In 2011, North Carolina was successful in landing 89 projects that met or exceeded the publication’s threshold, more than any other state.  Noted for its diverse economy, North Carolina landed projects in nearly every industry sector, including furniture, data centers, headquarters, financial services, health care, food and beverage, pharmaceuticals, biotech, and automotive. In addition to the state’s top ranking, Charlotte was named the 2012 Major Market of the Year and Greensboro-High Point garnered the top spot in the Mid-Market category. 

N.C. Exports Up: N.C.’s export value increased 5% over last year to $14 billion for the first half of 2012 according to Washington-based International Trade Administration.  As for goods exported, chemicals, machinery, transportation equipment, computer and electronic products, and textiles topped the list. In dollar volume, exports to Saudi Arabia rose by 60 percent; Brazil, 37 percent; Mexico, 20 percent; Canada, 15 percent. 

Schletter to Create 305 Jobs in Cleveland County: Schletter, Inc., one of the largest designers and manufacturers of solar power mounting systems, will establish a production and distribution facility in Shelby. The site will also serve as the company’s U.S. corporate headquarters. The company plans to create 305 jobs in North Carolina by the end of 2016, and invest more than $27 million in its Cleveland County facility. The project was made possible in part by state grants from the Job Development Investment Grant and the One North Carolina Fund. 
Commodity NEWS

North Carolina Corn, Peanut, and Soybean Production Up: National Agricultural Statistics Service North Carolina Field Office along with NCDA&CS released N.C.’s August crop production report. Corn for grain yield is forecast at 114 bushels per acre, up 30 bushels from last year; production is forecast to total 88.9 million bushels, 30% more than last year; harvested acres are forecast at 780,000 acres, down 35,000 acres from 2011. Cotton yield is forecast at 837 pounds per acre, up 221 pounds from the 2011 yield of 616 pounds per acre; production is forecast at 950,000 bales, down 7% from last year’s production of 1,026,000 bales; harvested acres are expected to total 545,000 acres compared with 800,000 acres harvested in 2011. Peanut yield per acre is forecast at 3,700 pounds, up 100 pounds per acre from 2011; production is forecast at 384.8 million pounds, up 32% from last year’s production; harvested acres are projected at 104,000 acres, up 23,000 acres from 2011. Soybean yield is forecast to average 32 bushels per acre, up 2 bushels from last year’s yield of 30 bushels; production is forecast to total 52.2 million bushels, up 28% from last year; harvested acres are projected at 1.63 million acres, up 270,000 acres from 2011. Flue-cured tobacco yield per acre is forecast at 2,250 pounds, up 50 pounds from the July 1 estimate; production is forecast at 346.5 million pounds, 40% higher than the 248.0 million pounds produced in 2011; acres for harvest are estimated at 154,000, down 6,000 acres from last year. Winter wheat yield, at 59 bushels per acre, is up slightly from the July 1 forecast but down 9 bushels from last year’s record of 68; production is forecast at 45.4 million bushels, a 10% increase from 2011; harvested acres, at 770,000, are up 160,000 acres from 2011. The state received minimal precipitation in most areas during the month of July. Extremely high temperatures and dry conditions dried out soil moisture rapidly. As of July 29, topsoil moisture was rated at 7% very short, 18% short, 66% adequate, and 9% surplus.
Some N.C. Soybean Farmers Battling Earworms: Though corn earworns aren’t abundant in N.C. soybeans, some areas are overrun with the pests.  Soybean farmers in the coastal plain and Blacklands are dealing with high populations of corn earworms, and even various types of earworm, soybean looper, and beet armyworm are taking hold in the Blacklands.  Dominic Reisig, North Carolina extension entomologist, directs farmers to use the online threshold calculator.  He also stresses the importance of scouting soybeans already treated with insecticide but says to avoid pyrethroid alone for corn earworm.  Reisig says that Steward and Tracer are good options.  For more on insecticides, click here.

Record Set for U.S. Poultry Exports: U.S. poultry meat exports set year-on-year records at $427 million in value for the first half of 2012, and volume hit 323,034 tons. The USA Poultry & Egg Export Council reported that the highest export value ever recorded for the month of June occurred in June 2012. 
Turkey Placements Inch Up: As of Aug. 1, turkey eggs in incubators rose 1% to 28.7 million from a year ago.  USDA’s latest Turkey Hatchery report found that number dropped 4% to 29.8 million as of July 1. Poults hatched rose 3% to 25.6 million for July 2012 from last year.  That number was up 2% for June 2012 at 25.0 million. Net poults totaled 25.2 million, a 1% increase, for July 2012 and 24.9 million for June 2012, also a 1% increase.
Beef Ractopamine Standards to Take Effect Soon: By mid-September, new ractopamine regulations will be in effect for beef imports and origin labeling requirements for Taiwan. Taiwan announced the upcoming notice, which will cap the maximum residue limit for ractopamine at 10 parts per billion. The country is accepting public comments in the meantime, but an official with Taiwan’s Department of Health's Food and Drug Administration said there is little chance the standard will change.   Restaurants will be required to label the origin of the beef.  The new regulations are the result of trade talks with Washington. 
USDA NEWS  
N.C. Receives Funding for Biomass Project: Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that 106 projects in 29 states, Guam and Puerto Rico have been selected for funding to produce renewable energy and make energy efficiency improvements.  The funding is made available through USDA’S Rural Development’s Rural Energy for America Program (REAP). North Carolina-based RES Ag DM 4-3, LLC was awarded a $5 million loan guarantee to install a biomass system.
Value-Added Grants Available: USDA Rural Development is making up to $14 million in grants available for projects that help farmers and ranchers produce bio-based products from agricultural commodities. The grants, which are competitively awarded, are available for planning activities or for working capital expenses, but not for both. The maximum grant amount is $100,000 for planning grants and $300,000 for working capital grants. Generating new products, creating and expanding marketing opportunities, and increasing producer income are the goals of the Value Added Producer Grant program (VAPG) program. Applicants have until October 15, 2012 to apply. Businesses of all sizes are encouraged to apply, but priority will be given to operators of small and medium-sized farms or ranches that are structured as family farms, beginning farmers or ranchers, or those owned by socially-disadvantaged farmers or ranchers. For more info on how to apply, click here.
Mark Your Calendar

To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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