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Carolina Farm Credit has more than $1.2 billion in loans outstanding to more than 8700 members and is controlled by a group of local directors who are also farmers. Carolina Farm Credit had 37 service centers serving 54 counties in Central and Western North Carolina. Carolina Farm Credit is part of the nationwide financial cooperative system created by Congress in 1916 to provide American Agriculture with a dependable source of credit. Carolina Farm Credit makes short, intermediate and long term loans to full and part time farmers for almost any farm or family need. Loans for homes, lots and home construction are also available. Like other financial institutions, Carolina Farm Credit charges a competitive interest rate; however, unlike other financial institutions, a majority of the profits are returned to the members in the form of a patronage refund, which reduces their effective rate. For more information or to apply for a loan online, visit our website at www.carolinafarmcredit.com. Or to learn more about Carolina Farm Credit, find us on Facebook.
Washington NEWS
H.R. 6194 Protects Specialty Crop Growers From Unnecessary Regulatory Burdens: During The Ag Minute, guest host Rep. Jean Schmidt discusses the United States’ request for critical use exemptions (CUEs) that are being arbitrarily blocked by other countries in the Methyl Bromide Technical Options Committee (MBTOC). Methyl bromide has been an effective fumigant for specialty crop growers, however through the Montreal Protocol, availability and application has been dramatically reduced. H.R. 6194, the U.S. Agricultural Sector Relief Act, provides growers the best possible chance to have the alternatives they need. Click here to listen to The Ag Minute.
Immigration NEWS

Republicans Oppose Amnesty: The Republican immigration platform proposes nationwide verification of workers’ status and self-deportation.  During the debates in Tampa, Fla. Republicans opposed amnesty policies for illegal immigrants and supported strengthening the border.  This tough stance may prove problematic for Mitt Romney who has been trying to woe Hispanic voters.

People NEWS
NC Ports Gets New Executive Director: Thomas Bradshaw has been named executive director of the North Carolina State Ports Authority. He will assume that responsibility while continuing in his role as North Carolina’s Statewide Logistics Director.  This move is part of an ongoing effort to consolidate the states’ transportation assets under one umbrella and streamline their operations. The ports and the NC Global TransPark were brought under the Department of Transportation in 2011.  Bradshaw’s first action was to appoint Jeff Strader as deputy executive director. He will continue in the capacity of chief financial officer. Strader had served as interim executive director for the last eight months. In addition, Carl Stewart, Jr., the Ports Authority board chairman, resigned his position in July stating that it was time for new leadership in light of the recent consolidation.
Animal Activism NEWS

Food Companies Make Plans for Group Housing: Aramark, the largest U.S.-based foodservice company, announced its plans to eliminate all pork from animals bred using gestation stalls in the company’s U.S. supply chain by 2017. ARAMARK and HSUS have been collaborating to put in place a plan that would address gestation crate issues. In addition, Campbell Soup Co. will be requiring pork suppliers to move to group housing.  The company plans to have eliminated gestation stalls from its supply chain no later than 2022.  The company said it will give preference to suppliers that can document that they have sourced crate-free pork. 

Business NEWS
Foodservice Company Breaks Ground in Statesville: Pate Dawson, Co. broke ground on the company’s expansion of an existing building to create a food distribution center located at the Statesville Business Park.  The 63,000-square-foot building will be expanded to 105,000 square feet and will create 49 jobs. The regional distribution center is intended to serve the Charlotte area and western North Carolina.  Pate Dawson is based in Goldsboro and is one of the largest independent foodservice distributors in the Southeast. 

Cereal Company Adds 50 Jobs in Randolph County: MOM Brands (formerly Malt-O-Meal), the nation’s largest family-owned cereal company, has announced it is adding 50 new jobs to its Asheboro facility as the company completes its $140 million expansion there. Currently, the 33-acre Asheboro facility employs 200 people and is already one of the largest employers in Randolph County. The MOM Brands expansion has added more than 350,000 square feet of production space, doubling the size of the facility. 
Environmental NEWS

Mining and Energy Commission Members Named, Meeting Scheduled: The N.C. Department of Environment and Natural Resources has scheduled a September orientation meeting of the new Mining and Energy Commission, following commission appointments by the N.C. General Assembly and Gov. Bev Perdue. The meeting has been scheduled for 1-5 p.m. Sept. 6 in the Ground Floor Hearing Room of the Archdale Building, 512 North Salisbury St. in Raleigh.  The commission’s initial meeting agenda will cover topics including compliance with open meetings and public records law, state ethics requirements and the Mining and Energy Commission’s duties under the 2012 legislation creating the commission.  For a list of members and other information, go to http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/mining-and-energy-commission/home.

Largest West Nile Outbreak in U.S. History: The U.S. is experiencing one of the largest West Nile virus outbreaks in the U.S., but it’s still too early to tell how much worse it will get, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  Most infections are reported in August.  To date there have been four times as many cases reported as usual, with more than half occurring in Texas. In N.C., one man in Wayne Co. has died and another Forsyth Co. man is suspected as having died from the virus.
EPA Seeking Comments on Waivers of the RFS: EPA is seeking comment on letters requesting a waiver of the renewable fuel standard and matters relevant to EPA’s consideration of those requests. Governors of the states of Arkansas and North Carolina submitted separate requests for a waiver. Written comments must be received on or before 30 days after publication in the Federal Register. Submit your comments, identified by Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2012-0632, by one of the following methods: www.regulations.gov; E-mail: a-and-r-docket@epa.gov; Fax: (202) 566-1741; Mail: Air and Radiation Docket, Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2012-0632, Environmental Protection Agency, Mailcode: 6102T, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20460. For more information, click here.
Commodity NEWS

Target Spot in N.C. Cotton: The warm, humid weather has resulted in outbreaks of target spot (Corynespora cassicola) on cotton in eastern North Carolina and South Carolina.  Keith Edmisten, North Carolina Extension cotton specialist, said that it is not yet known how far the disease has spread or if there is any varietal resistance to Corynespora.  Click here for more information on leaf spot.
FDA Publishes Guidance for Producers on 2009 Egg Rule: This document provides guidance to egg producers and other persons who are covered by FDA’s final rule “Prevention of Salmonella Enteritidis in Shell Eggs During Production, Storage, and Transportation.” The guidance document responds to questions FDA has received on the final rule since its publication. This guidance document contains questions and answers relating to the requirements contained in 21 CFR Part 118, “Production, Storage, and Transportation of Shell Eggs,” including (1) compliance dates; (2) coverage; (3) definitions; (4) SE prevention measures; (5) sampling and testing for SE; (6) registration; and (7) enforcement and compliance. For more information, click here.
University NEWS

Peanut Field Day Set for Sept. 6: N.C. State University’s 60th Peanut Field Day will take place Sept. 6 at the Peanut Belt Research Station in Lewiston-Woodville, N.C. The event highlights the latest research into peanut breeding and variety development, disease and insect management, and agronomy. Registration begins at 8:45, with the program starting at 9. The N.C. Peanut Growers Association will hold its annual membership meeting during the field day. Events conclude following a 1 p.m. lunch.  The field day is sponsored by N.C. State’s N.C. Agricultural Research Service and N.C. Cooperative Extension Service, along with the NCDA&CS and the N.C. Peanut Growers Association.
NCSU’s ‘Pack ‘N Cool’ Provides Farmers With Mobile Refrigeration Solution: N.C. State University’s Plants for Human Health Institute (PHHI) has developed a new mobile cooling unit for farmers. The five-by-eight-feet refrigerated trailer – called the “Pack ‘N Cool” – is designed to keep fruits and vegetables at ideal temperatures during transport to and from farmers markets or as they’re harvested in farm fields. The unit combines the mobility of a cargo trailer with the refrigeration capabilities of a commercial cooler. The model unit cost around $3,400 to construct, including a new cargo trailer priced at $1,500 (a pre-owned trailer can reduce costs). Click here for construction guidelines, step-by-step photos and a sample budget. The Pack ‘N Cool will also be used as a training tool for N.C. State faculty and N.C. Cooperative Extension agents. The unit will be demonstrated at agricultural field days and events across the state.
NCDA NEWS

Farmers Should Have Corn Tested for Aflatoxin: Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler is encouraging farmers to have their corn tested for aflatoxin to prevent contamination of feeds and food.  “Another hot, humid summer means there is potential for aflatoxin in corn,” Troxler said.  Some farmers may need to have corn samples tested for crop insurance or quality assurance purposes. These samples must be submitted to a grain marketing location certified by the USDA. The tests cost $22.20 per sample. Farmers who grow or buy bulk corn to feed to their own animals can have it tested for free by the NCDA&CS’ Constable Laboratory, 4000 Reedy Creek Road in Raleigh. This laboratory is not on the Risk Management Agency’s approved testing facility list; therefore, results from this location will not be accepted for insurance claims. For more info on testing locations, click here.
USDA NEWS

Sampson County to Get Cellulosic Ethanol Refinery: U.S. Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced a loan guarantee to Chemtex International, Inc., (Chemtex), to construct a 20 million gallon per year cellulosic ethanol refinery in Sampson County. The project, a first-of-its-kind commercial facility in the mid-Atlantic region, will help reduce the nation's dependence on foreign oil, increase farm income, and create jobs in the region. The Chemtex facility is expected to create 65 full-time jobs with estimated average salaries of more than $48,000 per year. Once operational, the facility is expected to convert 600,000 tons of energy grasses per year into an estimated 20 million gallons of cellulosic ethanol (advanced biofuel) using a proprietary enzymatic hydrolysis process. Chemtex is working with local farmers and producer organizations to begin growing energy grasses for the facility. About 30,000 acres will be required to supply the facility with sufficient feedstock. In June of this year, Chemtex was awarded $3.9 million by the USDA to support the establishment of over 4,000 acres of miscanthus and switchgrass across eleven counties in North Carolina. The feedstock will be part of the biomass supply for Chemtex's facility. The net increased revenue to local growers is projected to be $4.5 million per year.

USDA Implements Mandatory Wholesale Pork Reporting Program: The USDA has announced the final rule that implements mandatory wholesale pork reporting, as required by the Mandatory Price Reporting Act of 2010 (Act).  The final rule outlines what information packers will be required to submit to the USDA Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS), how the information should be submitted, and other program requirements. The rule requires packers to submit the price of each sale, quantity, and other characteristics (e.g., type of sale, item description, destination) that AMS will use to produce market reports that will be disseminated to the public. Notice of the final rule will be published in the August 22, 2012 Federal Register. The program will be effective on January 7, 2013. As soon as practical after the final rule has been published, AMS will hold a training session to assist packers in meeting the requirements of the mandatory pork reporting program. For further information contact Michael Lynch, Director; USDA, AMS, LS, LGMN Division; 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Room 2619-S; Washington, D.C. 20250; telephone number (202) 720-6231; fax (202) 690-3732; or at Michael.Lynch@ams.usda.gov. 
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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