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Much has changed in the half-century since the inception of the North Carolina SweetPotato Commission. What began as a small organization with big ideas is now an industry leader with bigger ideas and more opportunities—yet always focused on the original, root purpose: to expand the industry and be the source for ideas, answers and solutions for those connected to it. Education, research, and technology continue to yield new heartier and healthier sweet potato varieties. The NCSPC pledges to continue to seek resources that will further research how the nutritive properties of sweet potatoes can best benefit human health and wellness; strive to serve as a model for environmental stewardship and will continue to collaborate with like-minded organizations to protect North Carolina’s natural resources. Increased marketing and promotion have literally exposed the nation and the world to the availability, versatility, ease of preparation, and nutrition of sweet potatoes. As a forward-thinking organization, NCSPC will continue to evaluate and embrace appropriate emerging technologies that will serve to enhance our communication and improve production practices and to pursue innovative ideas that better the interests of growers and consumers far into the future.

Weather & Drought NEWS

Coastal Counties in Moderate Drought: Brunswick and New Hanover counties are in a moderate drought according to the N.C. Drought Management Advisory Council. For now, farmers say that they aren’t experiencing many problems. The lack of rain since Tropical Depression Beryl hit N.C. in June pushed the counties into the moderate drought category. Around the rest of the state, two dozen counties are experiencing abnormally dry conditions.

Drought Expands; New Assistance Announced: Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced two new pieces of disaster assistance for farmers and ranchers impacted by the nation's worsening drought. First, USDA is expanding emergency haying and grazing on approximately 3.8 million acres of conservation land. Second, crop insurance companies have agreed to provide a short grace period for farmers on insurance premiums in 2012. As a result, farming families now have an extra 30 days to make payments without incurring interest penalties on unpaid premiums. Also, Vilsack signed disaster designations for an additional 218 counties in 12 states as primary natural disaster areas. Counties most recently designated are in Arkansas, Georgia, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Mississippi, Nebraska, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Tennessee, and Wyoming. More than half of all counties in the U.S. have been designated disaster areas in 2012, mainly due to drought. The U.S. Drought Monitor indicates that 66% of the nation's hay acreage is in an area experiencing drought, while approximately 73% of the nation's cattle acreage is in an area experiencing drought. During the week ending July 29, USDA's National Agricultural Statistics Service reported that U.S. soybeans rated 37 % very poor to poor, matching the lowest conditions observed during the drought of 1988. NASS also reported that 48 % of the U.S. corn crop was rated very poor to poor, while 57 % of the nation's pastures and rangeland are rated very poor or poor condition.

Washington NEWS

House Passes Ag Disaster Act: The House passed H.R. 6233, the Agricultural Disaster Assistance Act of 2012 with a vote of 223-197. The bill would extend the disaster programs that expired at the end of last year to cover the current crop year.  Specifically, the bill would reauthorize the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP), the Livestock Forage Program (LFP), the Emergency Livestock Assistance Program (ELAP) and the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) for the current year to assist producers demonstrating significant losses from disaster. The additional spending from the disaster package is paid for by imposing caps on two conservation programs. The Senate won’t take action on the bill until after Congress returns after Labor Day. Many in the House and Senate are unhappy that the House leadership did not take up the Farm Bill before the recess, which already passed the Senate. The  NC congressional delegation voting YES on H.R. 6233 include: Howard Coble (R) yes; Renee Ellmers (R) yes; Larry Kissell (D) yes; Patrick McHenry (R) yes; Mike McIntyre(D) yes; Sue Myrick (R) yes; Heath Shuler (D) yes.  The NO votes include: G.K. Butterfield (D) no; Virginia Foxx (R) no; Walter B. Jones (R) no; Brad Miller (D) no; David Price (D) no; Mel Watt (D) no.

Title: House Votes to Extend Estate Tax Relief Through 2013: The U.S. House voted to extend the current tax code for another year. This includes keeping the estate tax, known as the death tax, at its current level of 35 percent for estates worth more than $5 million per individual and $10 million per couple. If Congress fails to act by the end of 2012, the death tax will revert to a $1 million exemption level at a 55 percent tax rate. The House-passed tax package also provides a two-year "patch" to prevent the alternative minimum tax (AMT) from hitting 27 million taxpayers and allows small businesses to deduct an increased amount of their capital expenditures for another year. The NC congressional delegation voting YES include: Howard Coble (R) yes; Renee Ellmers (R) yes; Virginia Foxx (R) yes; Walter B. Jones (R) yes; Larry Kissell (D) yes; Patrick McHenry (R) yes; Mike McIntyre(D) yes; Sue Myrick (R) yes. The NO votes include: G.K. Butterfield (D) no; Brad Miller (D) no; David Price (D) no; Heath Shuler (D) no; Mel Watt (D) no.

McIntyre Leads Effort to Stop Corn Ethanol Mandate: U.S. Congressman Mike McIntyre (N.C.-7), a senior member of the House Agriculture Committee, is leading an effort to help N.C. farmers by urging a stop to the corn ethanol mandate, which has spiked the price of corn and led to a rise in input costs for livestock producers, particularly pork and poultry growers. With nearly 90% of the United States' corn crop planted in areas affected by drought, and approximately 40% of the crop planted in the hardest hit spots, agricultural and food industry businesses are bracing for an all-time high in corn prices. McIntyre is a lead signatory of a bipartisan letter to the administrator of the EPA calling for a waiver to the Renewable Fuel Standard. Over 150 Members of Congress have joined him on the letter – Click Here to see letter. NC Congressional Members signing onto the letter include: Howard Coble (R); Renee Ellmers (R); Virginia Foxx (R); Walter B. Jones (R); Larry Kissell (D); Patrick McHenry (R); Mike McIntyre (D); Sue Myrick (R); G.K. Butterfield (D); Brad Miller (D); David Price (D).
House Approves Tax Code Act: The House approved H.R. 6169, the Pathway to Job Creation through a Simpler, Fairer Tax Code Act of 2012, by a vote of 232-189.  H.R. 6169 would provide an expedited pathway to pro-growth tax reform in 2013.  The bill would require the House and Senate to consider tax reform legislation according to an expedited timeline. Under the bill, expedited procedures would be applied to a tax reform bill containing principles included in the last two House-passed budgets: (1) consolidation of the current individual income tax brackets into not more than two brackets and a top rate of not more than 25 percent; (2) reduction in the corporate tax rate to not more than 25 percent; (3) repeal of the Alternative Minimum Tax; (4) broadening of the tax base to maintain revenue between 18 and 19 percent of the economy; and (5) change from a ''worldwide'' to a ''territorial'' system of taxation.  The NC congressional delegation voting YES include:  Howard Coble (R) yes; Renee Ellmers (R) yes; Virginia Foxx (R) yes; Patrick McHenry (R) yes; Sue Myrick (R) yes. The NO votes include: G.K. Butterfield (D) no; Walter B. Jones (R) no; Larry Kissell (D) no; Mike McIntyre(D) no; Brad Miller (D) no; David Price (D) no; Heath Shuler (D) no; Mel Watt (D) no.

Business NEWS

Judge Says Lawsuit Against FDA Tobacco Panel Can Advance:  FDA filed a motion to dismiss a lawsuit brought by Lorillard Inc. and R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. against the FDA.  U.S. District Court Judge Richard Leon denied the FDA’s motion. The lawsuit, filed last year, alleges a conflict of interest by members of the Tobacco Products Scientific Advisory Committee.  The committee advises the FDA on tobacco-related issues. The FDA often follows the committee’s recommendations though it is not bound to do so. The tobacco companies say that members of the committee have a financial conflict of interest and bias.

People NEWS

Blake Named 2012 N.C. Sunbelt Farmer of the Year: Gary Blake of North Wilkesboro, N.C. has been selected as the N.C. winner of the Swisher Sweets/Sunbelt Expo Southeastern Farmer of the Year award. Blake now joins nine other state winners from the Southeast as finalists for the award. The overall winner will be announced on Tuesday, Oct. 16 at the Sunbelt Ag Expo farm show in Moultrie, Ga. The Blake family derives most of their income from raising broiler and pullet chickens. They also raise beef cattle, timber, tobacco, soybeans, field corn, sweet corn, and other vegetable crops. 

Gov. Perdue Appoints Meyer to District Court Bench: Gov. Bev Perdue has appointed Louis B. Meyer, III to the District Court bench for the Tenth Judicial District, which covers Wake County.  He will fill the vacancy created by the resignation of Judge Kristin Ruth. Meyer has practiced law for 27 years in Wake County.  
Commodity NEWS

Apple Crop Worst in Decades: The biggest apple-producing county in N.C. is losing nearly 85% of its crop.  Henderson County apple orchards got hit with a cold snap in the spring after the mild winter pushed most trees into early bloom. Then two hail storms devastated what was left.  What’s worse is that apple prices have risen to historic levels, nearly double what growers usually get, due to adverse weather in big apple-producing states.  Typically, apples generate around $24 million annually for the county.  Marvin Owings, director of the Henderson County office of the N.C. Cooperative Extension Service, estimated that this year’s crop is the worst the county has seen since 1955. Owings said that 15 percent yield for the county is pretty accurate.  However, he is hesitant to estimate the lost revenue since high prices may allow many to recover some of their losses.  

N.C. Cantaloupes Recalled: Burch Equipment, N.C., is correcting the variety of cantaloupe involved in recalls initiated on July 28 and August 2, 2012.  Previous announcements incorrectly identified the cantaloupes as being the Athena variety.  The cantaloupes affected by the recall are the Caribbean Gold variety.  Athena cantaloupes are not subject to the recall.  The firm voluntarily recalled 580 cases of cantaloupes on July 28, and voluntarily recalled an additional 13,888 cases of cantaloupes (9 cantaloupes per case) and 581 bins of cantaloupes (110 cantaloupes per bin) on August 2, due to the potential for being contaminated with Listeria monocytogenes. Melons affected by this recall total 188,902. The whole Caribbean Gold variety cantaloupes were shipped between July 15th and July 27th and distributed in FL, GA, IL, MD, ME, NC, NJ, NY, PA, SC and VA.  

Mexico Will Not Impose Antidumping Duties on U.S. Chicken: The Mexican government has announced that it will not impose antidumping duties on imports of U.S. chicken leg quarters in the immediate term because of the negative impact that such duties could have on the economy and on food prices for Mexican consumers. A final determination by the Mexican Unit of Foreign Trade Practices of the antidumping investigation will be published early next week in which the Mexican government will conclude that dumping had occurred, but the government will take no current action to impose punitive duties on U.S. imports. The Mexican Foreign Trade Commission, however, has intervened and announced its intention to waive dumping duties on imports of U.S. chicken leg quarters into Mexico, meaning trade will not be interrupted at this time.
NCDA NEWS

Workshop Focuses on Food Recalls: The NCDA&CS and the N.C. Food Safety and Defense Task Force will host a workshop Sept. 19 in Raleigh on preventing and managing food recalls. The event is tailored for home-based food businesses, shared-use kitchens, food and meat processing facilities and co-packers. The cost for the workshop is $20. The deadline for registration is Sept. 12. For more information or to register, go to www.ncagr.gov/markets/agribiz, or call Annette Dunlap at 919-707-3117.
USDA NEWS

N.C. Receives Funding for Rural Growth: The Obama Administration announced the winners of the multi-agency Rural Jobs and Innovation Accelerator Challenge to spur job creation and economic growth in rural regions across the country. Economic development partnerships and initiatives in Alaska, Arkansas, Connecticut, Illinois, Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, New Hampshire, North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia and West Virginia will receive awards ranging from nearly $200,000 to over $1 million. In North Carolina, the following project received funding: WNC AgriVentures -- Cultivating Jobs and Innovation Project, $815,000.
Mark Your Calendar
AgLeaders Conference: On Monday, August 20th, the NC Agribusiness Council will host its annual AgLeaders Conference & Candidates Forums.  For more information – Click Here.
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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