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Perdue Incorporated is a leading international food and agriculture business, providing quality products and services to retail, foodservice and agricultural customers around the globe. Perdue is privately held and family-owned and operated. The PERDUE® brand is the number-one-selling brand of fresh chicken in the Eastern U.S. With sales in excess of $3.4 billion, Perdue ranks as the third largest poultry company in the U.S. 
Washington NEWS
N.C. Delegation Urges EU to Reconsider Tobacco Ingredients Ban: The NC Congressional Delegation has joined together to oppose the international guidelines for product regulation being proposed pursuant to the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC).  The draft guidelines would eliminate the entire category of traditional American blend cigarettes that contain burley and flue-cured tobacco. NC senators and congressmen wrote letters to Karel de Gucht, EU Commissioner for Trade; David O’Sullivan, EU Directorate-General for Trade; Dacian Ciolos, EU Commissioner for Agriculture & Rural Development; Dr. Jean-Luc Demarty, EU Directorate-General for Agriculture & Rural Development;  Jesus Zorrilla, EU Head of Unit C.3: Wine, alcohol, tobacco, seeds and hops, Directorate C: Economics of agricultural markets, Directorate-General for Agriculture & Rural Development; and Antonio Tajani, EU Commissioner for Industry & Entrepreneurship.  The legislators described the effect such guidelines would have on N.C.’s rural communities, saying “the FCTC Articles 9&10 draft guidelines, if enacted, could result in a significant reduction in the use of burley and flue-cured tobacco, thereby striking an economic blow to farm communities in the U.S.”  The N.C. delegation urges those involved to recognize the distinction between characterizing and non-characterizing flavors in tobacco products.  Senators Richard Burr, Kay Hagan, Congressmen G.K. Butterfield, Howard Coble, Bob Etheridge, Virginia Foxx, Larry Kissell, Walter Jones, Patrick McHenry, Mike McIntyre, Brad Miller, Sue Myrick, David Price, Heath Shuler, and Mel Watt signed the letter.  
Burr Could Move Up on Energy Committee:  N.C.’s Sen. Richard Burr is in line to become the ranking Republican on the Senate Energy and natural resources Committee since Alaska’s Republican Sen. Lisa Murkowski lost her primary this week to Tea Party candidate Joe Miller.   And should Republicans win control of the Senate, Burr could become committee chairman if he defeats his challenger Elaine Marshall in the November election.
Campaign NEWS
Voters Seem to Be Favoring Republicans:  Republicans are favored over Democrats in the race for the state legislature, according to a recent poll.  When asked which party they’d vote for if the election were held today, 49 percent said they’d vote Republican, 41 percent would vote for Democrats, and 10 percent were unsure.  Percentages were slightly different on a generic ballot for Congress with 40 percent choosing Republicans and 41 percent choosing Democrats. The poll was conducted by liberal leaning Public Policy Polling on Aug. 27-29 and had a margin of error of 3.6 % points.

Burr Leads Among Unaffiliated Voters: A new poll by the conservative Civitas Institute found that Republican Sen. Richard Burr is leading his Democratic Challenger Elaine Marshall by 39-percent to 32-percent among unaffiliated voters.  Of independent voters, seven percent would vote for Libertarian candidate Michael Beitler, with 21 percent undecided.  Burr’s favorability rating among unaffiliated voters was 37 percent, with 31 percent holding an unfavorable opinion of him and 31 percent either having no opinion or not having heard of him.  Of unaffiliated voters, 23 percent held a favorable opinion of Marshall, 17 percent held an unfavorable opinion, and 60 percent had no opinion or hadn’t heard of her.  The poll was conducted August 16-18 and had a margin of error of plus or minus 4.9 percentage points.

N.C. Appeals Seat Draws 13 Candidates:  A crowded field for the N.C. Court of Appeals seat vacated by Judge Jim Wynn will result in an instant runoff on Nov. 2.  Thirteen candidates filed for the seat.  An instant runoff has never been used in N.C. before and can be confusing because voters have to rank their top three candidates.  Cressie Thigpen, currently occupying Wynn’s seat for the rest of the year; former Court of Appeals Judge Doug McCullough; former state Labor Commissioner Harry Payne; Superior Court Judge Mark Klass; John Bloss and Stan Hammer of Greensboro; Daniel Garner of Wake Forest; Wesley Casteen of Wilmington; and Chris Dillon, Anne Middleton, John Sullivan and Pamela Vesper of Raleigh are running for the seat.
Commodity NEWS

N.C.’s Bollworm Moths High: Farmers need to keep scouting cotton fields according to NCSU Extension entomologist Jack Bacheler.  He notes that N.C. is experiencing a high third generation bollworm flight.  A trap in Scotland County had a two-night catch of over 1,100 bollworms.  More info can be found at ipm.ncsu.edu/getsubs2.cfm?TopicID=12.
People NEWS

NCSU Names First Murdock Professor: Dr. Mary Ann Lila, Director of NCSU’s Plants for Human Health Institute on the North Carolina Research Campus in Kannapolis, has been named the first David H. Murdock Distinguished Professor. Lila, who was named to direct the institute in 2008, is an internationally known scientist. Her research focuses on three areas: studying health-enhancing compounds in blueberries and other berries, isolating phytochemicals that counteract malaria, and working with scientists and students from around the world to explore natural products for biomedical use. Three Murdock professorships were created with a $2 million gift to N.C. State from David Murdock, owner of Dole Foods and other businesses. Murdock’s gift was matched with $1 million from the NC Distinguished Professors Endowment Trust Fund, and the $3 million total used to create endowments that fund the three professorships.
Business NEWS

Rural Center Announces $5 Million in Grants: The N.C. Rural Economic Development Center has awarded 67 grants totaling $5.2 million to create jobs and address clean water needs throughout North Carolina. The grants will assist communities in 46 rural counties and create 375 jobs. The center’s board of directors approved the grants Aug. 25. The grants were made possible by appropriations of the N.C. General Assembly. Twenty-two grants, totaling $3.3 million, will assist projects that enable the location or expansion of 32 businesses. In addition to creating 375 jobs, the projects will leverage nearly $17 million in other public and private investments.  For a complete list of recipients, go to www.ncruralcenter.org. 

New Furniture Plant in High Point:  A Canadian-based furniture manufacturer plans to build a 53,000-square-foot manufacturing and corporate facility in High Point.   NLnovalink purchased a 5.6-acre site in the Mendenhall Business Park and plans employ 75 people.  

Applications for Cost-Share Program Available: NC MarketReady is a cost-share program for agricultural producers to help them better prepare proposals for a USDA-Rural Development grant for value-added agricultural products.  Complementing this program is a cost-share program for producers that helps them purchase equipment to produce value-added products on their farms.  The program is now offering a cost-share to agricultural processors for purchase of equipment to produce value-added products.  The processors must purchase at least 50% of their agricultural inputs from NC.  The cost-share is up to $50,000 for equipment.  More info and an application can be found at www.ncmarketready.org/cost-share/NCVACS-Home.php.  Applications may be submitted anytime until Dec. 31. 
Butterball Plant Damaged by Fire:  Beginning Monday, workers at Butterball’s Kinston, N.C. turkey processing plant will be temporarily moved to the company’s Mount Olive plant.  A fire last Monday at the Kinston plant caused extensive damage but fortunately no one was injured.  The company hasn’t yet determined the cause or whether the plant will return to operation or if operations will be permanently relocated to a nearby building.
USDA NEWS  
Tobacco Crop Insurance Provisions: The Risk Management Agency (RMA) released new Tobacco Crop Provisions effective for the 2010 crop year. Approved Insurance Providers (AIP’s) and others have requested RMA to confirm certain policy provisions and loss adjustment procedures to be used for administering the tobacco crop insurance program.  Details can be found at www.rma.usda.gov/bulletins/pm/2010/10-041.pdf.
Farm Exports, Rural Economy Strong:  Recent USDA reports indicate rural economies are strengthening and agricultural exports are growing.  Ag Secretay Tom Vilsack said, “After declining more than 20 percent in 2009, all three measures of farm sector earnings experienced a rapid rebound and are forecast to rise in 2010: net cash income is expected to rise more than 23 percent to $85.3 billion – the second highest on record and above its previous 10-year average; net farm income has rebounded, up 24 percent from 2009, when demand for agricultural products fell worldwide due to the global recession; net value added, at $127.3 billion, is expected to be up $15.2 billion from 2009, and remain 17.7 percent above its 10-year average.  Other indicators also point to a sustainable recovery: farm asset values are projected to increase by 2.5 percent in 2010, as are equity values.  And average farm family household income is projected to reach more than $81,000 in 2010 – up 5.8 percent from 2009.”  USDA raised its forecast for agricultural exports for Fiscal Year 2010 to $107.5 billion – the second highest year on record and a $3 billion increase from the May forecast, and an $11 billion increase over last year.  “Agriculture is one of the only major sectors of the American economy with a trade surplus – expected to be $30.5 billion this year,” Vilsack adds. 
Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates for September: The CCC borrowing rate-based charge for September 2010 is 0.250 percent, unchanged from August 2010. For 1996 and subsequent crop year commodity and marketing assistance loans, the interest rate for loans disbursed during September 2010 is 1.250 percent, unchanged from 1.250 in August 2010.  Interest rates for Farm Storage Facility Loans approved for September 2010 are as follows, 2.250 percent with seven-year loan terms, down from 2.500 in August 2010, 2.875 percent with 10-year loan terms, down from 3.000 in August 2010, and 3.125 percent with 12-year loan terms, down from 3.375 percent in August 2010. The maximum discount rate applicable for September 2010 for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 5 percent, unchanged from August 2010.
NCDA NEWS

Troxler Recommends Producers Confirm Wheat Seed Supplies:  Wheat seed will likely be in high demand this year, and Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler recommends that producers ensure their wheat seed supplies are secured before initiating any contracts for the sale of new crop wheat. “The current high prices for wheat mean a larger number of producers will likely be looking to grow this crop, and the increased demand may place a strain on wheat seed supplies,” Troxler said. While the availability of wheat seed is not fully known, last year’s reduced wheat acreage, along with less-than-ideal environmental conditions, have contributed to an overall shortage.

NCDA&CS Farm to School Program Kicks Off:  The first deliveries of NC produce will soon hit cafeterias in 55 school systems as part of the NCDA&CS Farm to School Program. Participating school systems placed orders for locally grown watermelons, cantaloupes, grape tomatoes, tomatoes and four varieties of apples. Deliveries will be made Aug. 30 and Sept. 12. “We have seen steady growth in the Farm to School Program since it started 13 years ago, and this year is no different,” said Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler. “Orders were up for each of the produce items offered, plus 12 more school systems are purchasing these start-of-school commodities.”
Ag in NC Featured on UNC-TV: The second episode in a two-part series looking at North Carolina agriculture’s transition from primarily tobacco production to a more diverse commodity base aired on UNC-TV Friday, Sept. 3 at 9:30 p.m. North Carolina Farm Fresh: Fall Harvest  highlighted the role farmers markets, community-supported agriculture programs, agritourism, roadside stands, and pick-your-own farms are playing in the state’s new agricultural economy. The series is a cooperative project between UNC-TV and the NCDA&CS, with funding by the N.C. Tobacco Trust Fund.
Mark Your Calendar

The N.C. Sustainable Local Food Advisory Council will meet on Thursday, Sept. 9 from 2 – 5 p.m. at the Mountain Horticultural Crops Research Station, 74 Research Drive, Mills River.  The Council will hear updates from its subcommittees, presentations on several food-related topics, and input from a regional local food council. The meeting is open to the public. (Note: Subcommittees will meet at noon) For more information, go to www.ncagr.gov/localfood.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 158th Annual Peanut Field Day will be held September 9 at the Peanut Belt Research Station Lewiston-Woodville, N.C.  For more information call 252- 459-5060 or email sutter@aboutpeanuts.com. 
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