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BASF Crop Protection helps farmers get the most out of every acre. As a leading producer of agricultural products, the BASF portfolio includes herbicides, fungicides, insecticides and seed treatment technologies that provide the optimal level of crop protection.  Our innovative products help growers maximize yields to help meet the food and fuel demands of a growing world population. At BASF Crop Protection, we invest more than $500 million globally each year in research and development. We are dedicated to discovering and developing new environmentally-sound agricultural products and technologies. In fact, we will introduce 33 new innovations within the next five years. Our vision is to be the world’s leading innovator, optimizing agricultural production, and improving nutrition, thus enhancing quality of life. We want what you want – healthier plants, higher yields and higher profit potential. Please visit agproducts.basf.us  for more information.

Washington NEWS
No Vote Scheduled for Farm Bill: The current Farm Bill expires Sept. 30 and House leaders have not yet scheduled a vote.  The upcoming election is partially to blame for House leadership’s reluctance to bring the bill up for a vote.  Ranking Ag Committee member Congressman Collin Peterson (D-Minn.) said that the only way to get a vote scheduled is if people contact their representatives and urge them to take action. 
N.C. Congressmen Sign Petition to Bring Farm Bill to Vote: Rep. Braley (D-Iowa) has introduced a discharge petition on Thursday to force an immediate vote on the Farm Bill in the House.   Braley must get 218 signatures, and, as of late Friday, he said he has a quarter of the needed signatures.  So far from N.C., Reps. Larry Kissell (N.C.-8), Mike McIntyre (N.C.-7), and Heath Shuler (N.C.-11) signed the petition.

N.C. Congressmen Honored as Guardians of Small Business by NFIB: The National Federation of Independent Business, the nation’s leading small business association, named U.S. Reps. Howard Coble (N.C.-6), Renee Ellmers (N.C.-2), Virginia Foxx (N.C.-5), Walter Jones (N.C.-3), Patrick McHenry (N.C.-10), Mike McIntyre (N.C.-7),  Sue Myrick (N.C.-9) and U.S. Senator Richard Burr as Guardians of Small Business for their outstanding voting record on behalf of America’s small-business owners in the 112th Congress.
Campaign NEWS

Davis to Fill McComas’ House Seat: Ted Davis Jr., New Hanover County Board of Commissioners chairman, was picked to fill the N.C. House seat vacated by Rep. Danny McComas. McComas was recently appointed by Gov. Perdue as chairman of the N.C. State Ports Authority board of directors. The District 19 seat represents New Hanover County.  In November, Davis will face Democrat Emilie Swearingen.
Environmental NEWS

Division of Air Quality Conducts Review of State Air Toxics Rules:  People are encouraged to review and comment on North Carolina’s rules for controlling toxic air pollutants at a public meeting scheduled for Sept. 25 in Raleigh. The General Assembly mandated the review of the state air toxics rules in legislation adopted during its 2012 session. DAQ has scheduled the meeting for Tuesday, Sept. 25, from 1:30-4 p.m. in the Nature Resource Center, William G. Ross Jr. Environmental Conference Center, 121 West Jones St., Raleigh, NC 27601. DAQ will accept written comments on the review through Oct. 9, 2012. Specifically, DAQ requests written comments on changes that could be made to the existing North Carolina air toxics rules and their implementation, to reduce unnecessary regulatory burden, and increase the efficient use of DAQ resources while maintaining protection of public health. Email written comments to daq.publiccomments@ncdenr.gov. The complete text of the state rule can be viewed here.
Business NEWS

Tobacco Trust Fund Grant Winners: The NC Tobacco Trust Fund announced the 2012 Grant Award Winners. The group awarded $2,058,567 to projects across the state. Projects that received funding include: $75,000 for the Southeastern Agricultural Center Multipurpose Pavilion, $100,000 to build a farmers market in Vance Co., $100,000 to build a new agricultural center in Yadkin Valley, and $250,000 for the Tobacco Communities Reinvestment Fund. Click here to see the full list of recipients. The next application cycle is expected to launch January, 2013.

Nash Co. to Seek Input on Environmental Impact of Sanderson Plant: The Nash County Board of Commissioners will meet with an environmental expert from the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill before deciding on an incentives package for the proposed Sanderson Farms poultry plant.  Local residents are concerned about the effect the processing plant will have on the environment and even filed a lawsuit against the commissioners, which was rejected by the court.  The incentives would give approximately $1.2 million in land and annual payments equivalent to almost 40 percent of the property taxes paid by Sanderson Farms.  Sanderson Farms recently announced it would be building a new poultry complex in Nash County but is waiting on the market to improve and needs to finalize permits and the incentives package.
Gov. Perdue and Sec. Crisco Leading State Delegation Japan: Gov. Bev Perdue and N.C. Department of Commerce Secretary Keith Crisco have departed for Japan to lead a delegation to the high-profile Southeast U.S./Japan Annual Joint Meeting in Tokyo. While in Japan, Gov. Perdue and officials with the Commerce Department will also be meeting with export clients along with business prospects considering new investments.  Sec. Crisco will travel to China following the SEUS/Japan conference to recruit companies in Shanghai and other cities in Zhejiang Province. During the visit, the economic development meetings will focus on growing sectors in North Carolina including energy, advanced manufacturing, automotive, life sciences and pharmaceuticals. 
BPI Files Suit Against ABC for Disinformation Campaign: BPI Technology, Inc., Beef Products, Inc., and Freezing Machines, Inc. (collectively, “BPI”) filed a suit against the American Broadcast Companies, Inc. (ABC), ABC News, Inc., three ABC News reporters, and others for knowingly and intentionally publishing false and disparaging statements regarding BPI and the lean finely textured beef (LFTB) it makes. In their complaint, BPI alleges that ABC and the individuals named in the suit knowingly made false, defamatory and disparaging statements regarding BPI and LFTB. These statements were made even after BPI and others sent ABC factual information about LFTB, including conclusions from USDA, FDA, food safety organizations, and numerous beef industry experts that LFTB is a safe, nutritious lean beef. As result of the disinformation campaign, BPI sales declined from approximately five million pounds of LFTB per week to less than two million pounds per week, three BPI facilities have closed, and more than 700 employees lost their jobs. 

Environmental NEWS

Supreme Court to Review Stormwater Runoff Ruling: Several farm groups filed a friend-of-the-court brief with the Supreme Court.  The brief says that in 2011 the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit incorrectly ruled that stormwater runoff from forestry activities should be considered “point sources”, which would then require a NPDES permit.  The groups argue that in the 1987 Clean Water Act, Congress intentionally excluded stormwater runoff from agriculture and forestry activities from federal permits. The American Farm Bureau Federation, National Pork Producers Council, and the National Council of Farmer Cooperatives are asking that the Supreme Court uphold Congress’ intent to exclude such activities from CWA permit requirements. The court has agreed to review the 2011 decision. 

University NEWS
David Monks Named Research Service Interim Director: Dr. David Monks has been named interim associate dean and director of the North Carolina Agricultural Research Service following the Sept. 1 retirement of Dr. W. David Smith. Monks, a professor of horticultural science, currently serves as assistant director of the Agricultural Research Service. He joined the N.C. State University faculty in 1989 after working as an extension weed scientist at the University of Tennessee. 
Animal Activism NEWS

PETA Buys Stock in Top Two Tobacco Companies: PETA has bought stock in the two largest tobacco manufacturers. Owning stock in R.J. Reynolds and Philip Morris' parent company, Altria, will allow PETA to attend annual meetings and submit shareholder resolutions calling for an end to animal testing.

Federal Court Upholds CA’s Livestock Confinement Measure: California’s Proposition 2, Prevention of Farm Animal Cruelty Act, was approved by voters in 2008.  The measure mandates how livestock are to be housed.  An egg producer in California filed suit earlier this year contending that Prop 2’s language was too vague and that it imposes excessive burdens on interstate commerce. In a written ruling, a federal judge disagreed, finding that the amount of space required by Prop 2 “is certainly not a mystery and is capable of easy determination by egg farmers, who have been in this business for decades.” With regard to the commerce clause challenge, the judge wrote that the alleged burdens on interstate commerce are purely hypothetical and speculative and, even if realized, are not excessive. Acting on motions filed by The HSUS and the California Attorney General, the judge rejected each of the egg producer’s arguments and concluded that “Proposition 2 establishes a clear test that any law enforcement officer can apply.” 
Commodity NEWS
Soybean Rust Hits N.C.: Asian soybean rust has crossed into North Carolina much earlier than usual.  Storms from Hurricane Isaac are likely the cause of the disease’s arrival.  The disease was found a week prior in Barnwell County, S.C. before showing up in  Robeson County and Johnston County last week. NCSU soybean specialist Jim Dunpy says the appearance of the disease this early in the season is alarming.  The earliest the disease has been spotted in N.C. was Sept. 15 in 2007.

N.C. Wineries Celebrate Wine Appreciation Month: September is Wine Appreciation Month. N.C. ranks 10th in the nation for wine and grape production. “North Carolina’s more than 400 commercial grape growers and more than 100 wineries represent an important part of our state’s diverse agribusinesses community,” said Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler. “In fact, it’s estimated that the wine and grape industry generates more than $1.28 billion and creates 7,600 jobs in the state.” Wineries, vineyards and grape growers across the state will host several special events, including the North Carolina Wine & Food Weekend on Bald Head Island Sept. 24-26; the sixth annual North Carolina Muscadine Harvest Festival in Kenansville Sept. 25; and Triangle Uncorked in Cary Sept. 25.
NCDA NEWS
Consider Options When Soil Sampling: From mid-October through February, North Carolina farmers send more than 200,000 samples to the state’s soil testing lab. Eager to plan for the next season, they often find themselves at a standstill as they wait for test results. The situation is unfortunate because soil tests don’t have to be done every year or, for that matter, in the fall. “That’s why the NCDA&CS has a statewide network of agronomists to give advice on optimal use of the service. Better-informed growers often discover that they have more flexibility with regard to sampling and nutrient application,” says Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler. The Agronomic Services Division’s website allows farmers to view their most recent soil report, generate revised recommendations if they change crops, or find a regional agronomist. 
USDA NEWS 
Changes to Crop Insurance Rule: USDA announced that producers who wish to insure a grain crop in 2013 will need to pay attention to certain rules applied to the treatment of cover crops for emergency forage this summer. The existing rule stated that if the forage/cover crop will be harvested in the spring of 2013, then that crop cannot be insured. In order to help livestock farmers impacted by the drought to produce more forage, the rule has been changed to allow a farmer to harvest a forage/cover crop planted the previous summer/fall/winter, and then insure the following grain crop in the spring of 2013. This is a temporary rule change and pertains to cover crops only. USDA has also changed rules regarding grazing and haying land enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program, the Wetlands Reserve Program, and the Environmental Quality Incentives Program. Click here to read USDA's announcement.
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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