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A panel discussion on the juvenile justice system on
Sept. 18 will include topics on how juvenile court
proceedings work and the factors that play into
decisions to prosecute. Image courtesy PhotoSpin.
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District Attorney, Palo Alto Weekly to host juvenile
justice town hall
Forum to explore juvenile crimes, school safety issues

by Palo Alto Weekly staff / Palo Alto Weekly

The Palo Alto Weekly is co-sponsoring a free
discussion on how juvenile crimes are handled by the
police and District Attorney with the Santa Clara
County District Attorney's Office on Monday, Sept.
18, in Palo Alto.

"Your Kids and the Law" will feature two speakers:
LaRon Dennis, supervising deputy district attorney
for the county's Juvenile Justice Unit, and Nate
Wandruff, an investigator with the District Attorney's
Office and a former Mountain View police officer.

Palo Alto Weekly education writer Elena Kadvany will
moderate the panel and Chief Assistant District
Attorney Jay Boyarsky will give welcoming remarks.

In a statement, District Attorney Jeff Rosen said his
office wanted to hold the forum to dispel some of the
confusion around the juvenile justice system.

"The juvenile justice system can seem like a black
hole," he said. "Some young people go into it. Little
information comes back out. What happened?"

He said he asked Dennis, Wandruff and Boyarsky to
"talk about how we have fought to make the system
more transparent" and to "discuss and answer
questions about the right balance between
rehabilitating a young offender and protecting the
public."

Prior to joining the District Attorney's Office, Dennis
worked in the juvenile and criminal justice systems in
a range of capacities: as an adjunct professor teaching juvenile law; as a consultant training justice
system partners on the use of risk assessment tools and the implementation of evidence-based practices;
as a delinquency law and policy attorney for the California Judicial Council; as a senior program associate
at the Berkeley Center for Criminal Justice at the University of California at Berkeley Law School; and as a
deputy legislative counsel for the Office of Legislative Counsel in Sacramento.

Dennis is also contributing author for "Seiser & Kumli on California Juvenile Courts Practice and
Procedure," California's leading treatise on juvenile law.

Wandruff has spent more than 20 years working in law enforcement. As a county investigator, he is
currently working with the Domestic Violence Unit, the Firearms Training Unit and the Officer-Involved

TOP BLOGS

QBB opens in Mountain View
By Elena Kadvany | 5 comments | 1,470 views

Grandparents Day
By Cheryl Bac | 2 comments | 713 views

Legacy
By Chandrama Anderson | 0 comments | 625
views

Become a Master Gardener - Deadline Sept
21
By Laura Stec | 0 comments | 450 views

View all local blogs
 

Home News Town Square Blogs A&E Sports Real Estate Print Edition Classifieds Visit Join Contact

javascript:em_login_link()
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/user/register
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/
https://facebook.com/paloaltoonline
https://twitter.com/paloaltoweekly
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/rss.php?section=1
https://weather.yahoo.com/country/state/city-2467861/
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2017/09/13/district-attorney-palo-alto-weekly-to-host-juvenile-justice-town-hall#
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2017/09/13/district-attorney-palo-alto-weekly-to-host-juvenile-justice-town-hall#
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2017/09/13/district-attorney-palo-alto-weekly-to-host-juvenile-justice-town-hall#
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2017/09/13/district-attorney-palo-alto-weekly-to-host-juvenile-justice-town-hall#
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2017/09/13/district-attorney-palo-alto-weekly-to-host-juvenile-justice-town-hall#
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/print/2017/09/13/district-attorney-palo-alto-weekly-to-host-juvenile-justice-town-hall
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/show_photo.php?main_id=46454&type=p&media_id=61058&section_id=1
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/blogs
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/blogs/p/2017/09/15/qbb-opens-in-mountain-view
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/blogs/p/2017/09/15/qbb-opens-in-mountain-view#comments
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/blogs/p/2017/09/12/grandparents-day
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/blogs/p/2017/09/12/grandparents-day#comments
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/blogs/p/2017/09/14/legacy
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/blogs/p/2017/09/14/legacy#comments
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/blogs/p/2017/09/15/become-a-master-gardener---deadline-sept-21
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/blogs/p/2017/09/15/become-a-master-gardener---deadline-sept-21#comments
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/blogs
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu9nBYzeAliJXuJTftuxQTCju1MiX1jKowAcE6sdSx2NUfiHJr7AnoxdUJsyply_EsUckLgxAb7ZEL6S-KhKYhmTGfHRda4LvXxc10h2GPtknnYKAq3TbmgJRMl-Pe2BdzrEKYOAJcr0oJv2qwgzHLy6oxWyYeTXOyXtN8sapEt3JGKucqo3KNHLTzBaZ8U3LLc5EBBbN8bMjaChKujYrJmDitrK9dZIWE2uBXm0eMxgTcfiEQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzAanze_bXu27&adurl=http://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/reports/1505156019.pdf&nm=1
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvpJBSXK_rkDH5lpHx4kqgbEYbOwfoDAvbXj82Qax1ER59R9t-bL0z8lUtj24K2ADJHb6CzJgOQCK17w8ac0aCWaZ3pprqJ_--CDIxytPNGXvUMvOp_7v3MnoybcWS9PBETygSltdXKoOQgwof-QFOXUY14hpISbbJPSSxA2Gu2rAikmKwI_m3dAnhecn8xNTSwXA6iuwoCl5In4gukmFWRzbbV6xtn2IqsgKNRCM-pYdjOG_P-0g&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFB5RNyTdoFf&adurl=http://www.tiny.cc/PA-NDEW2017
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu5gR-AwqA4VPP-zeJAszXh-XzGc4ouMII2t3WjWPCHEu5kiRPmmxKrr6gy0-Q2ypBva5hghN2kAXIFwCIhCWn0BNm7DWGvFkiTK-5Px79FBtyOdNl-kPcWiw6CkATaVYYvpbMeg8tr1ThP306Ib6XtMlzwnrryI3Ku70Q_-QBfTqhMsdPUmqibH9KTpVgUWltiCAE3BFU1e4hAbT6ENM7DRRrdS0Z905dy4PqcUStmvJUfyP8&sig=Cg0ArKJSzOMr-Nvw_5z6&adurl=http://www.1715baylaurel.com/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvujfoFBoeVcn4clH34Nog3wBSConV4z599bYHRfv3oJLIaV65MnBWPtFHrRnMy269IFJ5lbR7S0Nd2iVy4lp5H9hQL7wyzuX5HNwBN1Dp-xbblHwAXIsfnfjgb5LiMYao-S47RWA7Lw7b1R8wrXGjIURBJVdyiMJuYxsRQgafncrJYqyV2rXng_KX0nFFxR3FQ2tmj_-of2QGf819ynYpevsjkv31mulxl2-5Vw31sIzOJNHQY&sig=Cg0ArKJSzNWqtLEm45UY&adurl=http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/connectingpaloalto
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/square
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/blogs
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/arts
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/sports
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/real_estate
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/print
http://www.fogster.com/
http://www.destinationpaloalto.com/
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/user/subscribe/
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/about/contact


9/16/17, 10:20 PMDistrict Attorney, Palo Alto Weekly to host juvenile justice town hall | News | Palo Alto Online |

Page 2 of 4https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2017/09/13/district-attorney-palo-alto-weekly-to-host-juvenile-justice-town-hall

 +   2 people like this

Report Objectionable ContentEmail Town Square Moderator      

 +   5 people like this

Report Objectionable ContentEmail Town Square Moderator      

 +   1 person likes this

Report Objectionable ContentEmail Town Square Moderator      

 +   Like this comment

Incident Team. As a Mountain View police officer, he investigated numerous cases involving juveniles.

The panelists will explore topics such as how decisions are made to prosecute, what is public information
and what isn't in juvenile crimes, how juvenile court proceedings work and how crimes on school
campuses are handled, among others.

"When the public knows about the juvenile justice system, then the public can make the juvenile justice
system better," Rosen said.

Panelists will not be able to discuss specific cases due to the confidentiality of juvenile court proceedings.

After a discussion, the panelists will take questions from the audience.

The forum will take place from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the Mitchell Park Community Center, 3700 Middlefield
Road.

---

Follow the Palo Alto Weekly/Palo Alto Online on Twitter @PaloAltoWeekly and Facebook for breaking news,
local events, photos, videos and more.
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Posted by @PAFreePress
a resident of another community 
on Sep 13, 2017 at 5:32 pm

10 Supreme Court Cases Every Teen Should Know Web Link

Posted by @PAFreePress
a resident of another community 
on Sep 14, 2017 at 4:33 am

Justices say age counts when child suspects are questioned Web Link

What is absent from this panel of legal minds, a criminal defense attorney. Police and prosecutors
work together on convictions and in reality are no friends of the innocent. Especially our most
venerable teenagers. No one should speak to the police without an attorney present under any
circumstance. Police can and will lie using coercion tactics which is constitutionally personable. Don't
take this information me, do your own homework.

Posted by @PAFreePress
a resident of another community 
on Sep 14, 2017 at 11:59 am

Interrogation Techniques May Lead To False Confessions - Jorge Hernandez Web Link Perhaps the
most egregious case in Palo Alto police history to which DA Jay Boyarsky was very much involved
with including DA Brain Welch who was the prosecutor. Mr. Boyarsky is no stranger to controversy
and the subject of a California State Bar complaint although cleared of any wrong doing. 

Again, and I cannot stress the importance of all parents having a sit discussion on dealing with
police in gerenral. And to never, ever discuss anything with the police especially if your suspect of
an investigation. Learn from the Jorge Hernandez case and well documented others....
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