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Working to End Violence Against Women and Girls
· Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children 

· We are working with key stakeholders to hammer out the parameters of groundbreaking legislation that would recognize that children who are prostituted for profit are victims and should not be criminally prosecuted.
· WPG stands with the broad and growing coalition of organizations supporting the legislation introduced by Senator Renee Unterman and members of her Commercial Sexual Exploitation Study Committee that would raise the minimum age for exotic dancers and others working in an adult entertainment establishment from 18 to 21 (SB 74); create a surcharge of $5 per person for admission to adult entertainment establishments to help fund services for commercially sexually exploited children (SB 91); and expand the professionals who are required to report commercial sexual exploitation beyond parents and caretakers (SB 69 ).
· Domestic Violence 

· Tough budget times are no time to cut the lifeline for victims of family violence. We support restoration of funding cut for domestic violence shelters ($815,000), rape crisis centers ($635,000), and treatment centers for prostituted minors ($560,000), and are speaking up against the threat of cuts to legal services funding for low income victims that are essential to leave their abusers.
· WPG is speaking out against the proposal in HB 228 to end the Commission on Family Violence that has played an essential role since 1992 in reducing violence against women in Georgia, and supports HB 385 that would eliminate the “sunset” provision (end date) for the Commission.
Advocating for Transparent, Fair and Responsible Spending and Tax Policies  
· Budget Cuts Ravage the Safety Net for Women and Girls
· 40% cut to family planning in FY 2010 ($10 Million) for prenatal health screenings, services and supplies to protect women’s health and increase healthy birth outcomes (30% cut of $7.5 Million in 2009 Amended).  These cuts will result in more unintended pregnancies, eliminate teen pregnancy prevention initiatives, and undermine efforts to fight STDs and HIV/AIDs.
· $2.5 Million in cuts to public health departments across the state (following 6 years of reductions) would endanger the ability to provide basic health care and respond to emergencies at a time when demand is rising.
· Reductions in respite care, meals on wheels and community living supports for seniors.
· Proposals circulating to reduce eligibility and cut services to low-income children on PeachCare for Kids and poor women and children on Medicaid.
 
· Revenue Initiatives Needed to Close the $2 Billion plus Budget Gap in Georgia
· WPG supports HB 39 that would increase the tax on cigarettes by $1 per pack generating $350 Million per year, deterring thousands of teenagers from smoking, saving millions in public health care costs ($9 per pack) caused by smoking, and providing revenues for vital services.
· Millions of dollars in tax cuts for big business continue to pass the General Assembly while programs for women and girls are slashed. A Tax Expenditure Report would allow legislators to see the “cost” of these special interest tax breaks to the state budget, just as they see the cost of direct appropriations for programs now.  This kind of transparency would allow policy makers to evaluate whether these tax breaks serve the public interest as intended and scale back excesses that do not meet the test.  Tax revenue loss in FY 2009 and FY 2010 from tax breaks enacted from 2005-2008 alone exceeds $625 Million. See, SB 116.
· Re-evaluate special interest tax breaks.  Support HR 30 that would end new sales tax exemptions after four years unless they are proven to have achieved their goals and provided the benefits promised.
Protect Access to Health Care including Reproductive and Maternal Health Care
· Protect funding for health programs slated for cuts (see above) and oppose efforts to reduce PeachCare for Kids or Medicaid benefits or convert them into benchmark private insurance policies (such as SB 92), especially during the recession, while demand is on the rise.
· Restore funds for family planning services and urge Georgia to adopt a Medicaid waiver that would provide a 90% federal match for family planning services for adult women up to 200% of poverty and secure funds in this area going forward.
 

Supporting Economic Security Measures: Unemployment Insurance, Fair Wages, Parental Leave, and Foreclosure Relief
 

· As the rate of unemployment soars, WPG is leading the way in advocating for reforms to our unemployment insurance system that would bring more than $140 Million in federal funds for unemployment benefits to Georgia by expanding access to unemployment insurance benefits to eligible women and part-time workers.  Two-thirds of part time workers in Georgia are women, who balance the demands of work and family with one or more part-time jobs. We propose that part-time workers (who pay into the unemployment system just like a full time worker) should not be barred from recovering benefits when they lose their job and seek to replace that job with another part time job. A bill will be introduced soon to address this and another measure needed to secure the federal dollars under the Economic Stimulus Package.
· Working women are half of today’s workforce, but the workplace too often continues to ignore the needs of these workers.  WPG supports efforts to increase and strengthen the state minimum wage (HB 290), and the Parent Protection Act, which would allow workers to take leave from work (paid or unpaid) for up to 24 hours per year  to attend mandatory school conferences or take an elderly family member or child to a doctor’s appointment (HB 37). 
· Georgia has one of the highest rates of residential foreclosure in the country and women are overwhelmingly more likely to be the targets of the subprime loans that are driving those foreclosures. In order to begin to address urgent needs of women facing the foreclosure crisis and begin to prevent the recurrence of some of the worst abuses that led to the crisis, WPG supports:
· SB 57 was initially an omnibus Bill that provided modest reforms across the board. Please read the SB 57 Fact Sheet. Now broken into several smaller Bills, the substitute to SB 57 bans pre-payment penalties for subprime loans, requires that mortgage brokers act in good faith and in the best interest of their clients, and that residential loans cannot be made without a reasonable determination of the person’s ability to pay backed up by documents verifying income and debt.
· SB 139 addresses foreclosure rescue scam and allows a court to reframe a conveyance of a home as an equitable mortgage to reflect the true intent of the homeowner and defeat the effort to “steal” the property.
· SB 140 deals with the crisis facing an innocent tenant when their landlord is foreclosed upon.  This Bill would give the tenant 30 day’s notice prior to foreclosure and allows them to remain an additional 60 days after foreclosure if they pay rent into Court.
· SB 141 addresses the problem of foreclosed properties not being maintained and causing entire neighborhoods to decline. The Bill requires that the bank promptly file the deed following foreclosure so that the county or city can know whom to hold accountable if the property is not maintained.  Fines are assessed if the deed is not timely filed within 30 days after foreclosure, escalating from $250 after 30 days to $7,500 after 90 days.  Local governments will be able to use these fees to provide for code enforcement, public safety or community development purposes.
