
 
 

Education-Related Provisions of H.R. 748, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Stimulus (CARES) Act 

Statutory Provisions 

TEACH Grants and Teacher Student Loan Forgiveness—Directs the Secretary of education 
to consider a year of teaching service fulfilled under these programs even if it was interrupted or 
discontinued due to coronavirus outbreak 

Appropriations 

Note: The Joint Legislative Budget Committee has produced an overview of the appropriations 
in the CARES Act, including estimates of Arizona’s share. That can be viewed here 

Child Nutrition Programs ($8.8B) 

The act appropriates $8.8B to USDA for child nutrition programs, which include school lunch 
and summer feeding programs, available until September 30, 2021, to “to prevent, prepare for, 
and respond to coronavirus, domestically or internationally.” 

Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund (approx. $13.5B) 

K-12 schools nationwide will receive $13.5 billion through formula-grants to States, and at least 
90 percent of funds must support local educational agencies to use for coronavirus-response 
activities, such as planning for and coordinating during long-term school closures; purchasing 
educational technology to support online learning for all students served by the local educational 
agency; and additional activities authorized by federal elementary and secondary education 
laws. This funding has wide scope of applicability. It will be distributed to states using the ESSA 
Title II-A formula. Allocations to school districts would in proportion to their share of Title I Part A 
funds in the most recent federal fiscal year. 

Governor's Emergency Education Relief Fund (GEERF) (approx. $3B) 

Governors in each state will receive a share of $3 billion to allocate at their discretion for 
emergency support grants to districts and charters (LEAs) the state educational agency (ADE) 
has identified have been most significantly impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. These funds 
will support the ability of those LEAs to continue providing educational services to their students 
and to support the on-going operations of the LEA. This funding may also be used to provide 
emergency support through grants to institutions of higher education serving students within the 
state. 

Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund (approx. $14B) 

Higher education institutions will receive $14.250 billion in education emergency relief to 
prevent, prepare for, and respond to the coronavirus pandemic. These funds may be used to 
defray expenses for institutions of higher education, such as lost revenue, technology costs 
associated with a transition to distance education, and grants to students for food, housing, 

https://www.azleg.gov/jlbc/covidphase3summary.pdf


 
course materials, technology, health care, and child care. It will be distributed based on 
enrollment, heavily weighted toward the share of Pell Grant recipients 

Special set asides 

Outlying areas (approx. $153.8M) 

Bureau of Indian Affairs (approx.. $153.8M)  

The distribution of these two portions will be determined by the Secretary of Education in 
consultation with the Secretary of the Interior 

Hardest Hit States ($307.5M) 

Within 30 Days of enactment, the Secretary of Education must issue a notice inviting 
applications for this funding, and approve or deny applications within 30 days after receipt. 


